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TYPES  OF  OPEN  AIR  POULTRY  HOUSES 

OUK  earliest  accounts  of  places  for  keeping  fowls 
treat  of  two  dill'erent  practices.  Tlie  well-to-do 
people  who  had  comparatively  large  stocks  of 
poultry  kept  them  in  out  buildings  made  especially  for 
them,  or  in  parts  of  the  outbuildings  for  other  stock. 
The  care  of  the  poultry  of  such  people  was  usually  in- 
trusted to  persons  not  able  to  do  other  work. 

The  small  farmer,  laborer,  and  peasant  classes  gener- 
ally kept  what  few  fowls  they  conveniently  could,  either 
in  their  cottages  or  in  lean-to  sheds  against  the  cottages. 
There  were  two  reasons  for  this.  The  first  was  that  for 
protection  against  thieves  it  was  necessary  to  have  the 
fowls  in  or  close  to  the  domicile.  The  second  was  that 
the  small  flocks  of  hens  that  were  usually  kept  laid 
better  when  kept 
where  they  got  such 
heat  as  they  could  of 
what  their  owners 
provided  for  them- 
selves and  "fed  of  the 
crumbs"  from  the 
family  table. 

This  will  seem  to 
the  reader  a  singular 
preface  for  an  article 
exploiting  the  oppo- 
site practice  in  hous- 
ing, but  through  all 
that  I  say  about  cold 
houses  and  open  air 
houses,  bear  in  mind 
that  I  not  only  think 
but  knoir  /mitirdi/ 
that  the  IkkI  /lo-fifihle 
remits  in  egg  produc- 
tion and  fertility  can 
be  obtained  in  warm 
homex  with  venlilaiion 
carefully  adjusted  as 
we  adjust  it  in  our 
dwellings,  and  that 
the  reason  cohl  and 
open  air  poultry 
houses  work  best  in 
general  practice  is  be- 
cause the  poultry 
keeper  does  not  (in 
many  cases  cannot) 

look  after  ventilation  properly,  that  being  a  job  which, 
on  a  large  plant,  would  require  at  some  seawns  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  attention.  So  the  question  is  not  to 
get  the  plan  that  gives  ab.iolutely  the  best  results,  V)ut 
to  get  the  one  that  works  best  in  ordinary  conditions  of 
practice. 

Open  sheds  and  houses  of  various  types  to  which  we 
may  refer  hack  now  as  prototypes  of  modern  fresh  air 
houses  were  not  so  in  the  sense  that  they  were  supposed 
to  represent  what  had  been  proved  best  in  the  experi- 
ence of  people  giving  special  attention  to  poultry.  After 
people  began  to  give  special  attention  to  poultry,  keep- 
ing it  in  such  buildings  was  generally  regarded  by  those 
most  interested  in  poultry  as  a  ba<l  practice,  a  relic  of 
the  ages  when  people  were  indifferent  to  such  matters. 
In  books  and  papers  of  the  middle  of  the  last  century 
may  be  found  a  few  illustrations  and  descriptions  of 
houses  having  a  closed  compartment  and  one  that  was 


permanently  open  or  could  be  opened  at  will,  as  in  the 
"scratching  shed' '  houses  of  the  type  so  much  exploited 
in  the  'nineties;  but  the  whole  trend  of  development  in 
what  was  regarded  as  expert  practice  down  to  about 
fifteen  years  ago  was  in  accordance  with  the  idea  that  to 
get  the  most  eggs,  and  to  get  the  best  fertility,  it  was 
advisable  to  duplicate  as  nearly  as  possible  the  tempera- 
ture conditions  of  the  natural  season  of  heavy  laying 
and  of  hatching. 

Houses  were  built  with  the  idea  of  making  them  so 
insulated  against  cold  that  the  heat  from  the  fowls' 
bodies  would  maintain  constantly  in  the  house  a  tem- 
perature above  freezing,  the  house  being  closed  tightly 
when  it  was  freezing  outside  except  for  ventilators  (usu- 
ally) of  unknown  etticiency  which  were  supposed  to 
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A  Group  of  WiiMiers  of  Ten  Years  Ago 

carry  off  foul  air  and  admit  pure  air  through  the  same 
small  aperture. 

They  were  built  with  sometimes  as  many  as  three 
thicknesses  of  boards,  two  of  building  paper  and  one 
or  two  "dead  air  spaces' '  in  the  walls,  with  double  doors 
and  double  sash  in  the  windows.  Literally  thousands 
of  such  houses  are  still  standing.  Many  of  them  are 
now  used  as  open  air  hou.ses  by  running  them  with  win- 
dows partly  or  wholly  open,  but  with  all  the  progress 
tliat/the  fresh  air  movement  has  made,  there  are  still 
many  times  more  poultry  keepers  using  the  old  closed 
house  plan  than  are  using  any  form  of  open  air  house, 
or  running  a  house  built  on  the  closed  house  principle 
as  an  open  house. 

In  the  scratching  shed  i>lan  the  idea  was  to  have  in 
each  house,  or  each  section  of  the  long  continuous  house 
in  favor  when  that  plan  was  exploited,  two  compart- 
ments for  the  fowls,  the  one  a  closed  house  for  the  night 


quarters  and  for  laying,  the  other  a  shed  of  which  the 
entire  front,  or  a  large  part  of  the  front,  could  be  opened 
so  that  the  fowls  would  get  the  benefit  of  the  fresh  air 
while  the  sun  shone  or  when  they  were  active,  while  the 
closed  room  furnished  warmer  quarters  to  which  they 
could  go  at  will  and  where  they  roosted  at  night. 

Such  houses,  as  in  fact  almost  any  type  of  house  that 
can  be  imagined,  have  been  "  built  and  used  by  poultry 
keepers"  from  away  back,  but  no  effort  was  made  to 
popularize  the  scratching  shed  plan  until  A.  F.  Hunter 
began  to  advocate  it  about  twenty  years  ago.  Other 
writers  had  advocated  it  earlier  and  .Mr.  Hunter  had 
described  in  particular  a  house  of  this  kind  advocated 
by  I.  K.  Felch  before  he  him.self  used  one.  It  was,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Hunter's  preaching  of  scratching  shed  houses 

that  popularized  the 
type.  In  the  Hunter 
house  the  arrange- 
ment was  to  have  — 
except  at  the  ends — 
two  closed  rooms  and 
two  open  sheds  alter- 
jisrte,  thus  bringing 
tire  dosed  rooms  to- 
gether for  greater 
warmth.  In  some 
other  scratching  shed 
liouses  the  scratching 
shed  was  in  front  of 
the  roosting  room. 
I'sually  the  shed  had 
cotton  cloth  curtains 
on  frames,  either 
hinged  or  sliding, 
which  could  be  ad- 
justed to  keep  out 
wind,  rain,  and  snow 
as  deemed  necessary, 
but  a  few  had  no  cur- 
tains and  in  many 
instances  the  cur- 
tains quickly  rotted 
and  were  not  re- 
placed. In  a  good 
many  cases,  too,  be- 
cause the  fowls  pre- 
ferred to  live  most  of 
the  time  in  the  shed, 
roosts  were  put  up 
there  and^eparate  flocks  kept  in  the  two  compartments 
or  the  closed  one  used  for  setting  hens  or  other  special 
purpose.  A  few  years  use  rather  dulled  the  popularity 
of  this  type  of  house,  most  who  used  it  considering  it 
too  wasteful  of  floor  space  and  objecting  to  various 
minor  features. 

In  May,  1S!»!I,  P.  T.  Woods  presented  in  Fakm-Pocltrv 
what  he  called  a  "  scratching  room  house,"  which  was 
offered  as  an  adaptation  of  ideas  he  had  seen  in  use  in 
several  places.  This  house  was  simply  a  closed  house, 
with  roosting  closet  which  could  be  closed  with  a  curtain, 
and  well  supplied  with  w'indows  to  let  abundance  of  air 
and  sunlight  into  the  house.  Many  such  houses  were 
in  use  before  that  time,  but  I  don't  think  the  descrip- 
tion of  "scratching  room"  was  applied  before.  The 
feature  usually  emphasized  in  descriptions  of  such  houses 
was  the  enclosing  of  the  roosts  so  that  the  fowls  would 
keep  warmer. 
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Old  Stone  Poultry  House  on  Farm  of  F.  W.  C.  Almy 

Built  About  Two  Hundred  Years  Aro 

In  nearly  all  houses  there  was  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
with  the  condensation  of  moisture  on  the  interior  of 
walls  and  roof  and  with  the  litter  becoming  damp  and 
musty.  \'entilation  was  usually  a  serious  problem. 
Some  of  the  "  tight  "  houses  were  operated  with  a  win- 
dow very  slightly  open,  or  with  a  slit  at  the  top  of  a 
door,  either  in  addition  to  or  in  place  of  their  "  ventila- 
tors." An  occasional  practice  was  to  put  a  layer  of 
hay  overhead  to  absorb  the  moisture.  Heating  poultry 
houses  with  stoves  was  often  tried,  but  the  only  place  I 
know  where  it  was  at  all  general  or  continued  was  in 
Central  New  York,  where  I 
saw  many  houses  with  large 
stoves  in  them. 

A  common  theory  was 
that  the  dampness  in  poul- 
try houses  with  earth  floors 
was  due  to  moisture  rising 
from  the  floor,  and  many 
held  that  on  account  of  this 
a  new  house  with  earth 
floor  was  not  suitable  for 
poultry  until  it  had  stood 
long  enough  for  the  ground 
under  it  to  become  thor- 
oughly dry.  I  have  often 
seen  new  long  houses  roofed 
over  and  partly  closed  in 
early  in  the  season,  but  the 
sides  not  finished,  in  order 
to  let  the  floor  dry  thor- 
oughly before  winter. 

This  briefly  was  the  situ- 
ation when  having  occasion 
to  build  a  poultry  house  to 
accommodate  several  pens 
of  fowls,  some  pigeons,  and 
give  a  small  room  for  tools. 
I  decided  that  I  would  build 
a  house  that  was  a  mere 
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nant,  and  so  the  regulation  saved  at  the  front  becomes 
necessary  elsewhere,  and  the  door  and  window  in  the 
sides  of  a  Tolman  house  have  to  be  opened  and  closed  to 
adjust  ventilation.  What  is  called  the  Woods'  house  is 
simply  a  Tolman  house  with  the  long  south  pitch  of  the 
roof  broken  in  what  is  called  the  "semi-monitor  top" 
style,  thus  providing  for  light  and  ventilation  through 
the  upper  front  windows. 

This  feature  is  almost  necessary  if  it  is  desired  to 
make  a  house  of  this  type  with  more  than  two  sections, 
for  the  low  open  front  does  not  give  sufficient  light,  and 
windows  in  the  east  and  west  sides  will  give  the  neces- 
sary additional  light  only  in  the  pens  at  the  ends  of  such 
a  house.  Where  the  snow  fall  is  heavy,  the  snow  on 
the  south  slope  of  the  roof  will  obstruct  the  upper  win- 
dows. I  used  a  house  with  such  a  roof  in  the  winter  of 
1897 — 1898  and  got  enough  shoveling  snow  off  the  roof 
to  do  me  a  life  time. 

On  this  page  I  give  several  illustrations  of  tight  poul- 
try houses.  The  old  stone  house  on  Mr.  F.  W.  C.  Almy's 
farm  is  of  a  type  common  in  the  Little  Compton  section 
of  Rhode  Island  from  the  time  of  the  first  settlers  until 
the  colony  system  was  developed  in  that  locality.  There 
is  still  standing  at  least  one  other  house  of  this  type  in 
better  condition  than  that  of  Mr.  Almy's,  but  most  of 
the  old  houses  have  been  demolished. 

The  house  in  the  center  of  the  page  is  a  modern  warm, 
close  house,  used  for  Leghorns  in  Central  New  York, 
and  kept  dry  inside  by  absorption  of  moisture  by  the 
straw  or  hay  overhead,  and  by  the  slow  circulation  of 
air  maintained  through  this.    The  same  principle  is 


Type  of  Closed  House  Used  on  Grandview  Poultry  Farm,  Aurora,  N.  Y. 
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closed  house,  thought  it  away  behind  the  scratching 
shed  house.  And  in  a  long  house  with  walk  in  the  rear^ 
open  slatted,  or  wired  partitions  between  pens  and  walk 
and  partitions  Ijetween  pens  only  partly  tight  that  was 
undoubtedly  the  case  with  as  large  an  opening  in  each 
of  8,  in,  12  or  more  pens  as  is  shown  in  the  cut.  I  knew 
of  one  plant  on  which  there  were  several  long  houses 
built  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hunter's  first  closed  house 
where  good  results  were  secured  by  making  the  partition 
between  the  walk  and  the  pens  all  tight,  except  for  the 
doors,  and  keeping  the  windows  entirely  or  partly  open 
according  to  conditions. 

The  houses  at  the  Grove  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  described 
in  the  April  l.'nh  issue,  are  mostly  closed  houses,  a  few 
having  scratching  sheds  attached,  yet  they  are  generally 
kept  in  good  condition  by  ventilation  through  the  win- 
dows. When  I  was  giving  this  point  close  attention  in 
1.S99  and  following  years  the  houses  at  (irove  Hill  were 
the  only  ones  I  could  find  in  which  the  ventilation  by 
means  of  the  windows  was  adjusted  to  suit  conditions 
as  necessary,  and  it  was  done  here  because  the  farm  was 
not  over-stocked  with  birds  or  under-supplied  with 
labor.  The  trouble  on  most  plants  was  that  too  often  in 
bad  weather  they  simply  could  not  get  around  the  plant 
and  attend  to  this  as  fast  as  it  was  necessary. 

If  houses  'are  not  too  crowded,  conditions  will  he 
pretty  good  in  them  for  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after 
they  are  closed  tight  in  a  cold  spell,— provided  the  cold 
continues.  But  if,  as  often  happens,  the  sun  shines 
strongly  for  a  little  while  in  the  middle  of  the  day  after 
a  very  cold  night,  and  the  house  remains  closed,  the 

house  steams  up  and  then 
when  the  temperature  falls 
as  the  sun  goes  down  the 
conditions  are  very  bad. 
Also  if  it  continues  cold 
and  the  house  is  kept  closed 
conditions  grow  worse  and 
worse. 

If  I  had  only  a  small 
stock  of  hens,  and  was  on 
the  job  all  the  time,  I'd 
use  a  closed  house,  but  as 
most  people  are  situated 
some  form  of  open  hou.se 
insures  them  against  highly 
unfavorable  conditions 
arising  when  they  are  not 
constantly  looking  after 
vciililatioi).  l-"or  lliongli  it 
is  prol)ahly  not  possible  to 
make  a  lionse  that  will 
never  require  any  attention 
to  keep  it  ventilated  prop- 
erly, in  any  type  of  open 
house  the  amount  of  atten- 
tion necessary  to  give  to 
ventilation  is  so  much  less 
than  in  closed  houses  that 
the  chances  of  damage  to 


shell  and  that  could  be  opened  widely  to  sun  and  air,  or 
closed  to  keep  out  the  wet,  but  which  when  closed  for 
that  purpose  would  still  give  circulation  of  air  through 
open  cracks.  There  were  no  battens  in  front,  and  those 
on  the  back  and  ends  were  not  nailed  tight.  The  smaller 
houses  that  I  built  later,  8  x  8  ft.,  were  battened  on  the 
back  and  half  way  forward  of  each  side,  so  that  in  them 
the  roosts  were  only  about  two  feet  from  openings  that 
admitted  air  very  freely.  In  these  cold  open  air  houses 
no  attempt  whatever  is  made  to  keep  the  fowls  warm  or 
to  protect  them  from  drafts,  farther  than  that  the  walls 
back  of  thena,  and  for  a  little  forward  of  the  roosts,  are 
tight  (single  boards  with  battens). 

In  houses  of  the  Tolman  and  Woods  type,  the  idea  is 
to  have  the  openings  so  far  away  from  the  fowls  that  no 
drafts  can  reach  them  and  that  the  warmth  of  their 
bodies  being  partly  conserved  by  the  structure  of  the 
house  keeps  them  more  comfortable  than  they  otherwise 
would  be.  The  "  open  front"  instead  of  being  the  full 
height  of  the  house  is  low,  the  idea  being  that  with  a 
low  front  so  little  snow  and  rain  can  beat  in  that  it  can 
be  ignored,  and  the  "open  front"  is  always  open.  There 
is  supposed  to  be  an  advantage  in  this  in  that  it  is  never 
necessary,  as  in  the  type  of  house  I  prefer,  to  look  out 
for  the  opening  and  closing  of  doors  to  keep  the  floor 
dry. 

But,  as  in  most  things,  what  is  gained  at  one  point  is 
sacrificed  at  another.  With  the  open  front  low  and  so 
far  removed  from  the  roosts,  and  with  a  long  stretch  of 
roof  to  the  south,  the  open  front  is  not  suflScient  for 
ventilation  in  warm  weather  and  when  the  air  is  stag- 


employed  in  some  of  the  colony  houses  used  at  the 
Macdonald  Agricultural  College  near  Montreal. 

On  the  opposite  page  are  shown  first  illustrations  of  a 
closed  house  described  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Hunter  in  the  first 
issue  of  Fakm-Poi  ltky,  September,  LSS9,  as  "a  perfect 
hen  house ' ' —  not  a  house  without  faults,  but  as  free 
from  them  as  possible.  Note  the  ventilator  projecting 
above  the  roof  in  the  diagram  of  the  exterior  and  indi- 
cated as  extending  below  the  level  of  the  roost  platform 
in  the  cross  section.  There  was  one  such  ventilator  to 
each  pen  and  the  dimensions  were  .5  .'•  5  in.  inside 
measurement. 

The  half-tone  at  the  foot  of  the  page  shows  how  ]\Ir. 
Hunter,  after  he  had  found  that  the  ventilators  did  not 
always  ventilate,  and  had  experimented  a  little  with 
scratching  shed  houses,  cut  a  large  door  beside  the 
window  in  each  pen,  swinging 
it  back  against  the  partition. 
This  gave  ample  ventilation 
and  kept  the  house  perfectly 
dry.  In  some  similar  houses 
the  same  result  was  afterward 
secured  by  the  simple  e.xpedient 
of  opening  the  windows. 

( )ther(;utsdistributed  through 
the  following  pages,  each  with 
its  description,  show  the  pro- 
gress of  the  fresh  air  idea.  Mr. 
Hunter,  while  considering  the 
ventilation  of  the  closed  house 
a  vast  improvement  on  the 


the  fowls  through  lack  of  attention  to  ventilation  are 
greatly  reduced.  In  fact,  ventilation  becomes  generally 
a  matter  of  adjustment  to  suit  the  season  and  prevailing 
conditions,  and  daily  care  on  that  score  is  done  away 
with  except  for  unusual  storm  or  temperature  conditions. 
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BREEDING  COLUMBIAN  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

rCH  has  been  said  in  our  American  Columbian 
Plymouth  Rock  Club  books,  bulletins,  and  poul- 
try journals,  regarding  the  standing  of  Colum- 
bian Rocks  from  a  utility  point  of  view,  but  little  has 
appeared  on  the  subject  of  breeding  these  wonderful 
birds;  hence  my  desire  to  give  my  experience  in  breed- 
ing them. 

In  mating  up.  the  same  principles  apply  as  to  Light 
Brahmas  and  Columbian  Wyandottes  as  far  as  color  is 


View  at  Grandview  Poultry  Farm 

Xotc  door  In  (rabies  (not  seen  In  lare:e  cut)  for  llllini;  straw  loft 
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Poultry  House  Described  In  1889  as  "A  Perfect  Hen  House.' 


Gross  Section 

A  A,  Nest  Boxes:  B,  Oyster  Shells  Box;  C,  Water  Basin;  D  D,  Kooat  Platform:  K  K,  Roost 


Ground  Plan 

F  F,  Ventilator;  X  Side  Door  to  Yard. 


concerned.  The  color  markings  for  the  three  breeds, 
according  to  l!tl4  Standard  of  Perfection,  do  not  exactly 
conform  to  each  other,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  at  last  year's  meeting  in 
Chicago,  passed  resolutions  which  make  them  conform 
to  each  other  in  every  detail  in  the  V.H^  Standard. 

Another  most  essential  resolution  was  passed  at  the 
A.  P.  A.  meeting,  viz.:  "White"  undercolor  has  been 
dropped  entirely  and  "  Bluish  Slate  "  undercolor  substi- 
tuted for  all  parts  of  the  body  except  breast  undercolor, 
which  will  he  "Bluish  White."  The  (piestion  of  under- 
color is  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  breeding 
Columbian  Rocks,  as  good  undercolor  invariably  signi- 
fies strong  surface  color.  My  experience  has  been  that 
white  undercolored  birds  seldom  produce  strong  colored 
birds.  The  male  bird  should  always  have  well  defined 
color  markings,  as  his  color  is  the  preponderating  in- 
fluence on  color  of  ofTspring.  I  wish,  however,  to  em- 
phasize at  this  time  that  it  is  a  serious  mistake  to  mate 
up  a  male  bird  (especially  cock  bird)  having  very  dark 
surface  color  in  fluff  and  breast  either  some  distance 
below  or  immediately  adjoining  front  of  hackle.  The 
result  will  invariably  be  dark,  smutty  colored  offspring. 
Jly  principles  have  always  been  to  "  breed  as  you  ex- 
hibit and  exhibit  as  you  breed,"  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
this  is  particularly  true  with  Columbian  Kocks  — no 
double  mating  being  necessary. 

My  best  results  have  been  with  birds  that  come  near 
being  the  ideal.  Birds  with  white  undercolor,  (which 
are  generally  weak  in  black),  as  a  rule  breed  too  light, 
and  the  so-called  dark  bird  generally  breeds  too  dark  ; 
that  is,  if  either  one  or  the  other  is  pronounced ;  it  some- 
times happens  that  a  strong  colored  bird  mated  to  a 
weak  colored  bird  produces  some  good  specimens,  but 
my  experience  has  been  that  you  cannot  get  uniformity 
in  the  oft'spring  from  a  mating  of  this  kind.  Technic- 
ally speaking,  you  must  not  have  too  wide  a  breach  be- 
tween good  points  in  male  and  same  respective  points  in 
female,  or  vice  versa,  in  order  to  produce  uniformity. 
This  is  very  essential,  as  uniformity  in  offspring  gener- 
ally brings  with  it  a  large  percentage  of  exhibition  birds. 
You  generally  see  many  culls  where  this  method  is 
not  carried  out. 

I  find  by  mating  dark  male  birds  to  ideal  females  that 
a  good  proportion  of  female  offspring  will  run  fine  in 
color,  but  \*>^v  of  the  male  offspring  will  run  too  dark. 
Much  better  results  will  be  obtained  by  using  a  compar- 
atively light  male  with  goo<i  undercolor,  and  by  line 
breeiling  one  generation,  on  female  end,  still  better 
results  will  be  obtaineil.    Care  should  be  taken  that 


male  bird  has  at  least  some  black  striping  in  saddle 
feathers,  as  this  particular  feature  seems  to  regulate  the 
amount  of  "brass"  in  male  bird,  whicfi  has  been  one  of 
the  hardest  points  to  overcome.  At  this  instance,  I  take 
the  opportunity  to  congratulate  the  members  of  the  A. 
P.  A.  revision  committee  when  at  Chicago  last  summer 
they  settled  once  and  for  all  the  ([uestion  of  having  color 
markings  for  (Columbian  Hocks,  Columbian  Wyandottes 
and  IJght  Brahmas  conform  to  each  other.  This  gives 
us  in  1915  Standard  a  color  marking  for  Columbian 
Kocks  such  as  has  never  been  published  before  and  will 
represent  the  ideal  bird. 

Striped  saddle  feathers  generally  bring  with  them 
strong  hackle,  tail,  and  wing.  1  trust,  however,  this 
change  will  not  influence  breeders  to  produce  a  smutty 
colored  bird  (so  to  speak)  for  nothing  will  cause  them  to 
lose  their  beauty  (and,  naturally,  popularity)  <iuicker 
than  that. 

In  color  points,  discrimination  should  be  used  and  the 
surface  favored  over  undercolor  and  hidden  points.  Too 
much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  hackle,  saddles,  and 
tail  coverts  having  preference  over  primaries  and  second- 
aries, because  hackles,  saddles,  and  tail  coverts  are  on 
the  surface  and  enhance  it,  whereas  wing  points  do  not 
affect  the  surface  at  observation,  (lood  wings  alone  will 
not  control  hackles,  saddle  and  tail  coverts  in  breeding. 
Invariably,  dark  slate  undercolor  is  accompanied  by 
outcroppings  of  black  in  surface  in  both  sexes  which 


destroys  the  beautiful  appearance  of  the  bird.  Dark 
slate  undercolor  in  hackle  almost  always  produces  a 
smutty  hackle  which  generally  accompanies  black  mark- 
ings in  surface  color  in  back.  It  is  much  better  to  have 
base  of  hackle  feather  (near  skin)  a  bluish  slate  color 
for  about  one-third  or  enough  to  allow  each  black  stripe 
to  completely  lap  the  other. 

On  the  question  of  type,  1  have  always  found  that  the 
female  has  preponderating  influence  on  the  ofl'spring. 
It  is  therefore  necessary  to  select  females  with  long 
bodies,  broad  backs,  deep  chests  and  necks,  legs  and 
tails  to  conform. 

I  contend  that  f  Jght  Brahma  markings  show  up  to 
better  advantage  in  the  Rock  type  than  type  of  any  other 
breed,  and  naturally  feel,  in  view  of  what  Columbian 
Rock  breeders  have  already  accomplished,  that  our  breed 
will  not  very  far  hence  be  the  most  popular  fowl  in  the 
Plymouth  Rock  family. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  say  anything  regarding  our 
breeil  as  a  utility  fowl,  but  1  cannot  refrain  from  doing 
so,  as  I  am  at  this  writing  in  receipt  of  a  report  from 
the  North  Ameri(;an  Kgg  Laying  Contest  which  states 
that  a  Columbian  Plymouth  Rock  hen  has  this  year 
broken  the  world's  record  of  "^82  eggs,  by  laying  2X(i 
eggs  in  one  year.  Results  always  speak  for  themselves. 
—  By  T.  .1.  ExsLiN,  Ilackettstown,  N.  J.,  in  Columbian 
Rock  Bulletin. 

MILK  FEEDING  AND  ITS  INFLUENCE  ON 
GROWTH  AND  MORTALITY.  A  COMPAR- 
ATIVE STUDY  OF  THE  VALUE  OF 
SWEET  AND  SOUR  MILK* 

EXPERIMENTAL  milk  feeding  was  begun  at  the 
Storrs  Station  in  the  summer  of  19f_'.  Its  sole 
object  at  that  time  was  to  determine  what  bene- 
ficial influence  it  might  exert  in  the  prevention  of  epi- 
demic bacillary  white  diarrhea.  During  the  first  year 
that  the  milk  feeding  experiments  were  conducted  a 
marked  reduction  in  mortality  from  white  diarrhea  was 
brought  about  in  the  pens  that  were  supplied  with  the 
milk.  During  the  following  breeding  season  little  or  no 
benelicial  influence  on  the  mortality  from  this  disease 
could  be  observed,  and  thus  the  results  of  the  preceding 
year  were  to  a  large  extent  discounted.  A  most  satisfac- 
tcry  explanation  has  since  then  been  obtained,  however, 
for  the  differences  in  results,  as  will  be  seen  later  in  this 
bulletin. 

By  far  the  most  important  data  vvere  those  which  re- 
lated to  growth  and  mortality  t  from  all  causes.  It  was 
most  conclusively  shown  in  all  of  the  experiments  that 
milk  feeding  stimulated  growth  and  caused  a  great  re- 
duction in  ileaths  from  general  causes.  Not  only  were 
the  chicks  which  received  the  milk  much  larger  than 
those  that  did  not,  but  they  appeared  in  every  way  to  be 
stronger  and  more  vigorous.  These  results  have  been 
fully  substantiated  in  all  subse(|uent  experiments. 

The  feeding  of  sour  milk  as  a  possible  means  of  pre- 
venting or  even  curing  bacillary  white  diarrhea  was  un- 
dertaken on  the  hypothesis  that  either  the  acid  or  the 
acid-producing  bacteria  might  exert  a  favorable  influ- 
ence, in  accordance  with  the  well  known  views  of 
Metchnikofl".  It  was  assumed  that  if  the  milk  was  taken 
soon  enough  by  the  chicks  the  specific  organism.  Bacte- 
rium pulloruui,  which  is  known  to  produce  the  disease, 
might  be  greatly  retarded  in  its  development  in  the  crop 
and  gastro-intestinal  tract,  and  hence  fail  to  seriously 

*  Extracts  from  Bulletin  SO.   Storrs  Kxperiment  Station. 
tSee  Bulletins  "4  and  77  of  the  Storrs  Agricultural  Kxperiment 
Station. 
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affect  the  chicks;  or,  that  the  large  number  of  milk- 
souring  bacteria  might  by  a  simple  process  of  displace- 
ment keep  the  number  of  white  diarrhea  bacteria  rela- 
tively small,  or  entirely  eliminate  them. 

While  the  first  year's  work  indicated  that  the  sour 
milk  feeding  had  a  decidedly  nutritional  value  or  that  it 
exerted  a  stimulating  influence  on  the  digestive  and  met- 
abolic processes,  aside  from  the  lowering  of  mortality 
from  white  diarrhea  and  from  all  causes,  there  was  noth- 
ing to  show  whether  or  n^t  the  acidity  in  itself  or  the 
acid-producing  bacteria  played  an  important  role.  It 
was  with  the  particular  view  of  definitely  determining 
this  question  that  the  work  of  the  two 
following  years  was  planned.  " 

During  the  season  of  1913  seven  dif- 
ferent experiments  were  carried  to 
completion,  the  number  of  chicks,  in- 
cluding the  control  lots,  being  1,S24. 
Four  of  these  experiments  involved 
the  use  of  naturally  soured  and  of  so- 
called  "bulgaricus"  milk.  *  *  * 

The  results  of  the  feeding  of  the  two 
kinds  of  sour  milk  were  essentially  the 
same.  The  slight  diflerences  that  were 
observed  favored  the  naturally  soured 
milk.  Although  the  total  amount  of 
ordinary  sour  milk  consumed  was 
greater  than  that  of  the  bulgaricus 
milk,  the  total  amount  of  acid  in  the 
latter  was  far  in  excess  of  the  acidity 
of  the  natural  product.  The  total 
mortality  of  the  chicks  was  practically 
the  same  in  both  instances,  namely, 
45.3  per  cent  for  the  chicks  receiving  the  ordinary  sour 
milk,  and  47.3  per  cent  for  the  lots  that  were  fed  the 
bulgaricus  milk.  These  are  the  combined  results  for 
infected  and  uninfected  chicks. 

The  chicks  that  were  given  the  naturally  soured  milk, 
Exp.  D,  F  and  G,  gained  O.SO  pound,  or  14.2  per  cent, 
more  per  ten  chicks  than  those  receiving  the  bulgaricus 
product.  Since  the  former  group  consumed  more  food 
(both  dry  feed  and  milk),  but  less  acid,  than  the  bulga- 
ricus group,  the  greater  gain  in  weight  must  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  food  as  such.  In  fact,  the  difference  in  gain 
corresponds  quite  closely  to  the  difference  in  the  total 
amount  oi  solid  matter  in  the  food,  namely  12.9  per  cent, 
the  sour  milk  chicks  consuming  20.45  pounds  and  the 
Bulgaricus  milk  lots  17.81  pounds.  A'ot  only  was  there 
a  larger  absolute  gain  in  the  weight  of  the  sour  milk 
chicks,  but  the  gain  per  pound  of  solid  matter  consumed 
was  greater  than  in  the  Bulgaricus  milk  lots.  The  nat- 
urally soured  product  was  the  more  appetizing,  115.6 
pounds  of  it  being  used  in  experiments  D,  F  and  G,  as 
compared  with  105.5  pounds  of  the  milk  that  was  soured 
by  B.  bulgaricus. 

If  the  value  of  sour  milk  feeding  depends  upon  the 
acidity  of  the  milk,  or  on  the  activities  of  the  milk- 
souring  bacteria,  the  bulgaricus  milk  should  have  given 
the  more  promising  results. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  sour  milk  feeding  as  such, 
■whether  ordinary  sour  milk  or  the  bulgaricus  product 
was  employed,  had  a  most  beneficial  effect  in  so  far  as 
growth  and  mortality  from  all  causes  were  concerned. 
While  it  was  clearly  shown  that  differences  in  the  de- 
grees of  acidity  were  of  little  or  no  importance,  and  that 
the  substitution  of  a  very  active  type  of  souring  bacteria 
for  one  which  is  less  energetic  failed  to  influence  the  re- 
sults, more  information  was  still  necessary  to  furnish  a 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  value  of  sour  milk  feeding. 
Consequently,  a  comparative  study  was  made  of  the 
value  of  sweet  and  of  sour  milk,  with  reference  to  growth 
and  mortality  from  bacillary  white  diarrhea,  as  well  as 
from  other  causes.  *  *  * 

There  appears  to  be  but  one  satisfactory  explanation 
of  the  favorable  influence  of  milk  feeding  on  the  mor- 
tality of  chicks  that  were  artificially  infected  with  B. 
puUorum  in  the  investigations  of  1912  and  19J4.  The 
early  and  continued  feeding  of  milk,  whether  sweet  or 
sour,  stimulated  growth  and  vigor  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  materially  increase  the  resistance  of  the  chicks  to  the 
organism  in  question.  In  other  words,  early  milk  feed- 
ing and  late  prolonged  infection  are  responsible  for  the 
marked  differences  observed  in  the  mortality  of  the 
chicks  that  received  the  milk  and  those  that  were  with- 
out it.  According  to  this  interpretation,  milk  lias  the 
property,  when  fed  early  enough,  of  increasing  vitality 
and  indirectly  of  strengthening  resistance  to  disease. 

That  this  important  function  which  milk  possesses  is 
not  due  to  acids  that  may  be  present,  or  to  bacteria,  es- 
pecially those  of  the  acid-producing  type,  has  been 
clearly  demonstrated  in  our  experiments.  Whether  the 
milk  was  led  as  sweet  or  naturally  soured,  or  acidified 


by  means  of  Bacillus  bulgaricus,  the  results  were  essen- 
tially the  same.  In  each  case  a  most  favorable  influence 
was  exerted  on  the  growth  of  the  chicks,  and  when  the 
milk  was  supplied  soon  enough  the  death  rate  of  the 
chicks  was  kept  decidedly  below  that  of  the  pens  which 
received  no  milk.  Hence,  milk,  whether  it  is  sweet  or 
sour,  is  an  important  food  for  young  chicks. 

That  acid  producing  bacteria  are  in  no  way  responsible 
for  the  important  results  that  were  brought  about  by  the 
milk  feeding  was  further  shown  as  follows:  It  was  ob- 
served that  fowls  which  were  receiving  the  ordinary 
mixed  grain  and  mash  harbored  in  their  intestines  large 
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I.  K.  Fehsh's  Plan  of  Scratching  Shed  House 

Aa  published  In  this  paper  September,  IS'.iJ,  being  a  modification  of  the  plan  given  by 
Mr.  Felch  In  "  Poultry  Culture,"  1885.  In  this  house  half  the  front  could  be  swung 
back  to  divide  a  closed  house  Into  scratching  shed  and  roosting  room  when  desired. 


numbers  of  acid-producing  bacteria  very  closely  allied  to 
the  Bulgaricus  bacillus  of  Metchnikoff.  This  was  true 
whether  the  fowls  were  given  milk  or  not.  Similar  re- 
sults were  obtained  in  white  rats.  Furthermore,  when 
fowls  or  rats  were  fed  a  diet  that  consisted  essentially  of 
bread  and  green  food  (grass  or  vegetables),  very  few  or 
no  bacteria  of  this  type  were  found  in  the  feces  or  drop- 
pings.   When  milk  or  ordinary  milk  sugar  was  supplied. 


absent,  quickly  brought  about  the  development  of  nu- 
merous organisms  of  this  type.  In  other  words,  the 
displacement  of  bacteria  which  ordinarily  occur  in  the 
intestine,  by  the  ingestion  of  organisms  of  a  different 
character,  takes  place  under  unusual  circumstances  only, 
if  indeed  at  all,  except  in  disease  like  typhoid  fever, 
dysentery,  cholera,  etc.  Such  a  displacement  may 
readily  be  brought  about,  however,  by  the  use  of  milk 
in  almost  any  form,  or  by  the  feeding  of  milk  sugar,  or 
lactose. 

That  either  sweet  or  sour  milk  may  be  used  success- 
fully as  food  for  young  chicks  is  of  considerable  import- 
ance. In  the  warm  summer  months  it  is  more  practical 
to  feed  ordinary  sour  milk.  In  fact,  it  is  from  a  prac- 
tical standpoint  impossible  to  feed  sweet  milk,  as  any 
milk  that  is  supplied  to  the  chicks  will  even  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  or  two  undergo  marked  souring.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  the  early  spring  it  is  dirticult  to  obtain 
milk  at  will  that  is  sufficiently  soured  to  be  classed  as 
sour  milk.  Hence,  it  may  be  left  to  the  individual 
owner  whether  sweet  or  sour  milk  is  to  be  used.  The 
same  kind  of  milk  should  be  fed,  however,  throughout  a 
milk  feeding  period. 

It  should  be  stated  that  in  all  of  our  work  on  milk 
feeding  we  have  obtained  no  evidence  that  milk  was  in 
the  least  injuHous,  no  matter  how  young  the  chicks,  or 
how  sour  the  milk.  Every  precaution  was  always  taken 
to  prevent  the  feeding  of  milk  that  was  musty  or  mouldy. 
No  milk  should  be  fed  that  is  iilthy  or  that  has  been 
held  too  long.  The  receptacles  should  be  cleaned  and 
scalded  frequently,  in  order  that  the  best  results  may  be 
obtained. 

The  addition  of  junket  tablets  to  sweet  milk  is  unnec- 
essary in  practical  milk  feeding,  as  the  liquid  milk  is  ap- 
parently relished  to  the  same  extent  as  milk  that  has 
been  curdled  with  rennet. 

Conclusions 

The  feeding  of  milk  to  young  chicks  has  a  most  favor- 
able influence  on  the  growth  and  on  the  lessening  of 
mortality  of  the  chicks.  It  tends  to  prevent  mortality 
from  all  causes,  and  if  fed  soon  enough  and  for  a  sufli- 


OPEN 

Scratching 
8heo. 


\   < 


C)C 


Roosting 
Room.  D[ 


Detail  of  Roost  and  Platform.  Ground  Plan. 

A.  F.  Hunter's  Plan  of  Scratching  Shed  House  as  Published  in  This  Paper,  July,  1892 


in  addition  to  the  bread  and  green  food,  the  acidophilus 
bacilli  (resembling  B.  bulgaricus)  were  present  in  the 
intestine  in  enormous  numbers. 

It  was  also  shown  that  if  large  numbers  of  B.  bulgari- 
cus grown  on  the  surface  of  ordinary  nutrient  agar  were 
fed  to  rats  which  were  on  a  bread  and  vegetable  diet 
alone  the  bacteria  did  not  appear  in  the  feces,  but  were 
apparently  destroyed  somewhere  in  the  digestive  tract. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  feeding  of  sterile  milk  or  of  lac- 
tose to  rats  subsisting  on  a  bread  and  vegetable  diet,  and 
in  which  the  acidophilus  type  of  bacteria  was  apparently 
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ciently  long  period,  greatly  reduces  the  death  rate  caused 

by  bacillary  white  diarrhea. 

Sweet  and  sour  milk  are  apparently  of  equal  value  in 
their  relation  to  growth  and  mortality.  Furthermore, 
different  degrees  of  souring  do  not  alter  the  results  of 
milk  feeding. 

The  value  of  milk  as  a  food  for  diicks  does  not  depend 
upon  any  acids  that  may  be  present,  nor  upon  any  par- 
ticular types  of  micro-organisms:  but  upon  one  or  more 
of  the  natural  constituents  of  the  milk. 

When  milk  is  supplied  freely  to  chicks,  it  t)ecomes  all 
the  more  important  that  they  have  abundant  exercise. 

This  applies  more  particularly  to 
early  hatched  (-hicks  that  are  brooded 
wholly  or  for  the  most  part  indoors. 

The  feedintrof  sweet  or  sour  milk  to 
young  cliicks  has  in  no  instance  been 
found  to  be  in  any  way  injurious  to 
the  chicks  employed  in  our  numerous 
experiments.  If  the  milk  is  clean, 
and  not  too  old,  none  but  the  most 
favorable  results  should  accompany 
its  use  as  a  food  for  chicks.  There  is 
no  preference  in  the  choice  of  sweet 
or  of  sour  milk,  except  from  the 
standpoint  of  convenience.  The  use 
of  the  one  or  the  other  sliould  l)e  de- 
termined by  the  circumstances.  How- 
ever, it  seems  very  <lesirable  that 
the  same  kind  of  milk  be  supplied 
throughout  the  milk  feeding  Jperiod. 

If  the  choice  is  that  of  sour  milk, 
sour  milk  should  be  fed  to  the  end. 
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MR.  GOSGROVE'S  VIEWS  OF  LEGHORN  TYPE 

EDITOR  FAHM-roii.ritY :  — In  your  article  on  page 
IS-J  of  the  May  Ist  issue  of  your  paper,  you  ask 
me  whether  prices  for  Mr.  Tom  Barron's  poultry 
are  based  solely  on  records  and  pedigrees,  or  whether 
differences  are  made  according  to  some  visible  character- 
istics. For  instance,  assuming  that  a  bird  has  tail, 
comb,  and  other  characters  less  objectionable  to  those 
who  don't  like  squirrel  tails  and  beefy  combs,  does  such 
a  bird  command  a  higher  price? 

My  answer  is  that  it  does  not;  that  is,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware.  Mr.  15arron's  prictes  are  based  jjoleiy  on  records 
and  pedigrees.  While  some  of  his  birds  are  beauties, 
even  from  the  American  view  point,  yet  none  that  I 
have  ever  seen  have  the  low  tail  of  the  American  show 
Leghorn. 

I  am  frank  enough  to  admit  that  I  think  IMr.  Barron 
has  gone  to  one  extreme;  the  American  show  Leghorn 


was  no  such  low  tails  on  any  exhibition  leghorns  ten, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  years  ago.  The  trouble  with  the  fancy 
poultry  business  today  is  that  utility  has  been  practi<'ally 
lost  sight  of  while  cultivating  some  fad  of  appearance. 
The  white  face  on  the  Black  Spanish  is  a  noted  instance. 

(jEORdK  A.  Ci)S(;i!iivi:. 

SOME  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MR.  GOSGROVE'S 
LETTER 

MANY  readers  of  this  |)ai»er  will,  I  am  sure,  join  me 
in  thanking  Mr.  C'osgrove  for  the  above  state- 
ment.   Little  by  little  we  proceed  toward  clearer 
views  of  matters  developing  in  connection  with  Ihe  lay- 
ing com])etitions  which  have  been  unnecessarily  obscure. 

May  we  ask  ^Ir.  Cosgrove  now  to  tell  us  why,  if  Mr. 
Barron  in  selling  stock,  prices  it  according  to  perform- 
ance and  pedigree,  with  no  consideration  of  external 
characters,  Mr.  Barron  believes  in  a  laying  type,  under- 


Aylesbury  Ducks  on  an  English  Farm 


being  the  opposite  extreme.  That  is,  INlr.  Barron  has 
not  paid  enough  attention  to  looks,  while  the  American 
breeder  has  been  governed  altogether  too  much  by  looks. 
Evidently  you,  Mr.  Robinson,  hold  the  same  view  as  to 
the  American  breeder,  judging  from  yonr  article  in  the 
same  issue,  advising  more  emphasis  on  the  utility  end. 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  your  article  you  say — 
alluding  to  Mr.  Collingwood  and  myself — "the  first 
premise  in  each  case  is  that  a  certain  type  of  bird,  having 
certain  characteristics,  being  known  to  be  a  good  layer, 
those  not  of  this  type  *  *  •  cannot  be  good  layers." 
While  this  may  apply  to  Mr.  Collingwood 's  position,  it 
does  not  at  all  to  mine.  I  have  never  stated  or  implied 
that  American  bred  Leghorns  were  not  good  layers.  My 
own  American  Leghorns  do  some  mighty  good  laying. 
Permit  me  to  quote  from  a  letter  received  recently  from 
Mr.  J.  K.  Dubois,  manager  of  the  Electric  Dep't  of  the 
Lynn  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  He  raised  pullets  from 
eggs  I  .sent  him.  Here  is  their  performance  last  winter: 
November,  Htl;  December,  G.'lti;  January,  (i7(i;  I'ebru- 
ary,  ()•_'•_';  March,  Si'O.  Total,  •_'!i4o.  Reduced  to  a  ten 
hen  basis,  (same  as  at  the  college),  this  would  amount 
to  77:!  eggs.  Compare  this  with  the  four  leading  pens 
at  the  Storrs  contest  for  the  same  period : 
Wyandottes       Retls       Wyandottes  Leghorns 

SUl  7(il  718  cm 

The  average  of  the  four  pens  is  736,  against  773  by  my 
American  leghorns,  and  this  was  37  pullets  against  4(> 
at  the  contest.  So  you  see,  IMr.  Robinson,  I  could  not 
very  well  claim  that  American  Leghorns  were  not  good 
layers.  However,  I  can  say  that  these  were  not  the  low 
tailed  show  type  of  birds. 

In  another  paragraph  you  ask:  "Will  Mr.  Barron 
or  Mr.  Cosgrove  say  that  the  good  layers  are  invariably 
squirrel  tailed?  Will  they  say  that  the  greatest  layers 
have  the  worst  stjuirrel  tails,  and  the  most  unsightly 
combs .' ' ' 

That  question  is  too  ridiculous  to  need  an  answer,  but 
"just  to  please  the  child"  I  will  say  no,  they  do  not. 

And  now  in  conclusion  let  me  say,  Mr.  Robinson,  that 
you  are  placing  altogether  too  much  emphasis  on  "squir- 
rel tails."  One  would  think  by  reading  your  article 
that  Mr.  Barron's  I-eghorns  were  all  sijuirrel  tailed. 
That  is  not  true.  While  most  of  them  are  high  tailed  — 
as  compared  with  our  show  birds  —  comparatively  few 
are  really  squirrel  tailed.  The  present  fancy  low  tail 
has  been  bred  on  the  Leghorn  within  a  few  years.  There 


took  publif-ly  to  demonstrate  that  he  knew  how  to  ap- 
praise the  relative  laying  capacity  of  hens  very  accurately 
by  examination,  and  was  loudly  acclaimed  as  a  wizard 
because  of  his  alleged  success  in  doing  this?  What  was 
the  use  in  all  this  demonstration  for  the  instruction  or 
entertainment  of  the  public,  if  when  selling  fowls  Mr. 
Barron  pays  no  attention  to  anything  but  performance 
in  birds  with  records  and  pedigree  in  those  too  young  to 
have  made  a  record? 

My  question  referred  particularly  to  birds  with  pedi- 
gree and  performance  having  features  that  fanciers  con- 


Outdoor  Nests  for  Sitting  Hens 

sider  attractive.  Mr.  Cosgrove's  answer  seems  to  apply 
etpially  to  such  features  and  to  all  the  various  "signs  " 
by  which  it  was  supposed  Mr.  Barron  picked  out  indi- 
vidual good  layers  even  from  stock  he  had  never  seen 
before.  He  says  that  bo  far  as  lie  is  aware,  Mr.  Barron's 
prices  "are  based  solely  on  records  and  pedigrees."  I 
am  ama/.ed  at  this  becavise  while  I  thought  ii  likely  that 
Mr.  ^Barron  would  not  put  a  premium  on  what  might  be 
considered  fancy  points,  I  anticipated  that  as  a  matter 
of  course  a  man  who  professed  to  select  for  laying  ca- 
pacity by  observation  would  give  very  careful  attention 
to  that  when  selecting  birds  for  customers. 

Personally,  I  am  very  much  obliged  also  to  Mr.  Cos- 
grove for  the  records  that  be  furnishes  for  American 
leghorns.  This  is  good  evidence  of  what  I  have  held  all 
along,  that  layers  aa  good  as  those  in  the  contests  were 


abundant  here,  and  that  Barron's  trap  nests  and  types 
were  for  the  confusion  of  those  who  would  fall  for  such 
ideas  to  the  enrichment  of  Barron's  purse.  Obviously, 
the  question  about  squirrel  tails  and  large  combs  indi- 
cating laying  capacity  has  its  ridiculous  aspects.  It  also 
has  some  very  seriou.s  ones.  Messrs.  Collingwood,  Cos- 
grove, Barron  and  others  who  constantly  discuss  such 
ditlerences  in  features  as  characteristic  of  good  or  of  poor 
layers,  balk  at  once  if  we  ask  them  to  say  whether  the 
grade  of  the  character  indittates  the  grade  of  the  layer, 
yet  it  is  reasonably  plain  to  most  people  who  think  such 
matters  out  that  the  value  of  such  signs  depends  upon 
whether  they  can  be  used  to  grade  layers.  Walter  Hogan 
has  at  least  the  merit  of  applying  his  ideas  logically  and 
showing  the  courage  of  his  convictions  when  he  makes 
elaborate  tables  to  show  how  finely  laying  capacity  may 
be  graded  by  his  "system." 

Mr.  Cosgrove  appears  not  to  realize  that  while  when 
pinned  down  to  particulars  he  is  not  willing  to  say  that 
"type"  makes  the  layer  or  the  non-layer,  or  indicates 
degree  of  laying  capacity,  he  persists  in  discussing  the 
relative  qualities  of  different  types  as  if  they  did  have 
some  significance,  and  in  referring  to  characteristics  of 
American  Standard  leghorns  as  if  they  had  been  devel- 
oped at  the  expense  of  utility. 

Again  in  his  reference  to  my  position  in  regard  to 
fancy  and  utility  he  confuses  the  points  (which  may  be 
due  to  my  lack  of  clearness  and  proper  emphasis,  though 
I  tried  to  make  it  as  plain  as  possible  without  undue  re- 
iteration). I  have  nowhere  said  that  the  type  the  fan- 
cier liked  in  l-«ghorns  or  any  other  popular  breed  was 
not  good  for  utility  purposes.  What  I  urged  in  regard 
to  fanciers  going  after  the  trade  chiefly  interested  in 
utility  was  that  they  should  hatch  to  meet  the  seasonal 
demands  of  this  trade  and  adjust  their  prices  to  it  —  and 
one  of  the  jjirime  reamns  for  doing  .s'o  imx  lo  dcirlop  the  de- 
mand for  standard  slock  at  higher  prices. 

I  don't  think  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  admit  that 
I  am,  as  Mr.  Cosgrove  says,  placing  too  much  emphasis 
on  squirrel  tails  or  high  tails.  High  tails  have  been 
treated  as  indications  of  laying  capacity  and  squirrel 
tails  excused  on  the  ground  of  their  supposed  association 
with  laying  capacity,  until  many  p)eople  are  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  carriage  of  the  tail  means  a  great  deal  on 
this  point. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  necessary  to  admit  that  Mr.  Cos- 
grove's  view  of  the  trouble  with  the  fancy  poultry  busi- 
ness is  the  correct  one ;  for  utility  qualities  have  not  been 
lost  sight  of  to  an  extent  which  would  seriously  affect  it, 
if  other  conditions  were  right  and  propitious.  We  have 
in  fancy  poultry  a  few  breeds  in  which  a  fad  of  appear- 
ance has  seriously  affected  utility  qualities,  but  in  all  of 
them  the  excessive  development  of  a  fan(;y  feature  hap- 
pened long  ago — when  the  fancy  poultry  lousiness  was 
small. 

MAKE  YOUR  OWN  STRAIN 

C<»MMl';XClN<r  with  eggs  from  a  reliable  and  succes- 
ful  breeder  who  established  his  own  strain,  and 
mate  the  chicks  from  them  by  careful  selection. 
As  a  rule,  some  good  quality  will  crop  out  from  years 
hack ;  also,  you  will  have  the  benefit  of  years  from  a 
|iarly  who  is  sure  to  not  sell  anyone  his  best  breeders, 
and  such  stock  is  certain  to  produce  birds  of  uniform 
type  and  ])lumage.  If  unsatisfactory,  add  a  cockerel  of 
another  strain  that  will  correct  faults,  and  also  an  extra 
|)ullet  or  hen  with  plenty  of  undercolor  to  mate  those 
you  have  been  raising.  Don't  be  afraid  of  the  dark 
hackle  in  a  pullet,  because  as  a  hen  she  will  undoubtedly 
be  fine  for  several  years.  I  purchased  at  a  big  price  a 
pullet  of  a  noted  breeder  many  years  ago,  and  I  am 
obtaining  good  results  from  it  now,  or  might  state  the 
best.  W'here  you  have  three  or  four  pens  you  can  easily 
notice  some  resemblance  in  chicks  from  each  pen  when 
full  grown,  and  inbreeding  too  much  is  almost  impossi- 
ble. The  trouble  with  many  is  they  buy  pullets,  hens, 
cocks,  and  cockerels  from  different  breeders  and  expect 
to  produce  prize  winners,  because  all  are  from  prize 
winning  strains;  and  the  result  is  disappointing;  so  my 
motto  is:  Stick  to  your  own  strain  as  long  as  possible 
and  you  will  find  each  year  better  results.  "  Rolling 
stones  do  not  gather  moss."  The  Light  Brahma  require 
plenty  of  feed  and  personal  care.  You  will  find  that, 
beside  the  chick  feed  so  much  used,  there  is  nothing  that 
can  excel  hotel,  restaurant,  and  bakers'  bread  that  is 
left  over  and  is  sold  at  cheap  prices ;  but  it  must  not  be 
mouldy.  Break  it  up  and  mix  with  skim  milk  if  you 
wish  to  see  some  hungry  chicks  morning  and  night.  If 
not  milk,  add  water  —  just  enough  to  make  it  soft ;  but 
milk  is  the  beet.  Feed  at  first  lightly  when  about  three 
weeks  old,  and  add  more  as  they  continue  to  grow,  or 
until  late  fall  and  cold  weather,  then  give  the  mixture 
of  soft  feed,  meal  shorts,  ground  oats  and  good  beef 
scraps  with  their  regular  hard  feed. — Geo.  V.  FhEicuER, 
in  American  Lihgt  Brahma  Club  Year  Book. 
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Topics  of  the  Times 

Poultry  Conditions  and  Outlook 

SINCE  we  wrote  the  editorial  on  ' '  The  Poultry  Out- 
look" published  in  the  April  15th  issue  the  situa- 
tion has  continued  to  improve,  on  the  whole,  al- 
though breeders  of  high-class  stock  have  not  generally 
had  a  very  good  spring  trade.  The  demand  for  eggs  for 
hatching  has  been  uneven  and  spasmodic.  The  volume 
of  trade  in  day-old  chicks  seems  to  be  much  larger  than 
ever  and  dealers  in  poultry  supplies  report  spring  business 
good. 

From  what  we  see  and  hear  of  the  number  of  people 
becoming  interested  in  poultry  in  a  small  way  and  of  the 
increased  numbers  of  growing  chicks  old  poultry  keepers 
now  have  out,  the  production  in  this  section  will  be  the 
largest  in  years,  but  not  quite  as  early  as  is  desirable. 
It  will  take  another  season  of  si)ecial  eflort  to  get  chicks 
out  early  to  bring  the  poultry  stocks  where  they  ought  to 
be.  After  that  we  may  hope  for  a  return  of  the  times 
when  the  volume  of  early  v.'inter  egg  production  was  fair 
and  spring  hatches. more  generally  satisfactory. 

The  immediate  prospects  are  less  favorable  to  breeders 
of  exhibition  and  breeding  stock  than  toothers,  for  general 
business  conditions  are  not  improving  fast  enough  yet  to 
indicate  probabilities  of  early  returning  of  lively  interest 
in  the  grade  of  stock  they  produce.  IMost  of  them,  while 
disposed  to  curtail  expenses  as  much  as  possible  in  other 
ways,  are  producing  stock  enough  to  supply  their  trade 
in  the  event  that  circumstances  bring  about  settled  con- 
ditions in  time  for  a  good  fall  and  winter  trade  to 
develop. 

Like  Produces  Like  —  and  Then  Some 

IN  OTHER  words,  the  breeding  together  of  individuals 
similar  in  any  cliaratrter  tends  to  intensify  that  char- 
acter and  does  so  in  a  considerable  iiart  of  the  oH- 
spring.  What  is  true  of  one  character  is  also  true  of 
groups  of  characters  which,  by  careful  breeding,  have 
been  so  fixed  in  association  that  they  are  traustjiitted 
together  with  remarkable  uniformity. 

Those  who  advocate  "natural  standards,"  meaning 
thereby  such  standards  that  a  male  and  a  female  of  the 
approved  type  will  when  mated  together  produce  ofi- 
spring  of  both  sexes  of  the  same  type,  do  not  seem  to 
appreciate  that  in  general  that  would  result  in  changes 
of  type  which  the  Standard  is  designed  to  prevent. 

A  contributor  to  the  Light  Brahma  Club  Year  Book 
says:  "The  science  of  mating  is  not  to  put  perfectly 
marked  Brahmas  together  and  get  show  birds,  but  to 
mate  imperfect  specimens  and  get  show  birds." 

If  we  could  mate  perfect  specimens,  according  to  our 
ideal,  and  regularly  get  as  perfect  specimens,  there  would 


be  comparatively  little  interest  in  breeding,  for  the  best 
specimens  would  be  numerous  and  ordinary,  and  would 
sell  for  but  a  trifle  more  than  the  general  run  of  stock. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  "Standards"  do  often  change, 
first  in  application  and  then  in  description  to  conform 
to  a  new  application,  in  accordance  with  changes  brought 
about  through  the  intensification  of  characters  in  the 
mating  of  like  to  like.  Thus  a  little  ticking  in  the 
hackle  of  both  male  and  female,  and  in  the  saddle  of  a 
male,  will  constantly  increase  and  become  striping  if 
birds  which  have  this  feature  and  are  strongly  pigmented 
are  mated  together  generation  after  generation. 

In  the  development  of  a  breed  like  the  Rhode  Island 
lied  we  have  a  good  example  of  constantly  increasing 
pigmentation.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  other  breed 
ever  had  as  many  breeders  who  could  qualify  as  good 
breeders  in  as  short  a  time  as  the  l^hode  Island  Red, 
and  the  principal  reasons  for  this  are  that  the  color  was 
constantly  becoming  more  intense,  and  not  enough  at- 
tention was  given  to  shape.  The  breed  is  now  at  the 
stage  where  the  elimination  of  the  less  skilled  breeders 
for  exhibition  from  the  front  rank  will  be  quite  rapid. 

Can  Experiments  be  Made  Financially 
Successful  ? 

AMR.  PAYNTER,  in  England,  having  attracted 
some  attention  by  his  work  in  growing  poultry 
for  market  under  intensive  conditions,  was  en- 
gaged by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  demonstrate  the 
application  of  his  methods  upon  a  large  scale.  Accord- 
ing to  some  comments  upon  his  work  in  Poultry,  his 
two  attempted  demonstrations  have  been  rather  dismal 
failures,  the  latest,  in  which  he  raised  upwards  of  .S,500 
chickens  in  the  year,  showing  a  profit  of  only  2J4d. 
apiece,  instead  of  the  shilling  ahead  that  was  expected. 
It  is  not  stated  in  the  criticism  whether  this  5c.  per  head 
profit  is  over  and  above  the  salary  of  the  demonstrator, 
or  whether,  as  seems  to  be  customary  everywhere,  the 
"profit"  represents  the  return  for  labor,  or  for  the 
labor  of  the  person  in  charge.  This  critic,  who  writes 
under  the  ?io/((  (/e />?((?ne  "  Poultry  Farmer  "  says  in  in- 
troducing his  subject:  "Poultry  keepers  have  frequently 
complained  of  the  lack  of  State  support  in  developing 
the  poultry  industry  in  this  country  compared  with  what 
is  being  done  in  the  United  States  and  the  British 
Dominions,  but  a-great  many  are  now  inclined  to  think 
that  if  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  to  be 
judged  by  what  has  been  done  in  the  matter  of  the 
Paynter  chicken  rearing  experiments  we  should  get 
along  better  if  we  were  left  entirely  to  ourselves." 

The  question  of  "subsidizing"  a  man  who  has  made 
a  success  in  some  line  of  agriculture  to  demonstrate  for 
the  public  how  it  is  done,  is  one  that  has  often  been 
discussed  by  practical  workers  for  the  advancement  of 
agriculture  in  this  country.  We  do  not  know  on  just 
what  lines  the  Paynter  demonstration  in  p]ngland  was 
made.  But  here  the  idea  was  that  in  such  demonstra- 
tions the  demonstrator  would  repeat,  under  conditions 
which  gave  the  interested  public  a  chance  to  follow  his 
work  closely,  what  he  had  done  for  himself. 

In  every  case  it  has  been  recognized  at  an  early  stage 
of  consideration  of  such  a  project  that  it  was  not  prac- 
tical to  do  anything  of  this  kind,  because  making  a 
))lace  a  show  farm  interfered  with  the  profitable  conduct 
of  operations  upon  it,  and  because  the  point  of  view  of 
the  demonstrator  would  be  so  changed  by  conditions 
that  he  either  could  not  or  would  not  repeat  his  perform- 
an(;es  as  a  practical  man. 

Much  the  same  situation  exists  with  regard  to  all  ex- 
perimental and  instructional  work  in  agriculture  at 
|)ublic  expense.  Indeed  it  exists  as  to  instruction  and 
experiment  on  practical  farms,  but  with  the  tlillerence 
tiiat  the  jmblic  work  is  primarily  for  teaching  and  in- 
vestigation, while  iu  i)rivale  business  generally  these 
have  to  be  8ul)ordinate<i  and  so  limited  that  they  do  not 
.seriously  interfere  with  the  routine  of  profitable  opera- 
tions. Tiie  |)raclical  man  does  some  experimenting, 
lie  has  to,  and  he  often  has  to  devote  a  good  deal  of 
time  to  showing  those  he  employs  how  to  do  things,  but 
at  both  points  limits  are  impo,«ed  by  what  he  can  afi'ord 
and  what  will  pay.  If  he  exceeds  these  limits  at  one 
time  he  must  curtail  at  another. 

The  public  instructor,  experimenter  and  demonstrator 
is  limited  not  by  what  he  can  make  show  a  profit,  but 
according  to  his  ability  to  convince  those  who  make  or 
inHuence  appropriations  that  the  educational  value  of 
the  work  he  is  doing,  or  proposing  to  do.  justifies  the 
expense.  And  within  reasonal)le  limitations,  and  with 
able  and  judicious  men  in  charge  of  the  work,  this  is  as 
it  should  be,  for  under  such  circumstances  it  ixiys  the 


community  at  large  better  to  do  the  teaching  and  expe- 
rimenting at  public  expense  and  systematically  and 
thoroughly  than  to  have  all  that  kind  of  work  left  to 
those  who  are  under  the  necessity  of  making  their  work 
pay. 

The  fact  that  teachers  and  experimenters  are  often  of 
little  capacity  and  do  many  things  not  for  the  public 
interest  does  not  invalidate  the  principle. 

The  Ten  Commandments  and  Milk  for 
Chickens 

QUEER  title,  isn't  it?  What  relation  is  there  be- 
tween the  two  things  it  includes.  Well,  Thomas 
B.  Reed  once  described  Theodore  Roosevelt  as 
the  young  man  who  had  discovered  the  ten  command- 
ments, and  the  Storrs  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
has  recently  made  some  equally  startling  discoveries 
about  milk  as  a  poultry  food. 

It  has  come  to  be  quite  the  regular  thiug  in  this  otiice 
that  when  an  experiment  station  bulletin  arrives  in  the 
mail  the  editor  puts  it  aside  as  gingerly  as  if  it  were  a 
package  suspected  of  containing  an  infernal  machine, 
and  refrains  from  opening  or  looking  at  it  as  long  as 
there  is  anything  else  on  his  desk  that  can  by  any  possi- 
bility be  converted  into  copy.  Bulletins  from  some 
stations  are  so  far  quite  free  from  the  peculiarities  that 
dumbfound  a  practical  poultryman  and  editor,  but  each 
year  seems  to  add  to  the  list  of  the  peculiar  ones,  and 
we  never  feel  sure  that  one  will  not  appear  at  any  time 
from  anywhere. 

Consider  that  bulletin  on  milk  feeding  which  is  re- 
printed in  part  in  this  paper.  A  good  while  ago  Editor 
Nourae  of  the  I'ouUnj  Herald,  who  is  a  good  poultryman 
of  long  experience  pointed  out  the  error  in  a  preliminary 
statement  on  this  subject  from  the  Storrs  Station.  We 
quoted  what  he  said  and  elaborated  somewhat  upon  it. 
We  also  called  attention  to  the  absurdity  of  the  attitude 
of  press  bulletins  from  this  station  mentioning  the  ques- 
tion of  milk  feeding  as  if  it  w'ere  a  matter  of  which  little 
was  known,  when  it  has  all  been  common  knowledge  for 
centuries. 

Tlie  one  matter  in  the  observations  upon  milk  at  this 
station  that  was  outside  the  range  of  ordinary  observa- 
tion was  its  effect  upon  chicks  having  "white  diarrhea." 
The  station  at  first  reported  that  it  was  a  preventive. 
Now  it  tells  us  that  view  was  wrong.  Yet  w  hile  correct- 
ing itself  here  it  makes  several  errors  about  milk  that  are 
quite  inexcusable. 

Milk,  while  a  good  food,  does  not  make  such  difier- 
ences  as  it  has  found — not  when  compared  with  good 
feeding  in  which  no  milk  is  used.  This  bulletin  does 
not  describe  the  rations  compared,  and  the  reader  will 
not  therefore  learn  from  it  that  the  experiment  is  at  fault 
unless  he  very  carefully  examines  the  tables  ( which  we 
cannot  reprint)  when  he  may  notice  that  the  ration  of 
those  fed  no  milk  apparently  contained  no  animal  food. 

The  bulletin  is  wrong  again  in  its  cautions  about  using 
either  sweet  or  sour  milk  but  not  feeding  both  indifl'er- 
ently.  We  would  not  undertake  to  say  that  .something 
observed  at  the  station  ditl  not  suggest  to  those  in  charge 
that  change-about  feeding  had  bad  effects,  nor  would 
we  undertake  to  say  on  what  is  told  what  produced  such 
effects;  but  we  do  know  positively  that  provided  it  is  fit 
for  food  at  all,  and  there  is  not  something  unusual  in  the 
rations  or  conditions  making  chicks  peculiarly  susceptible 
to  variations  in  diet,  there  is  no  need  of  payiijg  any  at- 
tention to  whether  the  milk  is  sweet  or  sour,  or  how  sour. 

Market  Sussex  and  Standard  Sussex 

SOME  promoters  of  Sus.sex  fowls  in  America  are 
claiming  a  little  more  than  the  facts  warrant  for 
the  reputation  of  their  favorites  as  table  fowls  in 
England.  We  have  seen  many  statements  which  con- 
vey the  impression  that  it  is  the  Sussex  as  bred  to  Stand- 
ard type  in  form  that  is  so  highly  esteemed  as  a  table 
fowl  in  England. 

The  fact  is  that  the  Sussex  fowls  of  the  English  mar- 
kets are  fowls  of  any  variety  as  grown  by  the  Sussex 
jMjultry  growers,  just  as  with  us  a  South  Shore  chicken, 
or  a  I'hiladelphia  chicken,  may  be  of  any  breed  or  cross 
useful  for  producing  the  tyjie  of  bird  desired. 

What  Sussex  ( breed)  fowls  we  have  seen  in  this  coun- 
try have,  almost  without  exception,  Ijeen  of  good  table 
form.  So  were  most  of  the  first  Orpingtons  that  came 
to  this  country.  I>ater  that  merit  was  by  no  means  so 
genaral.  American  breeders,  as  a  rule,  do  not  pay 
enough  attention  to  shape  and  table  (|uality.  No  breed 
baa  or  ever  will  have  such  quality  unless  consistently 
bred  for  it. 
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H.  H.  COLLIER  ON  COMPARISON  AND  SCORE 
CARD  JUDGING 


iROM  a  personal  letter  from  Mr.  H.  II.  Collier, 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  I  (juote  the  following: 


"I  understand  that  you  had  an  article  a  short 
time  ago  when  you  dealt  with  score  as  opposed  to  com- 
parison judging.  Personally,  I  have  been  an  advocate 
of  score  cards  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  poultry 
business  or  show  business.  I  have  judged  poultry  since 
1S94,  and  in  that  time  have  scored  more  birds  than  I 
ever  compared.  I  can  do  as  good  work  by  one  system 
as  1  can  with  the  other,  and  a  judge  that  cannot  has 
no  right  to  take  a  position  where  he  makes  awards  on 
poultry. 

"  For  a  man  to  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  judge  a 
show  by  score  is  to  show  his  ignorance  of  the  Standard. 
The  Standard  has  set  rules.  It  tells  just  what  each 
section  is  worth,  and  the  man  who  is  not  competent  to 
make  deductions  has  no  right  to  judge.  The  man  who 
does  not  know  the  value  of  a  s-ection  could  not  score  a 
bird  and  could  not  compare  birds,  either.  With  each 
section  being  given  its  proper  value,  then  it  is  simply  a 
matter  of  knowing  birds  and  the  worth  of  difierent  sec- 
tions, and  noting  one's  deductions  on  paper. 


"  I  have  seen  the  little  shows  die  off  under  compari- 
son. I  have  scored  a  show  where  there  were  seven 
hundred  birds,  and  go  back  where  a  comparison  show 
was  held  the  year  previous  and  find  that  the  exhibit  had 
dwindled  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  fowls. 

"Today  we  have  about  seven  millions  of  peoples  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  who  are  interested  in 
poultry.  In  that  number  there  are  at  least  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  who  may  be  classed  as  "  Fanciers." 

"  Unless  we  can  do  something  to  create  more  fanciers 
in  the  poultry  worl<l,  the  poultry  business  is  going  back 
to  so  much  a  pound  for  the  carcas  and  a  fixed  market 
price  for  egg.s  that  will  only  be  governed  by  supply  and 
demand.  If  we  will  create  new  fanciers  each  year,  then 
we  can  have  more  to  sell  to ;  therefore  more  business  for 
the  fancier,  (htnparhon  shows  have  never  made  a 
fancier,  while  score  card  shows  made  thousands.  The 
man  who  never  knew  his  birds,  never  has  a  chance  to 
know  them  in  a  comparison  show.  Score  (jards  may  be 
a  Chinese  puzzle,  as  some  of  the  "high  brows"  are 
pleased  to  call  them,  but  they  at  least  give  the  amateur 
something  to  puzzle  over.  Comparison  gives  absolutely 
nothing  to  the  average  amateur  breeder.  lie  gets  beat 
in  the  show  room,  but  has  no  way  of  ever  knowing 
whether  his  birds  even  romparcd  in  quality  to  the  win- 


ner. A  score  at  least  shows  that  in  certain  sections  his 
birds  were  deficient  even  if  the  cuts  in  the  card  does  not 
tell  him  why.  If  you  give  the  amateur  a  card,  he  can 
take  that  card  to  some  friend  and  have  something  to 
talk  about.  Comparison  does  not  give  him  a  chance  to 
even  talk.  He  has  no  point  to  start  a  conversation.  He 
is  beaten,  but  he  does  not  know  why." 


I  can  agree  substantially  with  Mr.  Collier  in  every- 
thing but  what  is  contained  in  the  second  paragraph 
quoted.  As  apparently  he  had  not  when  he  wrote  read 
my  article  in  the  April  15th  issue,  I  shall  await  with  in- 
terest any  statement  he  may  wish  to  make  in  regard  to 
ray  explanation  of  what  score  card  judging  really  is  in 
practice.  Repeatedly  for  the  past  five  or  six  years  — 
perhaps  a  little  longer — I  have  explained  this  point  and 
have  called  for  volunteers  who  would  undertake  to  prove 
that  I  was  wrong. 

While  waiting  to  hear  from  Mr.  Collier^I^will  say 
nothing  more  about  that,  but  will  say  here  that  what 
has  (|ueered  score  card  judging  has  been  the  eflbrt  to 
inject  into  its  problems  an  altogether  superfluous  "scale 
of  points,"  and  to  explain  scoring  as  a  process  based 
upon  that  scale  of  points  when  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 


Scratcbiug  Shed  House  Built  by  A.  F.  Hunter  on  His  Farm  at  South  Natick,  Mass., 
That  was  the  Favorite  Model  for  Houses  of  This  Type  in  the  Beginning  of  Their  Popularity 


HEAVEN  HELP  THE  HOUDAN 

RF.FKKRIN(i  to  the  suggestion  in 
FARM-Pon.TKY  that  ordinarily  a 
man  in  his  position  with  reference 
to  the  Houdan  and  the  Iloudan  Club 
would  resign,  and  that  developments  as 
to  his  attitude  would  be  awaited  with  in- 
terest, .lohn  A.  Gongh  announces  through 
his  "Timely  (?)  Topics"  in  the  Ameriran 
Fancit-r  that  on  July  Ist  "  we  expect  to 
assume  the  office  to  which  we  were  elected 
by  a  majority  of  the  voting  club  mend)er- 
ship,  and  also  at  the  time  of  our  assump- 
tion of  our  otlicial  duties  it  is  our  present 
intention  to  call  Mr.  Abernethy  to  public 
account  for  not  only  his  attacks  on  us 
personally,  relative  to  our  work  in  the 
show  room  and  the  poultry  press,  but 
also  we  shall  ask  for  his  proof  of  his  state- 
ments relative  to  club  afl'airs." 

Mr.  ( tough  is  also  greatly  ])erturbed  by 
the  bluntnesa  of  my  suggestions.  He  finds 
that  something  has  "dimmed  the  euphem- 
istic powers  of  the  erudite  editor  of  Fakm- 
Poi'i.TKV,"  and  that  what  I  now  write 
"sounds  more  like  the  namby  pamby 
poultry  trash  of  a  vindictive  village 
gossip.'.' 

Dear  me  I  This  is  the  first  intimation 
I  have  had  that  Mr.  Gough  discovered 
any  euphemistic  <iuality  in  what  I  wrote. 
His  memory  must  be  failing.  His  latest 
comment  about  me  is  very  mild  in  com- 


parison with  most  previous  replies  to 
what  I  had  occasion  to  say  about  his 
writings. 

It  should  console  Mr.  Gough  to  learn 
that  in  what  I  said  about  his  resigning  I 
was  not  trying  to  be  "  euphemistic,"  but 
endeavoring  to  say  what  I  meant  so  that 
no  one  could  possibly  misconstrue  it. 
With  the  same  idea  in  mind  I  will  say 
further  to  Mr.  (TOUgh  that  ordinarily  a 
man  in  his  relation  to  the  Houdan  Club 
at  the  present  time  would  not  announce 
that  he  proposed  to  assume  the  office  to 
which  he  was  elected  and  then  call  those 
who  had  been  in  controversy  with  him  to 
account,  but  would  resigii  and  leave  it 
with  the  club  to  act  upon  his  resignation. 

Under  the  circumstances  now  existing 
the  present  officers  of  the  club  are — an(l 
specifically  the  secretary — amply  justifiecl 
in  refusing  to  deliver  to  Mr.  (Jough  any 
books,  papers,  or  records  of  the  Houdan 
Club.  Indeed,  it  .would  be  the  rankest 
folly  for  them  to  do  so  after  he  has  an- 
nounced that  he  would  make  no  attempt 
to  reply  to  a  public  repudiation  of  his 
utterances  by  the  president  of  the  club 
in  behalf  of  the  club,  until  he  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  but  would 
then  proceed  to  make  mincemeat  of  his 
critics. 

In  a  case  of  this  kind  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  books,  records,  and  corre- 
spondence of  the  club  would  furnish 


evidence  which  Mr.  Gough  intimates  they 
would  damaging  to  his  critics. 

The  proper  thing  to  do  in  a  case  of  this 
kind,  in  the  interests  of  the  club,  and  of 
the  breed,  is  for  the  present  otlicers  to 
take  action  in  such  manner  as  the  consti- 
tution of  the  club  may  provide,  or  if  the 
constitution  has  nothing  of  this  procedure, 
in  a  manner  customary  in  such  cases, 
complaining  against  Mr.  Gough  as  a 
member  and  as  an  officer-elect  for  con- 
duct detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the 
club. 

If  they  do  not  do  this,  and  if  they  allow 
Mr.  (iough  to  assume  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  undertake  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
gram he  has  announced,  the  club  and  its 
members  will  deserve  no  sympathy  in  the 
troubles  that  follow.  If  Mr.  Gough  were 
half  as  clever  as  he  seems  to  think,  he 
would  realize  that  he  would  be  in  a  much 
better  position  if  he  resigned,  thus  ap- 
pealing to  tlie  club  memi)er8'  judgment 
now,  than  if  he  allows  himself  to  be 
placed  on  the  defensive. 

It  is  exceedingly  unfortunate  for  the 
Houdan  interests  that  the  present  situa- 
tion should  have  arisen ;  but  here  it  is, 
and  if  Mr.  Gough  has  not  consideration 
enough  for  the  club  to  take  the  action 
tliat  makes  least  disturbance,  the  mem- 
bers are  given  the  alternative  of  proceed- 
ing against  him  at  once,  or  having  to 
deal  with  a  more  difficult  situation  later. 


TINIE  YET  REMAINS 

TO  HATCH  AND  RAISE  WINNERS 
FOR  NEXT  WINTER'S  SHOWS 

15  egps  as  the.v  run  from  our  superior  iiiatoil 
Pens  for  $10.  Either  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks 
Single  Conih  Crown  Lejjliorns,  or  linth. 

GROVE  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS, 
Box  666,  Waltham,  Mass. 


Cook's  Buttercups 

Win  at  leading  Winter  Shows  as  follows : 

MADISON    SQUARE  BOSTON 
GARDEN,  1915  1915 

1st  Corkerel.  1st   Hen,  3<I  1st 
and  4tli  I'lillet,  Spet'ial  for   ',i<l  an<l  4th 
Ilest  Colored  Male,  .'Spratfs  Pullet 
Suecial  for  ISest  Ituttercap 
Hatohed 

Will  sell  a  few  eges  from  pen  headed  by  Ist 
Madison  Square  Cockerel,  $3  for  15.  Eggs  wUi 
be  shipped  with  every  possible  care,  by 
express,  but  hatches  will  not  be  Kuaranteed, 
as  they  cannot  be  wlien  sold  at  this  low  price. 
All  kinds  ot  stork  for  salt'  after  September  Ist. 


G.  SYDNEY  COOK,  Jr. 


WEST  NEWTON,  MASS. 

Address  all  eorrespondenee  to 
THOMAS  TKAGUE.  Snp't, 
Hex  aa,  Kdifemont,  Mt.  Snnnapee,  N.  H. 
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A  SATISFACTORY  REPORT  OF 
A  LAYING  COMPETITION 

THE  report  of  the  laying  competition 
at  the  Harper  Adams  Agricultural 
College,  in  England,  beginning 
Oct.  25,  1913,  and  ending  Oct.  24,  1VI14, 
is  the  most  satisfactory  report  of  a  laying 
competition  I  have  seen.  A  general  sur- 
vey of  it  shows  nothing  calling  for  crilvyum  . 
It  was  compiled  by  Mr.  Will  Brown,  and 
is  a  fine  piece  of  work  combining  practi- 
cal knowledge  and  scientific  method  in  an 
easily  understandable  report.  For  this 
quality  in  it  credit  appears  to  be  due  to 
three  men,  Mr.  F.  \V.  Rhodes,  who  was 
manager  of  the  competition  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  period  covered  by  the 
report;  Mr.  T.  Hedges,  the  poultryman 
in  charge  of  the  birds,  and  Mr.  Brown  to 
whom,  being  appointed  manager  about 
the  end  of  the  year,  it  fell  to  prepare  the 
report.  Mr.  Brown  quite  disclaims  any 
credit  for  himself  because  of  the  lateness 
of  his  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
year  reported,  but  while  I  cannot  at  this 
time  locate  the  report  for  the  preceding 
year,  this  one  seems  to  me  to  show  quali- 
ties for  which  full  credit  should  be  given 
him.  I  don't  think  that  an  equally  good 
report  got  by  me  without  attracting  my 
attention  last  year,  though  if  it  came  at 
the  corresponding  season  it  might  have, 
for  I  was  not  in  good  working  condition, 
and  work  on  the  A.  P.  A.  Constitution 
sometimes  took  my  attention  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  matters. 

However,  this  report  is  one  that  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  read  and  comment  upon.  It 
avoids  the  faults  that  have  been  common 
in  reports  of  competitions,  and  it  pre- 
sents elaborately,  yet  clearly,  the  details 
necessary  for  an  intelligent  understanding 
of  results.  As  an  illustration  of  the  way 
each  pen  is  reported  in  detail,  the  page 
describing  the  work  of  the  winning  pen 
is  reproduced  herewith: 

The  general  introductory  description  of 
each  pen  is  more  varied  in  most  cases, 
because  it  indicates  reasons  for  ])Oor  lay- 
ing by  the  pen  or  by  individuals.  Mere, 
for  instance,  is  the  description  of  Pen  4, 
which  finished  24th  of  the  5U  pens: 

"Rather  a  mixed  lot  of  birds.  Two 
were  of  large  size,  (Nos.  22  and  24),  and 
four  were  small.  Three  birds  were  back- 
ward (Nos.  21,  22,  and  23).  No.  22  did 
not  lay  until  the  second  period ;  No.  23 
until  the  4th,  and  No.  26  until  the  5th. 
The  birds,  on  the  whole,  were  steady  lay- 
ers. All  birds  in  the  pen  laid  good  sized 
eggs." 

With  this  preliminary  information  one 
can  go  througii  the  tabulated  results  and 
get  an  intelligent  idea  of  the  work  of  a 
bird  and  of  the  relations  of  the  results  to 
various  questions  that  have  been  exten- 
sively discussed  in  connection  with  laying 
contests.  I  will  (juote  just  a  few  more, 
selecting  those  that  throw  light  on  points 
of  special  interest.  Pen  2,  White  Wyan- 
dottes  which  finished  in  3d  place: 

"This  was  a  smart  pen  right  from  the 
beginning.  They  were  medium  sized 
birds,  with  the  exception  of  Nos.  1 1  and 
12,  which  were  rather  small." 

Fen  3,  also  White  Wyandottes,  finished 
15th. 

"These  birds  were  backward  on  ar- 
rival. There  was  a  great  ditlerence  in 
size.    Nos.  13  and  17  were  larger;  Nos. 

14  and  Ki  were  medium ;  and  Nos.  15  and 

15  were  small.  The  smallest  proved  to  be 
the  worst  layers." 

Pen  S,  White  Wyandottes,  finished 
22d. 

"  On  arrival  three  birds  were  well  ma- 
tured, but  the  remaining  three  were  back- 
ward. Tlie  two  largest  birds  were  the 
best  and  worst  layers  respectively." 

In  l^en  !•,  White  Wyandottes,  finished 
2.")d,  the  two  largest  birds  were  the  poor- 
est layers,  but  it  would  appear  that  one 
of  them  had  been  laying  well  before  the 
contest,  and  so  her  year  of  laying  did  not 
correspond  with  it. 

The  hen  wliicth  ))roved  to  be  the  best 
layer  in  tlie  Wyandotte  section  was  in  the 
l)en  that  finished  -I  llii.  She  was  hatched 
in  February,  and  laid  her  first  egg  No- 
vember Kith.  Her  weiglit  on  arrival  was 
4  lbs.  4  ozs. ;  on  return  5  lbs.  8  oz.,  after 
never  laying  less  than  IS  eggs  a  month 
except  in  November,  the  month  she  began 
to  lay.  I  think  there  must  be  some  mis- 
take about  the  age  of  this  hen.  If  not, 
hers  would  appear  to  be  one  of  the  com- 
paratively rare  cases  when  poor  early 
growth  is  made  up  and  does  not  seem  to 
have  impaired  vitality. 

Our  mutual  friend,  Tom  Barron,  whose 
White  Wyandottes  finished  Gth,  is  one  of 
the  few  who  gives  the  exact  date  of  hatch- 


ing. His  pullets  were  hatched  March 
15th.  I  fear  that  he  had  spoiled  his 
chances  somewhat  by  sending  to  Ameri- 
can contests,  for  three  of  his  entries  here 
were  reported  backward  on  arrival.  Mr. 
Barron  also  had  hard  luck  on  account  of 
the  introduction  of  roup  from  another 
pen;  four  of  his  birds  died  and  were  re- 
placed, one  was  sent  home  near  the  end 
of  the  contest  sick  and  not  replaced. 

The  roup  which  aflected  a  number  of 
pens  was  brought  in  by  male  birds  sent 
at  the  beginning  of  the  breeding  season. 

The  poorest  layer  in  the  24  pens  of 
White  Wyandottes  laid  H\  eggs.  It  would 
ap))ear  from  the  record  that  this  was  a 
case  where  an  examination  should  have 
been  made.  This  was  a  pullet  weighing 
434  lbs.  when  entered  and  Ay,  lbs.  when 
returned.  She  was  hatched  in  March, 
and  in  the  competition  laid  her  first  egg 
November  17th  ;  in  the  next  five  days  she 
laid  4  eggs;  in  the  next  period  of  four 
weeks,  2:!  eggs;  in  the  next  four  weeks 
period,  22  eggs;  in  the  next,  14  eggs;  in 


could  tell,"  but  I  fear  that  someone 
blundered  observations  on  this  hen,  for 
it  is  obvious  that  a  lien  that  entered  the 
contest  weighing  5  lbs.  2  ozs.,  that  laid 
remarkably  well  for  twenty  weeks,  and 
that  after  not  having  laid  an  egg  for  five 
months  was  half  a  pound  lighter  than 
when  entered,  was  not  in  good  condition. 

In  the  pen  which  (-ontained  this  hen 
"the  largest  bird,"  to  quote  the  report, 
"was  the  best  layer,"  laying  197  eggs. 
This  hen  laid  (i  lbs.  when  entered  and  7 
lbs.  when  returned.  8he  was  hatched 
Feb.  7,  1913,  and  laid  her  first  egg  at  the 
contest  Nov.  10,  WV.',,  idien  xhe  wax  more 
tlian  nine  mordlis  old.  You  may  not  ap- 
preciate it.  Reader,  bnt — "believe  me"  — 
the  figures  as  furnished  in  this  report 
are  demoralizing  to  a  lot  of  the  recent 
"  findings"  of  "  science"  about  egg  pro- 
duction; and — to  further  indulge  in  the 
vernacular  "  the  worst  is  yet  to  come"  — 
when  we  get  to  the  Leghorns. 

As  I  read  these  remarks  about  size  in 
the  prefatory  notes  ou  the  pens  in  this 


Tabulated  Report  for  One  Pen  in  Harper  Adams  Ag:ricultural  College 

Laying  Competition. 

Pen  6.— Bird  No.  31,  32,  33,  :54,  35,  3c.. 

Owner:    Mr.  G.  B.  Metcalfe,  Claydon  Farm,  LechlaJe. 

These  birds  were  well  matured  on  arrival.  Each  bird  in  the  pen  yielded  upwards 
of  200  eggs.  This  pen  was  awarded  first  place.  The  eggs  from  this  pen  were  very 
good  in  size. 


Date  1913—1914 


No.  OF  Bird 


Value 


rerioa 
(4  w'ks) 

 \ 

:;i 

32 

33 

34 

35 

 \ 

36 

Total 

a 

s 

d 

1 

Oct. 

25— Nov. 

21 

17 

19 

22 

19 

(i 

17 

100 

0 

15 

2 

Nov. 

22-Dec. 

19 

19 

20 

20 

21 

19 

18 

117 

0 

19 

1034 

,> 

Dec. 

20— Jan. 

16 

20 

21 

20 

17 

19 

15 

112 

0 

16 

lOK 

4 

Jan. 

17— Feb. 

13 

21 

20 

27 

14 

19 

19 

113 

0 

13 

4 

5 

Feb. 

14— Mar. 

13 

20 

21 

20 

10 

19 

21 

117 

0 

10 

<j 

Mar. 

14— Apr. 

10 

22 

21 

20 

19 

20 

21 

123 

u 

!) 

5 

7 

Apr. 

1 1— May 

8 

18 

19 

19 

11 

15 

20 

102 

0 

7 

S 

May 

9— June 

5 

21 

18 

16 

14 

16 

Ki 

101 

0 

7 

8 

!) 

.lune 

()— July 

3 

Ki 

15 

18 

19 

15 

23 

107* 

0 

8 

Itl 

July 

4— July 

31 

16 

15 

18 

17 

15 

15 

96 

0 

8 

7^ 

11 

Aug. 

1— Aug. 

28 

15 

14 

17 

14 

14 

11 

S5 

0 

8 

^Vz 

12 

Aug. 

29 -Sept. 

25 

n 

14 

Ki 

18 

S 

21 

88 

0 

10 

0 

i:i 

Sept. 

2(j-0ct. 

24 

14 

10 

12 

12 

Ki 

14 

78 

n 

!) 

uy. 

Total 

Oct. 

25— Oct. 

24 

23U 

227 

238" 

211 

201 

231 

1339* 

6 

7% 

Position 
of  Pen 


•Including  1  unrecorded  egg. 


Total  number  of  eggs   

Average  number  of  eggs  per  bird 

Total  value  of  eggs   

Average  value  of  eggs  per  bird 

PERCENTAGE 


£7 
£1 


1339 
223  17 

6  m 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 


OF 

let  Grade 

10(.).0tl 
100.00 

95.80 

99.53 

86;  15 

86.15 


GRADED 

2d  Grade 


EGGS 

3d  Grade 


4tli  Grade 


4.20 
11.47 
12.40 
13.85 


1.45 


Total    94.70  5.08  0.22   

WEIGHTS  OF  BIRDS,  DATES  OF  HATCHING,  AND  DATES  OF  LAYING 


Welsh!  on 

Weight  on 

Increase  or 

an 

ival 

return 

decrease 

Date  of 

Date  of 

lbs. 

ozs. 

lbs. 

0/.8. 

lbs. 

07.S. 

Hatchlnfr 

first  egg 

No.  ;;i  •■ 

5 

4 

5 

0 

—0 

4 

March 

Oct.  25th 

No.  32    . . 

•■  5 

8 

5 

0 

—0 

8 

t  i 

Oct.  2(ith 

No.  33    . . 

5 

0 

5 

0 

Oct.  25th 

No.  34    .  • 

5 

12 

() 

0 

+0 

4 

Oct.  25tii 

No.  .35    .  • 

5 

0 

4 

8 

-0 

8 

( ( 

Oct.  2(iih 

No.  36    •  • 

•  •  5 

8 

5 

8 

Oct.  25ih 

the  next,  9  eggs;  in  the  next  4  eggs;  then 
from  April  11  th  to  the  end  of  the  contest 
October  24th,  not  a  single  egg.  What 
was  the  reason?  In  Pen  23,  ButT  Orping- 
tons, there  was  one  hen  tliat  never  laid 
an  egg,  though  in  good  health  through- 
out the  contest.  She  was  killed  and  ex- 
amined, and  it  was  found  that  she  had 
only  one  ovary,  on  the  left  side,  their  be- 
ing no  tra(;e  of  a  second. 

This  is  a  very  interesting  case.  Wliy 
do  hens  have  two  ovaries?  Do  they  need 
two?  They  have  two  appendices.  .\t  the 
Maine  Experiment  Station  some  years 
ago,  Drs.  I'earl  and  Surface  made  some 
experiments  on  removing  ai)pendice.s.  As 
I  recall  it,  they  found  that  the  removal  of 
one  appendix  made  no  ditlerence,  bnt 
after  tlie  removal  of  one  and  a  portion  of 
the  other  the  bird  wasted  away. 

The  best  layer  in  the  competition  dur- 
ing the  four  winter  periods,  from  Novem- 
ber 22  to  March  13,  was  a  BuH  Orpington 
hen ;  in  this  period  she  laid  97  ejrgs.  She 
had  laid  19  eggs  in  the  first  four  weeks  of 
the  competition.  Between  IMarch  L'Uh 
and  April  loth  she  laid  only  :>  eggs.  In 
the  next  four  weeks  period,  only  1  egg. 
After  that  none.  It  is  said  that  she  ap- 
peared in  perfect  health  "as  far  as  one 


competition  I  am  reminded  of  a  sym|)o- 
sium  upon  market  birds  that  we  had  in 
this  paper  about  I'.iou.  It  ran  through 
several  numbers  and  ilien  we  discovered 
that  what  breeders  of  Standard  poultry 
of  the  medium  to  large  varieties  con- 
8i<iered  a  xnaiU  bird,  the  marketmen  called 
a  large  bird.  The  breeder  in  estimating 
size  starts  with  Standard  weights.  A  bird 
of  Standard  weight  or  a  little  under  he 
calls  medium  sized;  above  that  is  large; 
below  i.s  small.  The  Standard  weights 
for  a  Wyandotte  hen  is  V>y,  lbs. ;  for  a 
I'lymouth  Kock  hen,  7  ' j  lbs. — live  weight. 
Such  birds  the  breeder  calls  medium  for 
their  breed.    The  marketman  does  not 


ROOFING 


Plain  every  day  reasoning  will 
prove  the  economy  of  covering 
your  roofs  with  Aiiiatite  —  the 
iiiiner.il  surfaced  roofing  that  re- 
quires no  painting. 

When  you  lay  Amatite,  your  time 
is  not  spent  keeping  your  roof 
water-ti^ht  or  p.itciiingleaks  just 
when  there  is  important  work  to 
be  done  about  the  farm. 

Amatite  costs  no  more  than  the 
smooth  surfaced  roofings  that  re- 
quire painting.  Sold  everywhere. 

free  samples  on  request 

BARRETT  MFG.  COMPANY 

New  York  Chicago     Philadelphia  Boston 
St.  Louis  Cleveland 
Pittsburgh       Cincinnati  <^S^% 
Detroit  Minneapolig  • 

Kansas  City     Salt  Lake  City 
Seattle  Birminy:[iurn 


ISP"- 


Tracey's  S.  C.  Reds 

Hie  winner.i  thf  past  season  at  New  Yi>rk 
State  b'liiv  and  .>la<lison  S<iuj«rf  (larilen 

Eggs  from  our  First  Prize  Madison 
Square  Garden  Cockerel,  $IO  per 
sitting  balance  of  season. 

GEO.  AV.  TKACKV.  Kin<lerliuuk.  N.  Y. 


BABY  CHICKS 

From  our 
■.iOO  to  Kkk 
StiM'k  iiay  \>vsl.  Order 
now.  Make  money; 
Sa\e  nioiu'y.  While, 
Hull.  Harreil  Koi-ks: 
\>  yaii<li>ll«-- :  Orpine- 
t(»ns;  l.eeltorns;  an<l 
Keds.  Kees  lo  liali  li, 
and  Pcdieree  Cock- 
erels. 

SUNNYSIDE  FARM 

Bo.\  luoO,  Bristol,  Vt. 


Poultry  and  Pigeon  Supplies 
C  AUAPC'C 

UnVnUL  0  ARE  UNEQUALED 

Fanc  y  Hirils  I'or  Hreed in e  I'li  rposes.  Kees 
for  Uatcliini;  in  se.'ison.    Send  for  Calaloir. 

C.  T.  SAVAGE, 

67  North  Market  St..  Boston.  Mass. 


$1,569.89  on  a  Town  Lot 

Here  i.s  a  human  intere.'st  story 
of  how  Mr.  Carter  mado  lhi.s  real 
money  with  Buffalo  Equipment. 
Everyone  interested  in  making: 
money  out  of  poultry  should  asK 
for  our  March  circular  and  cata- 
lovruo  of  Buffalo  Incubators  and 
Bnxjders. 

BUFFALO  INCUBATOR  CO. 

Chas.  A.  Cyphers.  Pres. 
Dewilt  Street    Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Mirimichi 

S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 


POULTRY  FARM  BREED- 
ING SEASON  END  SALE 

WHITE  ROCKS     WHITE  WYANDOTTES 


For  llio  balance  of  the  season  we  Bhall  sell  exus  from  our  Top  Notch  I'ens  at  only  *5  per  l.'i.  Standard 
MatlnKs,  $3  per  15.  We  have  nearly  all  our  chicks  for  this  season  hatched,  and  must  make  looiii  for  our 
youni,'  uronlni;  stock.  We  offer  extra  good  values  In  pure  blooded  stock,  either  breed,  In  mated  pairs, 
trios  and  pens,  with  delivery  iiny  time  after  May  10th.  Order  a  mated  pen  al  once  and  you  iret  a  month's 
good  breedlUK  from  them  for  this  season's  chicks.  Our  prices:  Mated  pairs.  %^  to  $2():  mated  trios,  $7.50 
to  *.15:  mated  pens.  Sl'2  lo  V*L  Order  now  ami  uet  the  cream  of  our  sale.  Kemember.  first  come,  first 
served.  Send  for  catalou.  I'tillty  department:  Erks,  S7.50  per  KKI;  tl.riO  per  l.").  D:iy  old  chicks,  $18  per 
100:  tlO  per  30:       per  2."). 


Mirimichi  Poultry  Farm, 


Foxboro,  Mass. 

AV.  U.  SAART.  Proprietor. 
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White  Holland  Turkeys 


consider  breed  at  all.  A  dressed  fowl 
weighing  4  or  lbs.  is  medium;  anything 
above  that  is  large. 

8o  when  we  come  to  laying  competitions. 
The  Standard  weight  for  an  Orpington 
hen  is  S  lbs.,  but  an  Orpington  pullet  in 
a  laying  competition  that  finishes  the 
year  \  y>  to  '2  lbs  below  this  weiglit  is  re- 
garde(l  as  "  large  and  coarse."  It  is  the 
same  with  other  varieties.  Mosi  of  the 
birds  in  the  competitions  are  away  below 
Standard  weight,  from  which  I  jiuige  that 
they  are  not  typical  of  their  varieties  at 
all,  and  I  long  to  be  in  a  position  where  I 
could  take  some  really  larger  birds  of  these 
varieties  and  show  what  c^an  l)e  done  wilh 
them  in  the  way  of  egg  production.  She 
has  positively  nothing  to  do  with  laying 
capacity,  but  ability  to  keep  large  bens 
in  laying  condition  has  a  lot  to  do  wilh 
egn  records. 

We  will  skip  the  Bufl'  Kocka  and  Rhode 
Island  Keds,  of  which  there  were  but 
three  pens  each,  and  come  to  the  White 
Leghorns — with  fifteen  pens.  Now  hold  - 
your  breath.  The  first  pen  in  this  section 
was  entered  by  Mr.  Edward  ("am,  whcse 
pen  of  Wyandottes  won  third  place,  and 
these  White  Leghorns  came  in  thirty-sixth 
place,  with  fifty  pens  in  competition. 
The  best  hen  in  this  pen  laid  L'.'W  eggs  in 
the  twelve  months,  antl  she  was  April 
hatched  and  did  not  lay  her  first  egg  in 
the  competition  until  the  'itU  of  January 
when  she  was  between  eight  and  nine 
months  old.  The  next  best  of  the  lot  laid 
2Ui»  eggs,  starting  early  and  laying  con- 
sistently through  the  contest. 

In  the  next  White  Leghorn  pen  which 
also  finished  low  down,  there  was  one 
very  poor  layer  spoiling  the  record  of  an 
otherwise  good  pen.  The  notes  say:  "She 
had  a  pearly  eye,  a  feature  which  was 
noticeable  in  a  number  of  tlie  poor 
layers." 

The  best  White  leghorn  pen,  and  sec- 
ond in  the  (-ompetition,  contained  one 
hen  that  laid  only  152  eggs,  all  the  others 
going  over  L'OO.  Three  of  the  birds  were 
hatched  April  ".'(iih ;  the  other  three  May 
1st.  The  latter  three  were  the  heaviest 
liiyers  with  records  of  iMS,  l',s,s,  l'(;7.  The 
hen  laying  :.'(>7  was  over  a  month  later  in 
beginning  than  her  sisters  of  the  same 
age,  and  two  of  the  April  L'Ulh  birds  were 
still  later.  The  poorest  layer  in  this  pen 
appears  to  have  lacked  stamina.  She  did 
well  the  first  half,  but  very  poorly  after- 
wards. 

The  pen  of  White  Leghorns  that  finished 
•")th  was  cotnposed  of  pullets  hatched 
April  l.')th  and  beginning  to  lay  at  ap- 
proximately seven  months  old.  The  pen 
of  the  same  variety  tiiat  finished  in  lutli 
place  were  .\pril  hatched,  but  four  of  the 
i)irds  did  not  lay  until  .lanuary,  and  one 
not  until  .lanuary  2:'.d,  when  it  must  have 
been  full  nine  months  old. 

Tom  Barron's  White  Leghorns,  which 
finished  in  the  Kith  place,  were  hatched 
April  1st,  two  weeks  later  than  his  com- 
peting Wyandottes.  The  notes  say  that 
the  largest  bird  in  the  pen  was  the  best 
layer,  and  also  produced  the  largest  eggs. 
She  weighed  4  lbs.  "_'  ozs.  on  arrival  and 
4  lbs.  when  returne<l.  She  began  to  lay 
within  a  week  after  the  contest  began. 
Some  of  these  were  very  slow  to  begin, 
one  not  laying  until  February. 

In  a  8ubse(|uent  issue  I  will  give  Mr. 
Brown's  general  summary  of  results  and 
observations  on  feeding. 


A  WESTERN  VIEW  OF 
COMPARISON  JUDGING 

WE  PRESENT  herewith  some  ex- 
tracts frotn  an  editorial  by  Miller 
I'urvisin  I'oultvy  Life  of  Portland, 
Ore.  These  appeared  in  the  April  issue 
of  that  paper  which  reached  us  May  4, 
thereby  saving  us  ( unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  we  had  earlier  information)  from 
the  accusation  of  taking  our  cue  from 
Eilitor  Purvis.  Likewise,  our  April  15th 
issue  being  very  late,  Mr.  Purvis  is  secure 


successful  poultry  shows,  for  nothing  is 
more  certain  than  that  the  poultry  show, 
has  (lone  as  much  toward  keeping  up  and 
advancing  the  interest  in  poultry  breeding 
as  any  other  one  factor  in  the  growth  of 
the  business.  Now  we  have  (^ome  to  the 
place  where  big  shows  end  in  debt  and 
dozens  of  smaller  shows  are  things  of  the 
past.  Any  one  with  only  a  moderate 
knowledge  of  recent  poultry  history  can, 
without  much  eflbrt,  name  a  dozen  smaller 
poultry  asso  nations  which  have  ceased  to 
be  a('tive.  This  is  a  serious  condition. 
There  are  as  many  faiu;iers  as  ever — more 
than  ever  before— but  they  do  not  patron- 
ize the  poultry  shows  and  their  patronage 
is  vitally  necessary  if  shows  are  to  go  on. 

' '  The  big  shows  are  not,  never  have 
been,  nor  never  will  be  kept  going  by  the 
patronage  of  the  winners  who  win  year 
after  year.  They  have  existed  on  the 
money  paid  by  those  who  do  not  win, 
and  what  have  these  supporters  of  tlie 
shows  to  show  for  the  money  they  have 
spent?  They  have  nothing.  The  only 
tiling  they  can  say  about  their  experience 
as  exhibitor.^  is  that  they  had  some  bini.M 
at  certain  shows  and  failed  to  win. 
Whether  they  failed  by  a  wide  or  narrow 
margin  they  do  not  know.  They  are  be- 
ginners to  whom  the  science  of  judging 
poultry  is  a  sealed  book.  When  they 
send  their  birds  to  a  comirarison  show 
and  fail  to  win  they  do  not  know  how 
badly  they  have  failed.  In  our  experience 
we  have  noticed  that  the  exhibitors  at  a 
comparison  show  invariably  ask  many 
more  questions  of  the  judge  than  they  do 
at  shows  where  they  have  a  score  card  on 
which  the  judge's  opinion  of  their  binis 
is  written  down  so  they  can  see  it. 

"  W^e  older  fanciers  do  not  need  a  score 
card.  We  know  when  we  have  given  the 
birds  of  our  competitors  the  "once  over" 
about  where  we  stand  and  win  or  lose  we 
have  a  pretty  good  notion  why  the  judge 
placed  the  awards  as  he  did.  The  begin- 
ners, who  comprise  the  vast  majority  of 


Colored  Muscovy  Ducks 


from  the  charge  of  following  in  our  foot- 
steps. We  presume  that  with  him  as 
with  us  the  idea  of  giving  the  subject 
prominence  was  suggested  by  numerous 
casual  references  to  it  in  the  press  re- 
cently and  by  remarks  of  exhibitors  dur- 
ing the  past  show  season. 

"It  is  not  revealing  any  secret  to  say  in 
public  that  several  of  the  largest  poultry 
shows  did  not  i>ay  expenses  last  winter. 
Portland.  Walla  Walla  an<l  P.oise,  to 
name  oidy  three  where  a  dozen  might  be 
named,  balanced  their  books  witli  red 
ink  after  the  .shows  were  over.  These 
shows  have  in  former  years  been  suc- 
cessful in  a  financial  sense — and  as  shows 
— but  last  seaspn  they  were  financially 
unsuccessful.  We  believe  it  to  be  a  fact 
that  they  were  in  competent  hand.-*,  that 
they  were  economically  managed  and 
that  the  managers  did  as  well  as  could  be 
done,  but  for  some  reason  they  failed  to 
meet  expenses.  *  •  • 

"  Personally  we  do  not  believe  in  the 
score  card.  We  have  argued  against  it 
many  a  time,  but  we  are  not  so  prejudiced 
as  to  desire  that  our  personal  predilec- 
ti  >na  should  make  it  impossible  to  hold 


exhibitors  at  all  poultry  shows,  have  not 
enough  experience  that  they  can  under- 
stand just  why  the  judge  placed  the 
awards  thus  and  so  and  they  ask  ques- 
tions only  to  have  very  misty  notion  in 
the  end  why  the  birds  they  thought  so 
good  failed  to  get  a  place. 

"  This  can  be  said  of  a  score  card  show : 
AVhen  it  is  over  every  exhibitor  has  in 
his  pos.'iession  a  ('hart  made  by  a  judge  by 
which  he  can  study  his  birds  and  those  of 
his  w'iniiing  competitors  and  <liscover  for 
himself  just  what  he  needs  to  be  to  be- 
come a  winner." 


200  pai^es — jjives  you  results  of  our 
years  of  experience  in  raising 
poultry  for  profit  —  :dso  contains 
complete  1915  catalog  of 

Cyphers  Poultry 
Keepers'  Supplies 

Cyphers-l)uilt  incul)ators  - 
hovtrrs,  brood  t-oops,  fooil 
hoppers,  t  oun  t  aiiis, poull  rv 
renu-cliL'3     and  poultry 
foodToi  all  kinds.  Yon 
can  not  alTord  tobe  with-  l 
out  tliis  book  -  and  it's  / 
mailed  absolutely  free.  / 
Write  for  it  todfiy  and  / 
insure    your    success  / 
and  profits  this  year  / 
with  helpful  suRKCs- 
tions     written  by 
Ciphers  ( 'o.  experts. 

CYPHERS 
INCUBATOR  CO. 
Dept.  12  J'tittie 
OfficL'amll.utury. 
Buffalo*  N.  Y. 


COOP 


HENS,  $  lO.OO 


10x10  PORTABLE 

All  purpose  liouse.  Can  bo  iiiailc  In  nnlts.  JuhI 
light  for  brooders  or  brooder  Ftove-  Knnally 
good  for  Krowintf  stock 
or  laying  hens.  Price, 
Write  for  free  booklet  sliouine  20  different  cuts 


$30.00 


E.  C. 
3  Depot  St. 


YOUNG  CO., 

Randolph,  Mass. 


BLUE,  HE.N 
Colony  Brooder 

The  only  colony  brooder 
heated  by  hot  water 
Sold  bp  all  dealers 
WATSON  MANUFACTURING  CO. 
Drawer   2*  Lancaster,  Pa 


SAND'S 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns. 

Haby  Chicks  $  I per  lOO;  ]  Ttv  i-.-icli  les*' I  IK) 
Splendid  HtYindard  utility  htr.iin.    All  i>ei  «  male  d 
with  males  I'nmi  high  |)r4)dii(-ing  dants 
i:G<iS   FOR   H.ATrillN*;.   $l..-,0    for    1 .5  ; 

illKl  $K  |»rr  I  OU 
.\ll  chicks  hatched  from  my  own  wtrain  of  bi'eedcis 
LKKOY  K.  SANUS  FOl  l  TItY  F.AKM. 
Hau  ley,  Wjiyiic  Co.,  I'a 


BOSTON  SHOW,  1849 

Was  the  UliSI  I'OI  I.TRV  SHOW  IN  AM- 

KKI(;A.  In  order  to  make  Information  about  this 
show  available  to  all  Interested  In  poultry,  .lolin  H. 
llobinson  has  made  a  complete  account  of  it  from 
the  fraKnientary  reports  published  at  the  time,  and 
Illustrated  It  with  reproductions  of  cuts  made  at  that 
time.   Pri<'«  lo  cents,  |><>sti>ni<l. 

FAKM-rOULTKY  PUB.  CO.. 
3<t  Hii.H.tirT  St..         -  BOSTON.  MAS« 


4-in-l  Poultry  House 

■   A  corncrless,  sanitary,  cozy,  portal))e  and  dural)ly  built  struc- 
ture.  Has  open-air  front  and  removable,  adjustable  floor.  Can 
itip'l    be  quickly  converted  into  Breedin;;  Pen,  Brooder,  Colony  or 
'     Laying  House.  Its  features  double  available  floor  space.  A  flood 
of  light  and  sunshine.  No  dark  corners  to  harbor  disease- 
brcedine  fillh.  Cold,  htai,  licc  and  rodcnt-proiif    Makes  healthy,  vig- 
orous and  contented  poulii>   Cheaper  and  better  than  any  homc-built 
colony  house.  .Will  last  a  lifetime.    Made  o(  same  thick  tonpied  and 
Etooved  stock  as  our  famous  silos    Shipped  knocked  down  Quickly 
erected  with  hammer  and  wrench.   .Send  lor  illustrated  literature  and 
price  list  ^_,(,      UNADILLA  SILO  CO?.  Un.dlll^  n.y. 
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THE  PERILS  OF  RAMPANT 
REFORM 

FOIJ.OWIXG  close  on  the  lieels  of  the 
exposure  of  perversion  of  history  in 
the  .1  iiierican  PoiUtry  Journal,  one  of 
tlie  two  which  began  the  new  year  pro- 
fessing a  higlier  code  of  morality  than  its 
contemporaries,  which  was  made  in  our 
March  15th  issue,  comes  a  charge  from 
the  editor  of  the  Inland  PouUri/  Joimial  of 
deception  in  a  group  of  the  pictures  with 
which  the  "  free  readers"  were  replaced, 
and  of  misleading  advertisers  as  to  what 
they  were  to  get  in  the  place  of  the  re- 
jected free  readers. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hallett,  editor  of  the  Inland, 
states  that  a  group  of  nine  views  published 
in  the  A  niennni  Ponllni  Journal  as  views 
of  the  model  farm  of  F.  S.  Smith,  Ham- 
ilton, ().,  (contained  only  two  views  of  the 
premises  of  ^fr.  Smith,  the  other  seven 
V)eing  views  taken  on  farms  where  he 
farmed  out  stock,  and  he  quotes  Mr. 
Smith  as  saying  in  a  recent  article  in  the 
Inland  that  he  liad  not  reared  any  chic'k- 
ens  himself  for  sixteen  years.  Mr.  Hal- 
lett contrasts  this  misleading  group  of  pic- 
tures and  the  misleading  legend  that  went 
with  them,  with  correct  presentations  of 
the  facts  in  "reading  notices"  and  "write- 
ups"  in  the  Inland,  which  the  editor  of 
the  A.  P.  J.  had  tried  to  hold  up  as  a 
horrible  example  of  the  free  reader  evil. 
Mr.  Hallett  also  asserts  that  the  approval 
of  advertisers  for  the  policy  of  pictures  in- 
stead of  write-ups  in  the  text  would  not 
have  been  so  readily  given  had  the  adver- 
tisers fully  comprehended  the  terms  and 
costs,  which  he  says  are  most  onerous  for 
the  smaller  advertisers. 

All  this  is  interesting  to  other  publishers 
and  to  advertisers,  and  should  bo  equally 
interesting  to  readers  who  want  to  know 
how  far  protestations  of  superior  right- 
eousness and  consideration  for  their  in- 
terests are  to  be  taken  at  their  face  value. 

It  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  generalize 
about  right  and  wrong  in  matters  of  this 
kind.  And  it  is  easy  to  ban  («rtain  forms 
of  abuses  and  proclaim  a  "holy  war" 
upon  them  ;  but  the  carrying  on  of  such 
crusades  is  more  diUicult  and  becomes 
positively  dangerous  if  the  crusaders  are 
not  proof  from  every  form  of  counter- 
attack, and  able  to  avoid  giving  occasion 
for  charges  of  inconsistency. 

No  reform  movement  so  ill-advised  as 
that  for  the  publication  of  unretouched 
photographs  on  the  ground  that  retouch- 
ing was  deception  has  ever  been  under- 
taken by  a  poultry  journal.  For  if  a  pub- 
lisher takes  the  position  that  pictures 
must  be  absohitely  true  to  life  and  to  fact, 
consistency  requires  that  he  shall  apply 
the  same  rule  to  the  text  in  his  paper. 


A  Thrifty  Flock  of  White  Leghorn  Chicks 

The  publishers  who  are  opposing  the 
use  of  unretouched  pl.v..i,ographs  as  mis- 
leading to  readers,  seem  to  think  that 
they  consistently  apply  the  same  rule  to 
their  reading  columns  when  they  adopt  a 
change  of  policy  as  to  reading  notices  and 
write  ups,  and  make  these  less  flagrant 
than  they  had  been  accustomed  to  nee,  or 
put  them  in  a  form  less  familiar  to  readers. 

But  the  evil  in  reading  notices  and 
write-ups  is  not  in  the  fact  that  they  ben- 
efit advertisers.  It  is  in  the  extent  to 
which  statements  by  advertisers  or  their 
representatives  or  by  editors  at  (practi- 
cally) the  dictation  of  advertisers  publish 
statements  which  appear  to  the  reader  to 
emanate  from  a  publisher  or  editor  or  re- 
porter and  to  represent  competent,  un- 
biased judarment  and  actual  first  hand 
knowledge. 

And  as  far  as  any  imposition  upon  or 
misleading  of  the  reader  is  concerned,  it 
is  all  one  whether  the  statement  that  the 
editor  knows  is  wrong  or  does  not  know 
is  right,  appears  in  a  free  reader  or  in 
"pure  reading  matter;"  whether  it  comes 
from  an  advertiser,  or  comes  from  a  con- 
tributor, or  the  editor,  or  is  clipped  with- 
out comment  from  a  contemporary  —  as 
the  editor  of  the  A  inerican  Poultry  Journal 
(p.  S83,  May  issue)  reprints  an  article  on 
"Activity  in  Poultry  Sales"  from  the 
PhiladelpliM  Norlli  American  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  the  poultry  business  is  boom- 
ing to  such  an  extent  that  "Any  losses 
suflered  last  year  and  year  before  will 
probably  be  recouped  in  the  present  sea- 
son" and  that  "hatching  eggs  are  as 
salable  as  gold  dollars." 

Presumably  the  publisher  of  every  poul- 
try paper  intends  that  the  reading  matter 
in  it  shall  be  from  competent  writers  and 
trustworthy — making  due  allowances  for 
dilterences  in  experiences  and  opinions. 
Put  if  a  ]nibli8her  in  a  teclini(!al  line  does 
not  know  the  8ul)ject  and  is  not  a  compe- 
tent judge  of  the  matter  his  editor  pre- 
])are8  or  selects  for  the  paper,  it  is  very 
likely  to  disseminate  as  much  misinform- 
ation as  information.  .Vnd  if  an  editor 
lacks  judgn:eiit  to  discern  the  possible 
effects  of  statements  that  he  makes  or 
allows  others  to  make  in  liis  paper  he  will 
freciuently  print  things  that  do  more  to 
hurt  poultry  interests  and  to  damage  the 
legitimate  business  of  his  advertisers  than 
the  combined  poultry  press  can  undo  in 
six  months.  The  function  of  an  editor  is 
supposed  to  be  to  see,  among  other  things, 
that  in  the  discussion  of  questions  affect- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  industry  it  is  at  all 
points  properly  safeguarded,  and  this  de- 
pends more  upon  the  way  things  are  dis- 
cussed than  upon  avoidance  of  delicate 
questions.  Such  (juestions  can  be  dis- 
cussed so  that  all  interests  are  benefitted 
or  they  can  be  discussed  so  that  some  are 
directly  and  others  indirectly  damaged. 


Thus  in  a  recent  isi-ue  of  the  Amerirun 
Poultry  Jouni(d  the  editor  complained 
that  skilled  breeders  would  not  tell  the 
public  how  they  bred  their  fine  birds. 
Such  a  statement  as  this  gives  all  who 
have  not  some  skill  in  breeding  the  im- 
pression that  breeders  hold  back  some 
"secret"  of  their  matings  that  enables 
them  to  produce  better  birds  than  their 
competitors  or  customers. 

This  is  unjust  to  the  breeders,  for  they 
do  nothing  of  the  kind;  and  it  is  unfair 
to  the  would  be  breeders,  for  it  confirms 
them  in  the  idea  that  without  possession 
of  the  desired  secret  they  are  hopelessly 
handicapped  in  their  etlorts. 

Another  Admirer  of  Single  Comb 
Wyandottes 

Editor  Farm-Poui.try  : — After  reading 
"Are  Comb  and  Shape  of  Eggs  Corre- 
lated?" I  thought  I  would  recite  some 
few  findings  I  have  made  regarding  single 
comi)  W^hite  Wyandottes  in  our  yards. 

We  only  use  the  trap  nests  during  the 
three  winter  months  of  the  pullet  year 
and  in  our  breeding  pens  during  mating 
season,  so  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  fur- 
nish egg  records. 

However,  we  mated  a  pen  purely  from 
their  three  month 's  record  of  our  highest 


Owen  Farms  Eggs' 
Half  Price 

FROM  THE  FINEST  MATINGS  OF 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES 
S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 
and  S.C.WHITE  LEGHORNS 

NOW   $5   for  15;    $9.50  for  30; 
$15  for  50;  $25  for  100 

GRAND  SECOND  QUALITY 
PENS,  $2.50  for  15  ;  $7.50  for 
50  ;  $12.50  for  100 

Gholce  Cocks  and  Hens,  All 
Qualities,  Now  Half  Price 

Write  me  y<)ui  ex:i<  t  i-e<inii-emeiits  and 
secure  maximum  <iuality  for 
minimum  i)riee 

MATINCi   LIST  FKEi: 

Owen  Farms.  \  ineyarcl  Haven,  Mass. 

MAUKICE  F.  T»KL.ANO.  Proprietor. 
FKANK  H.  DAA'KY.  Sniierintendent. 


producers,  and  of  the  fourteen  birds  in 
it,  six  01  them  are  of  single  comb. 

As  we  keep  all  good  birds  raised  for 
egg  production,  we  have  kept  the  single 
comb  females  as  well,  but  in  the  whole 
flock  the  singles  will  not  make  over  lo'/t , 
so  that  our  single  comb  birds  have  made 
a  better  proportion  than  the  rose  combs. 

I  noticed  my  single  comb  l)irds  grew 
faster  and  are  slightly  larger  than  the 
ro«e  as  a  rule,  and  eggs  are  of  good  size. 

Dawson,  Pa.  W.  M.  Dom. 


Harlo  J.  Fiske  in   Business  for 
Himself  Again 

We  were  quite  surprised  to  get  a  letter 
from  Harlo  .1.  Fiske  who,  only  a  few 
months  ago,  went  to  Laurelton  Farms, 
Lakewood,  N.  .1.,  as  manager,  saying 
that  he  had  resigned  his  position  there, 
bought  back  the  stock  of  l.eghorns  he 
sold  to  Stewart  Haddock  early  in  the 
winter,  and  moved  them  to  his  former 
place  at  Sill  Westfield  St.,  West  Spring- 
field, ^fass. 

Mr.  Fiske  says  that  he  has  always  re- 
gretted selling  his  birds,  and  as  Mr.  Had- 
dock was  going  to  sell  his  farm  he  decitled 
to  buy  them  back.  In  addition  to  ^^reed- 
ing  his  celebrated  line  of  exhibition  White 
Leghorns,  he  will  develop  the  market  end 
of  the  business  extensively. 

New  England  poultry  breeders  gener- 
ally will  welcome  Mr.  Fiske's  return  to 
this  section,  and  the  Whit«  Leghorn  men 
in  particular  will  be  glad  to  have  him 
again  energetically  pushing  the  interests 
of  their  favorite.  Mr.  Fiske  will  have  an 
announcement  in  the  July  issue. 


THE  BEST  IN  EXHIBITION  and  BRED-TO-LAY 

BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

After  May  1st,  will  sell  our  best  Hr»'<I-to-l.ay  sittini;  of  ecKS  al  '/(•'i  or  a  liiindreil. 

All  feiiiiilf8  In  these  pens  laid  JIKI  eei-'H  i>r  over  In  their  pullet  year.    Mated  to  males  from  206,  '22(1,  and 
'.'41  et'K  hens,    lireeilers  with  eKd  peilleiee  for  sale  fiom  ^  up  after  .June  let. 
TWO  MONTHS  OLD  ITLLKT.S,  .*l.,->0| 

TWO  MONTHS  OLI>  COCKKKKLS,    $a.OO  )         Uelivery  1st  of  June 

A  limited  number  of  |>edl|;>'ee  cockerels,  .'i  months  old,  A  small  deposit  paid  now  will  secure  delivery 
when  wante.l.  AMHKRST  POULTRY  FARM  CO..    Box  723,   Amherst.  Mass. 


WHITE  PLYMOUTH 

ROCKS 

and  S.  C.  R.  I. 

REDS 


DAY  OLD  CHICKS 

from  our  tested  and  proved  heavy  l.tylne  strain,  equal  to  any 
on  the  market.  Have  been  bred  for  years  for  health,  vlRor, 
and  heavy  ei,'K  production.  All  breeding  males  Bona  of  hens 
who  laUI  '2'2h  ckks  or  better  their  pullet  year. 
CII.STOM  HATCH  IN<J  In  Mammoth  hot  water  Incubators 
operated  by  experts.  Our  cataloKue  (fives  full  description  of 
the  two  best  strains  of  the  two  best  general  purpose  breetla  Id 
the  world.    Write  for  It. 

ORCHARD  VIEW  FARM,  K.F.  D.  5,  Holliston.  MaHH. 


YOU  CAN   MAKE  POULTRY  PAY   IF  YOU   FEED  THE  RIGHT  FOODS 

SPRATT'S  CHICK  MEALS  Nos.  5  and  12 

If  fed  accordlPK  to  directions,  will  reduce  the  percentage  of  mortality  to  a  minimum,  and  are  more 
easily  dlKcsted  than  any  other  food.   The  above  should  be  alternated  with 

SPRATT'S  CHICGRAIN 

AVIiioli  is  acknow ledued  \ty  expc^rts  to  be  tlk<'  Hest  Grain  Food  on  tlie  market. 
>\  ri(e  for  s!inii>les  and  send  lOe.  for  "  I'oultry  Cultnre." 

SPRATT'S  PATENT  LIMITED, 

Newark,  N.  J.:  .San  Franci>eo:  St.  Loni>:  Cleveland:  Montreal;  Boston. 
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Duck  Yard  in  Water 


SCRATCHINGS  FROM  THE 
NEW  LITTER  OF  OUR 
EXCHANGE  TABLE 

EDITOR  DkLANCEV,  of  the  Poultry 
/'/r.s-.s-,  and  J  can  agree  to  disagree 
on  many  tilings.  He  says  that  I 
say  things  that  are  not  Haltering  about 
liitn  ami  his  paper,  and  1  readily  admit 
that  1  iiave  said  a  part  of  wiiut  I  thongiit 
of  both.  Mr.  DeLancy,  however,  is  mag- 
nanimous, and  when  he  finds  something 
in  Fakm-I'oi  i.TKv  that  he  approves  and 
(tan  use  to  advantage  he  does  so.  The 
Poidlrii  I'lmx,  May  (ith,  features — with  big 
headlines  —  a  reprint  of  what  I  said  in 
the  .May  1st  issue  of  V.-V.  about  the 
Alectors  and  the  Fleas.  Mr.  Del^ancey 
describes  this  as  throwing  hot  shot  and 
and  shrapnel  into  the  ranks  of  the  order 
of  Alector,  and  striking  "  a  mighty  blow 
at  so-called  aristocrats."  Sn(;h  war  talk 
is  quite  inappropriate.  I  simply  prodded 
them  u|)  a  little  with  a  stub  pen,  after  a 
few  of  them  had  tossed  a  few  little  bombs 
with  what  was  intended  to  be  asphyxiat- 
ing gas  at  me. 

Says  the  editor  of  the  Ainencan  Poullri/ 
]V(irl(l:  ■'  The  first  open  front  poultry 
house  was  a  wagon  shed.  In  it  the  fowls 
used  the  original  one  boss  shay  to  roost 
on.  This  was  about  three  hundred  and 
seventy-live  years  ago.  We  remember 
well  the  Sunday  afternoon  when  we  came 
across  it.  Dr.  Woods  was  not  there.  •  »  * 
The  first  use  of  a  curtain  front  poultry 
house  was  when  old  man  Dobbins  hung  a 
wide  strip  of  unbleached  muslin  across 
the  opening  of  the  wagon  shed  to  keep 
the  English  sparrows  from  rivalling  the 
chickens." 

Singular  how  some  people  will  jest  on 
serious  subjects. 

Editor  of  A.  I'.  M'.  also  promises  to 
give  readers  of  that  journal  "in  our 
next,' '  an  appreciation  of  the  new  Order 
of  Alector.  From  his  announcement  I 
gather  that  he  is  one  of  the  many  who, 
like  myself,  got  the  impression  that  the 
Onler  of  Alector  is  designed  as  the  versus 
of  the  Order  of  the  Flea. 

An  article  in  .1.  P.  IV.,  by  F.  E.  (Jil- 
bert,  President  of  the  Fleas,  gives  the  in- 
formation that  the  name  is  derived  from 
the  initial  letters  of  the  words  represent- 
ing the  objects  of  the  organization,  i.  e. : 
Friendship,  Love,  Economy,  Assistance. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  the  Alectors 
nau)e  originated  the  same  way? — That  it 
was  not  intended  to  refer  to  the  (Jreek 
name  for  rooster?  When  you  stop  to 
think  of  it  the  tiame  could  easily  occur 
by  chance  if  one  were  simply  framing 
sentiments  expressive  of  the  feelings 
dominating  the  iiromoters  of  the  higli 
and  mighty  order.  How's  this:  "All 
Laudable  Excellences  Crown  This  Order's 
Rules?" 

Fine,  isn't  it?  How's  this:  "Any  Little 
Editor  Can  Turn  ( )ut  Rot?  "  Wide  range 
of  sentiment  to  fit  the  letters.  Someone 
more  ingenious  than  I  could  probably 
turn  out  more  interesting  ones,  or  per- 
haps strike  the  original. 

D.  Lincoln  Orr,  in  Rt  luihli-  Poultrij  Jour- 
nal, says  he  recently  had  a  letter  from  a 
student  at  an  agricultural  college,  who 
had  the  breeding  of  poultry  by  Mendel- 
ism,  or  some  otlier  "isui,"  all  mapped 


out,  and  wanted  to  give  him  pointers  on 
the  breeding  of  Columbian  Wyandottes. 

That  happens  to  be  a  subject  upon 
which  "  Link  "  has  some  reason  to  con- 
sider himself  rather  more  expert  than 
any  follower  of  an  "ism"  has  yet  demon- 
strated himself  to  be  in  breeding  for  any- 
thing. But  he  doesn't  do  it  by  theory. 
It  is  a  case  of  "  superscience."  "Link" 
says:  "  These  theories  are  queer  to  me, 
but  I  presume  there  must  be  something 
in  thcni.  They  just  get  my  goat.  I  look 
around  among  my  friends  who  have  made 
a  8UC(tes8  in  the  poultry  business,  and  1 
know  they  do  not  know  Mr.  Mendel  from 
Mr.  Darwin,  and  do  not  give  a  rap  about 
either." 

And  now  comes  one  Dinwiddle,  an  ex- 
ponent of  the  art  and  philosophy  of 
"  llogani/.ing  "  fowls  to  determine  their 
laying  capacity,  and  tells  us  that  L'Oy,  2;!5 
and  L'G")  egg  hens  have  a  peculiar  tendency 


You'U  Have  Sure  Winter  Layers  if 
You  Buy  Pitt sf ield  Chicks  Hatched  in 


Pittsfield  stock  holds  the  world's  record  for  early  maturing  and  laying,  it's 
wonderful  how  Pittsfield  chicks  come  along  from  babyhooti  to  full  growth — 
hardy  and  strong.  If  you're  aiming  to  have  a  bunch  of  eggs  next  winter 
when  prices  are  top  notch,  place  your  Pittsfield  order  now.  Four  different 
breeds,  each  breed  separately  raised.    No  money  down. 


Barred  Rock 
While  Rock 


F»IXXSKIELD 

Day-Old  Chicks 


S.  C.  W.  Leghorn 
R.  I.  Red 


Tell  us  right  away  how  many  chicks  you  want,  which  kind  and  when  you'd  like  them  sliipped. 
Wc  guarantee  safe  delivery  and  complete  satisfaction  in  every  case.   Folder  goes  out  with  each 
sliipment,  describing  the  raising  of  pouhry  from  chick  to  lien.    Place  your  June 
orders  now  to  insure  layers  next  winter.    Look  at  these  low  prices ;  100  chicks, 
$18;  50  chicks,  $10;  25  chicks,  $5. 

Write  for  '  'Money  Makini;  Poultry '  '—it's  free 

PITTSFIELD  POULTRY  FARMS  CO..  210  Main  SI.,  Showhcflan,  Mc. 


ing  voluminously  the  correspondence  re- 
lating to  several  cases  in  which  it  is 
alleged  that  he  did  not  deal  fairly  with 
customers.  The  other  two  pages  of  edi- 
torial are  along  lines  of  general  discuHnioii 
of  the  questions  involved  and  (compli- 
mentary mention  of  various  advertisers 
who  behave  themselves  more  satisfac- 
torily to  a  journal  that  guarantees  their 
dealings.  In  its  April  issue  the  It.  P.  .1. 
had,  in  a  brief  editorial,  announced  that 
Mr.  Harrison  cotdd  no  longer  advertise 
in  its  columns  and  given  brielly  its  rea- 
sons. 

The  editorial  discussions  of  this  case 


probably  was  justified  in  refusing  adver- 
tising, but  didn't  feel  very  sure  of  its 
position  or  it  would  not  have  gone  to  so 
much  trouble  to  prove  its  case  when  all 
the  advantage  is  with  it  anyway. 

YOU  LOSE 


If    You  Miss 


<)|>l>or(  unity 


I.  W.  BEAN 

Announces  a  Special  Siininicr  Sale  <>f  His 
HAKVAKI>   IIKI)    HKKKDKltS  AT 

HALF  PRICE  OR  LESS 

A  real  opportunity  to  net  a  trio,  pen,  or  slntrlc  binis 
of  this  noted  line  at  less  than  llierostof  ordinary. 

Pens  broken  up  .June  15th.   Send  for  lUt. 
.324  Pond  Street,     .Soatli  Braintree,  MaRS. 


The  Poultry  House  in  Which  the  Start  Was  Made  lor 
Henry  D.  Smith's  Soft  Roaster  Farm  at  Hanover,  Mass. 


to  sit  on  the  roost  and  put  on  fat  instead 
of  laying  eggs,  if  they  are  not  handled 
with  care  to  prevent  such  things.  Also 
the  said  Dinwiddie  explains  that  the  fail- 
ure of  his  'I'M)  and  '2fi-')-egg  hens  in  the 
Kxposition  Laying  Contest  to  justify  \\\» 
application  of  the  Ilogan  system  in  select- 
ing them  is  due  probably  to  the  incom- 
petence of  the  men  handling  them  and 
not  to  any  error  in  picking  them  out. 

The  great  Ilogan  himself  had  a  dis- 
appointing experience  in  the  first  laying 
competition  at  Mountain  ( irove.  Mo.  The 
hens  he  sent  there  did  not  lay  up  to  what 
they  should  according  to  his  test,  but  he 
claimed  that  tlfey  still  led  according  to 
some  weight  standard  which  he  applied. 

The  May  Reliable  devotes,  in  all,  four- 
teen jiagex  to  statements  of  its  reasons  for 
refusing  to  accept  further  advertising  from 
T.  E,  Harrison,  of  Menominee,  Mich., 
who  has  for  some  years  been  a  large 
advertiser,  especially  in  western  poultry 
papers.  Twelve  pages  of  this  is  devoted 
to  the  case  against  Mr.  Harrison,  present- 


seem  to  me  to  cover  what  is  essential  in  a 
paper's  statement  of  its  attitude  in  such 
cases.  .\s  to  the  detailed  stories  of  thi.s 
and  .similar  cases  that  appear  in  various 
papers  from  time  to  time,  there  has 
always  been  a  question  in  my  mind 
whether  giving  so  much  prominence  to 
these  (^ases  does  not  do  more  harm  than 
good.  It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that 
in  making  so  elaborate  a  statement  of  its 
case  a  paper  appears  to  [)iit  itself  too 
much  on  the  defensive  for  its  action  to 
have  the  ellect  desired,  for  the  average 
reader  does  not  read  very  much  of  it;  is 
likely  to  take  the  view  that  the  paper 


King  Oak  Anconas 

Won  eleven  prizes  with  eleven  entries 
at  Boston.  Single  and  Rose  Comb 
Day-Old   Chicks.    Send  for  Circular. 

A.  W.  LOCKE,  Agent,  East  Weymouth,  Mass. 

p¥ltry  raising 
orangegrowing 

OriinKC  groves  alter  tiiree  years  pay  from  JlOO.Ilit 
1-1  ^.MKI  (1(1  an  acre.  The  best  orange  land  Is  in  Soutli- 
■  rn  M issi8Sii>pl,  the  bonie  of  the  Satsunia  orange. 

i  an  buy  here  at  $2.5  to  $.50  an  acre,  on  easy  terms. 

1  he-  best  conditions  for  poultry  raising  of  any 
section  I  have  ever  seen,  and  25  years  of  breeding, 
judging,  and  exhibiting  poultry  should  put  me  in  a 
position  to  know.  I  know  of  dozens  of  in  and  20 
acre  tracts  that  are  right.  Write  me  for  booklet  on 
this  matter. 

T.REID  PARRISH,  GULFPORT,  MISS. 

(Formerly   of  Xasli  x  ille,  Teiin.> 


BABY  CHICKS 

The  Pine  Tree  Chicken 
Hatchery.  Oldest  i  n 
this  country.  The  plan 
of  shipping  "Day-Old 
Chicks''  orlglnate<l 
with  me  23  years  ago. 
I  have  undoubtedly 
hatched  more  chicks 
than  any  other  man  In 
the  United  .Strifes. 
Mannnoth  Ma  chines 
instjdled  of  over  lOO.OlX) 
egg  capacity.  Our  booklet  tells  of  a  272-egg  record 
of  our  stock.  Our  Leghorns  compare  favorably 
with  the  National  contest  at  Storrs  College.  K.  I. 
lied  cockerels  from  stock  that  has  a  2tX)-egg  record. 
Marred  Rocks.  W.  Wyandottes,  K.  I.  l!eds.  White  Or- 
pingtons, White,  Hrown  and  UutT  Leghorns  and 
Indian  Kunuer  Ducklings  as  low  as  10  ettnts.  Place 
your  orders  with  an  experienced  Hatchery  that  are 
through  experimenting  at  your  expense.  Amateur 
hatcheries  usually  begin  with  1,'nnr)  incubators  that 
produce  improperly  Incidjated  chicks  If  not  care- 
fully attended  to.  More  i  liicks  solil  from  our  hatch- 
ery last  year  than  any  pi'evious  stiason. 
.Seiul  for  booklet  tliat  tells  all  you  should  know. 

JOS.  D.  WILSON,    Stockton,  N.  J. 


Red  Feather  Farm 

BARGAINS  in  breeding  stock— from  our  '  CHAMPION  SENSATION  " 
and  RED  PRINCE  strains  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Reds— after  July  1st 
EGGS  at  greatly  reduced  prices.    Stamp  for  Mating  and  Price  List 

r.  IV.  C  ALMY,  Prop.,  Box  67,  Tiverton  4  Gors,,  R.  #. 
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THE  REAL  POULTRY  CRANKS 

E\'p]RY  careful  reader  of  poultry  pa- 
pera,  ljulletins,  advertising  litera- 
ture, etc.,  knows  that  a  great  deal 
is  written  tliat  is  rather  irrational.  But 
I  do  not  think  that  many  readers  even 
suspect  that  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  printed  about  poultry  matters 
that  comes  from  persons  not  of  .sound 
mind  whose  utterances  are  not  taken 
seriously  by  those  who  know  them  per- 
sonally. A  quite  remarkable  thing  about 
this,  too,  is  that  people  whose  statements 
about  poultry  are  regarded  by  those  who 
know  them  as  of  no  consequenc'e  because 
made  by  a  person  known  not  to  be  normal 
mentally,  often  write  perfectly  rational 
and  readable  articles. 

Tlie  most  remarkable  case  of  this  kind 
that  I  know  is  the  case  of  a  woman  in  a 
New  Lngland  state,  whose  simple  narra- 
tives of  her  experience  with  poultry,  and 
discussions  of  her  poultry  keeping  prob- 
lems were  often  published  in  this  paper, 
and  created  quite  marked  attention.  Her 
writings  were  perfectly  sane  and  coherent, 
but  1  was  often  puzzled  to  account  for 
what  appeared  like  periods  of  neglect  of 
the  poultry  quite  unexpected  in  a  person 
who  seemed  to  be  of  very  methodical 
habits  and  very  accurate.  Her  little  con- 
tributions ceased  quite  abruptly,  and  I 
took  it  for  granted  that  she  had  become 
quite  discouraged  and  dropped  her  poul- 
try interest.  Several  years  later  I  was 
quite  surprised  to  receive  a  letter  from 
her  saying  that  she  had  been  in  an  asylum 
for  the  insane,  but  was  well  aga'n  and 
was  going  to  give  particular  attention  to 
the  poultry  on  the  farm  which  had  been 
much  neglected  in  her  absence,  and  if 
she  had  any  experience  of  interest  would 
write  it  up.  A  few  months  later  I  re- 
ceived from  her  an  incoherent  statement 
of  some  of  her  troubles,  and  shortly 
after  a  letter  from  a  member  of  her  family 
saying  that  her  malady  had  returned  and 
they  were  given  no  hope  of  improvement 
in  her  condition. 

It  was  quite  plain  after  I  learned  of  her 
mental  trouble  that  during  the  time  she 
gave  us  her  poultry  experiences  either 
she  was  able  to  distinguish  what  was  pane 
and  what  was  not  in  what  she  did  and 
wrote,  or  some  member  of  the  family  had 
taken  care  that  only  lucid  statements 
were  sent  to  us.  Her  mind  seemed  to  be 
a  remarkably  good  one  when  she  was 
herself. 

My  first  experience  with  a  correspond- 
ent that  was  absolutely  oti"  came  when  I 
was  in  charge  of  the  paper  as  "acting 
editor"  in  the  summer  of  1S97.  Iliad 
had  only  a  very  brief  experience  in  hand- 
ling an  editor's  mail  when  I  was  put  on 
that  job,  and  though  the  editor  coached 
me  pretty  well  before  leaving  me,  a  good 
many  little  matters  came  up  in  his  ab- 
sence where  the  advice  of  a  more  experi- 
enced editor  would  have  been  acceptable. 

Among  them  was  a  letter  from  a  sub- 
scriber who  went  after  me  hammer  and 
tongs  for  .something  I  had  said  that  was 
the  plainest  sort  of  a  statement  of  a  com- 
mon matter  of  fact  condition.  I  don't 
remember  the  point  now,  but  it  was  a 
statement  of  the  kind  you  don't  expect 
any  intelligent  person  to  dissent  from. 
While  the  man's  attitude  on  it  seemed  to 
me  utterly  irrational,  his  letter  was  well 
written.  I  i>ubli-hed  it  with  the  fictiiious 
signature  he  had  re(jue8te(l  that  1  use, 
and  made  some  brief  comments  ex pre.s8- 
ing  my  sur[)rise  that  a  person  of  his  ex- 
perience, as  indicated  by  his  statements, 
should  not  have  got  correct  ideas  of  so 
simple  a  matter.  This  brought  a  very 
indignant  letter  from  him  that  cast  some 
doubts  on  his  mental  condition.  Before 
I  had  time  to  consider  much  what  to  do 
about  him  1  received  a  letter  from  another 
subscriber  in  the  same  place  telling  me 
that  the  man  was  a  harmless  lunatic 
whose  statements  of  his  views  and  experi- 
ences, though  often  appearing  rational, 
bore  no  relational  to  the  facts  of  his  poul- 
try practice. 

Several  years  later  I  had  a  letter  from 
the  owner  of  a  large  farm,  asking  me  if 
I  could  put  him  in  touch  with  a  poultry- 
man  who  could  take  the  poultry  depart- 
ment and  eciuipment  on  his  farm  which 
had  been  installed  by  a  poultryman  who. 
as  he  learned  when  he  investigated  when 
the  plans  failed  to  work  at  all,  had  mental 
trouble.  This  man  was  afterward  a  very 
prolific  writer  for  tlie  poultry  press,  and  a 
considerable  part  of  what  he  wrote  would 
seem  to  anyone  acquainted  with  the  ca.-^e 
to  plainly  indicate  his  mental  condition. 

About  eight  or  ten  years  ago  there  were 
two  men  well  known  for  their  writings 
on  poultry,  both  quite  interesting  to  the 


FARM-POULTRV 


June 


ordinary  reader,  whose  writings  seemed 
to  me  to  show  quite  jilainly  that  they 
were  "  not  all  there."  One  of  these  men 
died  quite  suddenly,  and  the  other 
dropped  out  of  sight  as  abruptly,  thouali 
what  became  of  him  has  never  to  my 
knowledge  been  stated.  Another  man 
who  rose  to  something  like  fame  at  about 
the  same  time,  becoming  well  known 
through  the  press,  although  it  was  hard 
to  find  anyone  who  knew  anything  about 
him  personally,  was  quite  a  conundrum 
to  me. 

I  made  many  inquiries  of  people  in  his 
section  of  the  country  without  result 
until,  when  passing  through  it  on  a  train, 
I  happened  to  sit  with  a  man  who,  in  the 
course  of  conver^sation,  mentioned  as  his 
home  the  town  in  which  this  writer  lived. 
According  to  this  man  he  is  not  in  full 
possession  of  liis  mental  faculties,  and 
the  community  that  knows  this  and  knows 
of  his  contributions  to  the  poultry  press, 
is  disposed  to  think  not  at  all  highly  of 
an  interest  in  which  he  seems  to  them  to 
be  a  shining  light. 


sure  that  the  writer  is  not  of  sound  mind. 

By  far  the  larger  number  of  people 
who  seem  to  be  of  this  class  that  a  poul- 
try editor  comes  in  contact  with,  how- 
ever, have  nothing  to  announce  or  ex- 
ploit, but  write  or  call  to  tell  their  real 
or  fancied  troubles,  or  to  oHer  suggestions 
for  the  benefit  of  the  industry,  the  paper, 
or  the  editor,  or  to  ask  endless  questions 
suggested  by  something  that  they  have 
read.  One  of  these  men  in  a  distant 
state  whom  I  happened  to  meet  when  at 
a  poultry  show  there,  was  very  profuse  in 
expressions  of  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  to 
feel  that  he  knew  me  personally,  and  as- 
sured me  that  now  he  would  feel  perfectly 
free  to  write  me  fully  in  all  his  troul>les. 
lie  certainly  did.  For  several  months  I 
got  anywhere  from  one  to  three  or  four 
letters  a  week  from  him,  written  on  an 
old  typewriter,  on  both  sides  of  the  paper, 
and  with  all  possible  economy  of  space. 
A  few  were  short,  but  the  average  letter 
was  two  sides  of  a  sheet  of  legal  paper, 
and  two  and  tliree  such  sheets  were  not 
uncommon.    I  tried  to  answer  a  few  at 
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White  Cochin  Cock  of  the  Type  Introduced  from  Asia 

Ueinoilucoil  from  ;i  Color  Pliilc  li.v  Harrlsou  \\\-lv 


This  by  no  means  exhausts  the  list  of 
such  persons  who  have  figured  in  poultry 
literature  in  my  lime.  It  merely  illus- 
trates. I  don't  suppose  that  any  more 
harm  results  from  people  taking  their 
w'ritings  seriously  than  from  the  errone- 
ous views  of  persons  who  are  undoubtedly 
sane.  Personally,  I  always  try  to  find 
out  about  anyone  I  suppose  is  not  "right" 
mentally,  because  as  far  as  possible  I 
want  to  avoid  references  to  what  they 
may  have  pul)li8be(i.  and  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  discuss  their  views  to  do  so  with 
as  much  consideration  for  their  weakness 
as  I  can. 

r.y  no  means  all  of  the  mentally  un- 
sound people  interested  in  poultry  ventil- 
ate their  ideas  in  the  poultry  press.  I 
have  kn(jwn  of  quite  a  iiiiiuber  who  i)re- 
ferred  to  do  it  more  jirivately,  through 
circulars  and  booklets  sent  to  addresses 
of  poultrymen.  Freciueiitly  these  are 
very  clever  in  a  general  way  and  some- 
times considerable  pans  nf  them  are  per- 
fectly rational  and  correct  ;  then  all  at 
once  the  coherence  is  broken,  by  some 
contradictory  or  absurd  statement  of  such 
a  character  as  to  make  one  feel  quite 


first.  Then  I  tried  the  plan  of  jiicking 
out  two  or  three  direct  (juesiions  and  re- 
plying to  them  without  undertaking  to 
fathom  their  connection  in  the  long  and 
involved  statements.  But  as  my  answers 
grew  shorter  his  letters  became  longer, 
laboring  to  give  every  detail  and  all  his 
own  ideas  so  that  having  everything  fully 
Ijefore  me  I  would  have  no  excuse  for  not 
answering  as  desired.  I  finally  had  to 
tell  him  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
undertake  to  advise  him  by  mail. 

I  have  been  free  from  personal  visita- 
tions of  this  type  of  i)oultryman  for  a 
number  of  years.  There  used  to  be  sev- 
eral of  them  that  would  come  to  the  office 
loaded  with  information  they  wanted  to 


MOTHERS 

and  Grandmothers  for 
Over  100  Years  Have 
used  and  recommended 


Johnsoits# 


For  Coughs,  Colds,  Croup, 

Cramps,  Colic. 
Dropped  on  sugar  children 
love  to  take  it. 

Used  Externally  it  quickly 
relieves  Sprains,  Bruises, 
Cuts,  Sore  Muscles  and 
Rheumatism. 

25  anil  .50  Cents  at  Dealers. 
1.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Inc.,  Bostoa,  Mass, 

Parsons'  Pills 

Make  the  Liver  Active. 

TRUE  TYPE 

White  Wyandottes 

WON 

AT  BOSTON  SHOW.  liMT. 
First  Pallet,  Second  riillet.  Tliii  d  Coc  kerel 

AT  MADI.SON  SQUAKK  <;.\KI)KN.  1 !)!  .5 
First  Hen,  Second  Pnllet 

Boston,  ]iiU,  2(1  corkerel,  3.1  hen.  Boston, 
2d  pullet,  5th  and  GUi  cockerel 

We  can  set  you  forward  from  where  we  are  now. 
There  are  fifteen  years  of  breedlns  and  winning 
behind  us  — each  year  an  advance. 
EGOS,  $10,  .*.->,  $3  VKR  SITIING  OF  1:5 

Senil  for  our  Matin c  Lisl  and  cuts  of  our  winner-;. 
\  few  good  lii-M'j  ,ind  ijullct-^  for  sale  afln-  .Ii   I. 

THE  WHITE  WYANDOTTE  POULTRY  YARDS 

H.  J.  W.  FAY,   Prop.    WESTBOUO,  MASS. 


THE  OLD  RELIABLE 

IAI1BERT5 

DEATH  TO  LICE 


has  been  used  over  30  years  by 

Successful  Poultrymen 
rtYn\".r;e.  Clean  Fowls 

Is  just  the  thing  for  sitters,  as  it  does  not  harm  eufcs 
or  chicks.  Keep  your  hens  free  from  lice  and  they 
wdl  thrive  and  be  profitable.  100  oz.  Sl.OO;  4s  oz.  60 
cts..  15  oz.  25  cts.  Laree  sample  of  Powder  or  Head- 
lice  Ointment  10  cts.  'Srcrels  of  Success  with  Pout- 
tru"  I'V  D.  J,  Lambert  for  2c  stamp. 
THEKLEIN-UMBERTCO.,  426  Traders  Bldg.,Chleaao 


$7.16  Profit  per  Hen 

That's  what  Director  Tom  Quisenberry  doc.^  at 
_  the  Missouri  State  ExperimcntSt;ition, 
Hedoesnotclaimyou  candotliat  but 
He  Will  Show  You  How 
to  succeed  "TheQuiscnU-rry  W  ny." 
Only  exclusive  poultry  6chi>«>I  in  "t'lt* 
world.    SI  starts  ynu.     Write   fi  r 
llustrated  free  book  that  tells  the  story. 
The  Ain*;ric-jn  School  of  PouUry  Husbandry 
I  69  Mounlsiin  C.rovt-.  Mo 


t/^^^     WANTS  TO  SEND 

^^^^'^'^^      YOU  A  DIME 

Coupon  good  as  part  paymeut  on  your 
subscription  to  any  poultry  paper  listed 
in  his  48  page  Catalog  No.  2. 

Catalog  and  (dnpoii  arc  Itoth  FKKR. 

J.E.VANDUZEE,  CARRIER  50,ST,  PAUL,  MINN. 

Don't  Feed  Green  Food! 

Do  away  with  the  bother  by  using 

uccuienta  Tablets 

llic  y  nr.-  In  lt<  r  nnrl  rli.  rrnrr  :inil  more  reli.lhcd 
by  nil  f..wl.    .-<imply  ilis;..|v.-  ,.,„  in  ,,ne  quart  drink- 

intr  wate  r  f->r  fnwl.  >.iniij|i-  rail  (IIM)  larte  Cnlil.'ls  i  l.j  mill 
«»•■.  (  .if  -.'.Ml  l.nrr  lnl.l.  l>  lij  mail  *1.0().  YOUR  MONEY 
BACK  IF  NOT  SATISFIED.  Drop  poiJtjJ  for  particular)  to 
The  Succulenta  Co.,  P.  O.  Bax405.X5,  Nawarit,  N.  J. 


@ 


^CHAMBERLAIN'S' 

PERFECT    CHICK  FEED 

The  Original  Dry-Baby-Chlck-Fped  and  the  World's  Standard. 
The  season  for  raUing  Utile  chicks  Is  short.  A  void  the  lossof 
Utile  chicks  and  time  by  foedinp  Chamberlain's  Perf ret  Chick 
Feed.  Write  for  FREE  SAMI'LE  at  once.  We  will  deliver 
1001b.  sack  of  Chamberlain's  Perfect  Chick  Fend  track  your 
railroad  station  for  M  OO.  rycppt  f  lie  p\t  rcme  \\  I'^t  and  Poiilli. 

F.B. CHAMBERLAIR CO.,  321  N.  COMMERCIAL,  ST.LOUIS,MOj 

■HAS  NO  EQUAL-NO  CORN-NO  BOWEL  TROUBLEf^ 
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give  me  for  the  Vjenefit  of  readers,  and 
questions  they  wanted  to  ask,  and  if  I 
happened  to  meet  them  on  the  streets 
they  were  always  primed  for  the  emer- 
gency. Tliey  used  to  have  the  most  im- 
prol)ai)ie  experiences  and  uidimited  curi- 
osity in  matters  of  no  practical  value  to 
anyone.  Two  men  in  particular  were 
pretty  good  poultrymen,  or  had  heen  in 
their  day,  hut  were  breaking  up  fast  both 
physically  and  mentally.  One  well-to-do 
man  who  had  taken  up  poultry  when 
obliged  to  give  up  })usiness  always  had 
some  new  idea  that  he  wanted  to  try  out, 
but  first  wanted  me  to  prove  to  his  satis- 
faction, by  citations  from  experience,  just 
how  it  would  or  would  not  work.  He 
lasted  only  about  two  years  after  I  lirst 
met  him,  but  from  the  beginning  of  our 
acquaintance  until  (as  I  suppose)  he  had 
to  be  put  under  restraint,  he  was  a  very 
persistent  caller  whom  it  was  hard  to 
shake  as  long  as  he  could  think  of  any- 
thing to  say. 

One  man  who  used  to  call  on  me  about 
weekly  about  fifteen  years  ago  dropped 
liis  interest  in  ])oultry  a  long  time  back. 
I  see  him  occasionally  in  the  city.  He 
used  to  be  (juite  spruce  and  energetic, 
had  a  good  business  in  Boston,  and  the 
only  indication  of  mental  abnormality 
about  him  was  his  persistence  in  doing 
freak  things  with  poultry,  and  his  appa- 
rent inability  to  understand  some  simple 
things  relating  to  it.  He  now  looks  far 
older  than  his  years,  is  very  negligent  of 
his  personal  appearance,  and  hardly 
notices  anything  as  he  walks.  Of  his 
eccentricities  I  remember  two  in  particu- 
lar, lie  built  a  large  poultry  hov.se  on 
very  wet  land  although  he  had  a  suitable 
site  in  another  place.  The  reason  he 
gave  was  that  the  site  used  was  more  con- 
venient, and  that  he  intended  to  drain  it, 
but  found  out  after  the  house  was  up  that 
he  had  no  outlet  for  the  water.  The 
other  case  was  when  he  had  several  hun- 
dred extra  nice  roasting  chickens  to  sell 
when  the  price  was  high,  but  because  he 
could  not  get  a  man  to  dress  them  just  at 
the  time  lie  had  made  up  his  mind  that 
he  would  sell  them,  sold  them  alive  to  a 
local  buyer  who  trave  him  just  about  half 
what  lliey  would  liave  brought  dressed. 


Modern  Heavy  Feathered  Partridge  Cochin  Cockeiel 


FINAL  TEST  OF  "WRONGFUL 
PRACTICES," 

TllK  article  by  Mr.  John  H.  :\Ioore, 
of  diaries  River,  Mass..  in  the 
May  /^'///,  entitled  :  ''Is  the 

lileaching  (Question  a  J)ead  Issue  with 
White  VV'yandotte  I)reeders?  "  especially 
interested  me  because  Mr.  Moore  asked 
me  a  few  months  ago  if  I  thought  it 
advisable  to  continue  agitation  of  the 
matter,  and  I  replied  that  I  did  not,  be- 
cause it  seemei  to  me  that  the  question 


had  reached  a  stage  where  further  discus- 
sion would  have  little  if  any  influence  in 
determining  conditions.  Mr.  Moore  and 
I  did  not  discuss  the  matter  further  at 
that  time.  Something  over  a  year  ago 
there  was  quite  a  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion in  the  poultry  press,  and  Mr.  Moore 
contributed  to  it  in  the  Item,  in  this 
paper,  and  perhaps  in  some  others,  taking 
the  point  of  view  that  bleaching  is  a  sin 
(ler  se,  absolutely  wrong,  and  therefore 
not  practiced  by  honest  exhibitors,  nor 
to  be  tolerated  in  exhibitions. 

I  can  sympathize  with  Mr.  Moore  and 
other  good  fanciers  and  breeders  and 
good  men  of  my  acquaintance  who  like 
white  fowls,  who  have  been  very  success- 
ful in  exhibiting  them,  and  who  have 
dropped  them  because  they  do  not  care 
to  compete  under  present  conditions. 
That  is  my  constitutional  attitude  upon 
the  whole  question  of  exhibiting.  I  don't 
care  to  do  so  under  the  conditions,  and 
this  applies  to  matters  inconvenient  or 
distasteful  to  me  that  involve  no  question 
of  right  and  wrong.  I 'm  not  keen  enough 


English  Red  Caps 


about  competition  to  go  into  it  seriously. 

But  I  also  have  an  equal  amount  of  if 
not  a  like  sympathy  for  those  who,  while 
wishing  that  various  things  were  differ- 
ent, stay  "  in  the  game,"  and  I  have  for 
a  good  many  years  been  inclined  to  doubt 
whether  practices  of  this  kind  should  be 
considered  as  unquestionably  wrong.  As 
it  seems  to  me  the  irrona  in  all  such  cases 
comes  in  not  in  the  doing  of  the  thing, 
but  in  taking  advantage  of  unsophisti- 
cated customers  —  especially  buyers  of 
stock.  I  don't  think  the  competitor  or 
buyer  of  stock  for  exhibition  is  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  same  category,  because  if 
he  is  not  wise  to  the  ways  of  the  exhi- 
bition room  that  is  his  own  fault.  Some 
might  say  that  the  same  could  be  said  of 
the  buyer,  but  I  make  a  distinction  here, 
because  an  exhibitor  is  supposed  to  be 
something  of  a  professional,  while  a  large 
section  of  those  buying  for  breeding  and 
stock  purposes  are  novices. 

To  my  mind  the  prime  objection  to  the 
practice  of  bleaching  was  that  it  was 
hurting  the  trade  in  white  varieties.  Two 
or  three  years  ago  this  was  quite  marked. 
Agitation  against  bleaching  has.  as  far  as 
I  can  see,  had  the  result  of  making  buy- 
ers more  careful  to  learn  before  buying 
what  stocks  are  naturally  whitest.  The 
general  suspicion  of  white  varieties  seems 
to  be  passing  away,  and  the  real  regulator 
in  the  case  seems  to  be  that  as  soon  as 
the  buyer  recognizes  a  necessity  for  doing 
so,  it  is  a  comparatively  simple  matter 
for  him  to  find  out  inexpensively  whether 
a  breeder's  birds  are  white  naturally  or 
not.  If  he  cannot  go  to  see  them  he  can 
buy  a  cheap  bird  or  two  or  a  sitting  of 
eggs.  Except  in  a  variety  so  new  or 
purely  bred  that  very  white  specimens 
are  rare,  white  stocks  are  usually  much 
the  same  grade  of  whiteness  all  through. 
Very  goorl  and  very  bad  birds  in  this 
respect  are  not  likely  to  be  prevalent  in 
the  same  stock.  There  is  more  or  less 
diflerence  in  this  as  in  other  characters, 
but  the  uniformity  is  great  enough  so 
that  random  samples  usually  give  a  fair 
idea  of  the  stock. 


S.  C.  Buff  Leghorn  Club  Election. 

The  result  of  the  balloting  for  oflicers 
of  the  National  Single  Comb  Buli'l^ghorn 
Club  for  the  ensuing  year  was  as  follows: 

President,  Frank  Brongbton,  Syra('use, 
X.  Y.  Eastern  N  ice-Pres. .  (ieorge  Mair, 
("lifton,  N.  J.  IMiddle  N  ice-I'res.,  (George 
H.  Sdimit/.  Park  Ridge,  111.  Southern 
\  ice-l'res. ,  J.  O.  Mahoney,  Dallas,  Texas. 
Western  Vice-Pres. ,  -Mrs.  Alliert  H.  Lar- 
son, (ioV)le,  Oregon.  Sec'y-Treas. ,  Tims 
iVer,  Caldwell,  X.  .f.  Executive  Con  - 
inittce,  C.  Blyth,  Toronto,  Canada;  Harry 
Hawkins.  Chester,  X.  .1.  ;  L.  E.  Merihew, 
Maratlion,  N.  Y. 


CHICKS 

From  Laurelton  Layers. 

Our  tlimiHiincIs  of  Hrlcct  S.  ('.  White  I.OKhiirns— 
winricis.  bred  fc)i- size,  vit'or,  early  maturity,  ami 
superior  ece  prixluftion  —  are  suppylni;  an  enor- 
mous hatching  ectr  traile.  They  are  also  filling  our 
1K,()IKI  ecR  Incubators  for  brluKlnc  ofl  hatches  twice 
a  week,  llatclilnir  eccs.  euarante.ecl  m'/n  fertile,  $8 
per  IfK);  *70  per  IIHKI.  Vit'orous  chicks,  Kuaranteerl 
to  arrive  safe  and  In  full  count,  $lilper50:  $18  per 
il!0:  and  $1.5(1  per  1(K)0.  BIc  demand.  Now  in  the 
time  fo  order.  Send  postal  for  complete  price 
list  now. 

LAURELTON  FARMS, 

Box  C,  Lakewood,  New  Jersey. 

Your  Prize  Winners  Your  Egg  Layers 

Must  be  kept  Krowlng.  They  need  and  must  have 
the  proper  egg,  bone,  muscle,  and  feather  develop- 
\iig  feeds. 

Orr's  Poultry  Feeds 

aie  noted  for  their  I'lirity  and  KresliiiesH.  Are 
the  Ideal  feeds  for  the  Krowlne  chick,  moMlncr,  or 
laylnc  fowl.   Tlie  utmost  in  Poultry  Feeds. 

Send  for  circular  and  price  list. 
Wm.  Orr  &  Sons,  Box  3.  Orr's  Mills,  N.  T. 

Chicken  Hawks'  Eggs  Wanted 

Complete  clutches  of  the  Sharp-shinned,  the  small- 
est of  the  Chicken  Hawks.  These  nest  the  last  of 
May  to  the  middle  of  June,  In  Hemlocks,  .Spruces, 
or  Pines,  build  a  stick  nest,  and  lay  three  to  five 
white  eees  with  brownish  to  lavender  blotches.  Do 
not  blow  the  cee»  under  any  circumstances,  but 
wra|)  each  separately  In  a  large  piece  of  cotton  and 
pack  In  a  wooden  box;  tin,  or  pasteboard  are  not 
safe:  a  clear  box  Is  best.  .Send  to  me  by  express 
and  I  will  remit  by  return  mail  $1..50  for  each  clutch. 
No  other  kind  of  egun  wanted.  Write  name  and 
adflress  plainly. 

CHESTER  S.  DAY.  13  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
A  CHANCK  FOR  THK  BOYS  TO  MAKE 

MONEY  AND  SAVE  THE  CHICKENS 

YOUR  TRAP  NESTS 
PREFERRED  TRAPS 

Practical  poultrymen  are  actually  tearing  out  their 
old  traps  to  put  in  FKKFEIIKKW  TRAPS, 
because  they  always  work  rlt^ht  and  are  easiest  to 
ri  set.  More  reasons  for  iiostal,  or  semi  me  3.')  cts. 
to-iiixlit,  and  I'll  send  you  sample,  postpaid. 

FRED  T.  WILEY,  CAYUGA,  N.  Y. 


Quality 

Held  High! 

Prices 
Held  Low! 

Thirty  thousanrl  sal  i.-lii  (!  pa- 
trons prove  ah-^<>lulc  <iii;ility. 
durability,  honest  crondm^  i>f 
Sunset  Roofinji!  Marie  in  old 
New  Enpland— sold  toyou  di- 
rect, minus  every  penny  of 
jobbers'  and  retailers'  nrofits 
—  the  very  best  asplinit  felt 
roofing  that  ever  defied  rain, 
snow,  hail,  heat  and  time- 
America's  oldest  roofinK^ 

Sunset  Roofing 

—with  a  money-back  cruaran- 
tee  -and  we  are  voucned  for 
by  four  of  New  England's 
staunchost  banks! 

1-  ply-$l.25  per  roll 

2-  pIy—  1.50  per  roll 

3-  ply—  1.75  per  roll 

108  Square  Feet  in  each 
Roll  Nails  and  Cement 
FRKK. 

Save  dollars  on  what- 
ever you  need  in  buililin^f 
materials!  Send  for  hijr 
free  book -.1000  bargains 
in  building  materials. 


tand  on  0" 

SUNSET 
RUBBER 
ROOFING 

'>«tl.T  «W««fi 

tWTilllS  (I) 


Send 
For  j^j^ 
Free 
Book 

,  -«lBB=,^i-  

« Webber  Lumber  &  Supply  Co.,  I 

121    Summer  St.,   Fiichburg.  Mass.  ■ 

•       Mail  me  immediately  your  bipr  free  book  of  3000  S 

I    building  materials— all  treahgoods-no  wreckage.  I 

■  ■ 
I    Name  -   | 

■  Address   ■ 
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ON  THE  EDITOR'S  PLACE 

'Never  tell  tlieiii  what  you  were  once  upon  a  time. 
Dou't  speak  of  all  the  things  you  Jld  when  you 
were  in  your  prime." 

THOSE  two  lines  are  all  that  I  am 
sure  I  remember  accurately  of  some 
verses  that  appeared  in  a  little  farm 
paper  published  out  in  Kansas  many  years 
ago.  Someone  connected  with  that  paper 
used  to  write  for  each  issue  some  verses 
that  were  probably  not  "  poetry,"  (I 
don't  know  just  what  constitutes  either 
poetry  or  literature) ,  but  had  a  whole  lot 
of  horse  sense  and  homely  philosophy  in 
them.  A  number  of  those  pieces  are 
tucked  away  in  my  attic  somewhere,  but 
it  would  be  a  long  job  to  find  them. 
What  follows  the  lines  quoted  above  and 
was  the  ' '  refrain ' '  of  the  piece,  ran 
something  like  this: 

"  F<  r  the  friends  who  see  your  money's  pone 
"Will  turn  away  snd  say — 
"  It  makes  no  (llfferenre  what  you  were, 
"It's  what  you  are  today." 

That  does  not  especially  apply,  because 
I  w-as  never  either  "  a  bundle  of  dough  " 
or  much  of  "a  spender"  financially;  — 
yet  there  is  a  certain  appropriateness  in 
it,  because  from  the  time  1  was  able  to 
walk  until  very  recently,  a  matter  of 
about  half  a  century,  I  was  able  to  "go 
the  limit"  in  anything  that  I  wanted  to 
do,  and  "come  back"  after  along  night's 
sleep  and  a  day's  rest. 

Last  year,  in  April,  I  had  an  attack  of 
grip  that  served  as  an  excuse  for  not 
taking  the  usual  amount  of  physical  ex- 
ercise about  the  place  and  for  the  conse- 
quent failure  to  keep  said  place  in  good 
order.  This  year,  without  such  excuse, 
I  have  to  recognize  that  1  am  "  growing 
old,"  that  I  am  on  the  shady  side  of  fifty 
and  can't  put  several  hours  of  manual 
labor  on  top  of  a  day's  work  at  the  desk 
and  feel  better  for  it  —  any  more. 

Last  year  there  were  other  extenuating 
circumstances.  It  was  so  wet  here  at  the 
time  the  bulk  of  the  spring  work  comes 
that  not  much  could  be  done.  Then  the 
junior  man  of  the  family  had  an  injury 
to  his  arm  that  put  it  out  of  commission 
nearly  all  spring  and  excused  him  from 
all  responsibility  for  making  up  my  short 
comings.  This  year  the  weather  is  more 
favorable,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
is  in  good  working  order,  and  more 
progress  is  being  made  on  the  "farm" 
than  for  several  years,  despite  my  worth- 
le.ssness  as  a  farm  hand. 

Our  chickens  were  very  late  last  year, 
but  this  year,  though  tiiey  are  not  quite 
as  early  as  we  would  like,  we  have  made 
a  good  gain  in  time,  and  have  more  of 
them  than  any  year  for  eigiit  or  nine 
years. 

All  kiii'ls  of  fruit  are  looking  well. 
Nearly  all  of  the  young  trees  set  out  three 
and  four  years  ago  will  have  some  fruit, 
and  some  are  making  quite  a  show  of 
bloom.  Peaches  are  especially  promis- 
ing and  plums  are  loaded.  Neither  of 
these  have  been  very  satisfactory  crops 
with  us.  I  have  three  Willett  peach  trees 
set  out  eight  years  ago  (I  think  it  was) 
that  bore  a  full  crop  for  tlie  first  time  in 
1911  and  were  badly  damaged  by  a  wind 
and  hail  storm  ju.st  a  few  days  before  we 
had  ]ilanned  to  pick  them.  Two  of  the 
trees  were  more  than  half  destroyed  and 
the  other  nearly  as  bad.  They  have 
grown  into  pretty  good  shape  again  and 
are  full  of  fruit  this  year.  Last  year  the 
severe  winter  killed  all  fruit  buds  of 
peaches  in  our  locality. 

The  land  in  front  of  our  poultry  houses, 
a  part  of  which  has  been  in  grass  for  ten 
years,  the  hens  not  running  on  it  in  the 
summer,  but  only  in  the  late  fall,  winter, 
and  spring,  has  been  ploughed  up  and 
will  he  reseeded.  It  was  beginning  to  be 
very  rough  through  the  fowls  scratching 
holes  of  various  sizes  and  depths  here 
and  there  in  it.  One  quite  large  hole 
was  made  t)y  the  hens  dusting  and  carry- 
ing the  dirt  out  in  their  feathers  to  be 
deposited  a  short  distance  away  when 
they  shook  tliemselves. 
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The  Editor's  Question  Box 

Single  Comb  White  Wyandottes. 
(J.  K.  F. ) — "'Will  you  please  give  me 
names  of  breeders  who  raise  Single  Comb 
White  Wyandottes  as  described  in  the 
article  in  your  Ajiril  1st  pajjer?  " 

The  only  person  I  know  of  who  breeds 
them  as  a  variety  is  Mr.  W.  K.  Wells 
who  wrote  that  article  for  the  Wyandotte 
Club  Catalogue.  His  address  is  Ashaways 
K.  I.  Most  Wyandotte  l)reeders  have 
more  or  less  single  combed  birds.  The 
males  are  likely  to  be  killed  lor  the  table 
as  soon  as  eatable,  Imt  many  breeder, 
keep  the  females  for  layers,  not  sorting 


them  from  others  kept  only  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  the  general  experience  of 
those  who  have  bred  Single  Comb  Wyan- 
dottes together  or  bred  them  with  White 
Ivocks,  that  they  produce  only  single 
combs. 

How  Often  to  Feed  Little  Chicks. 

(E.  A.  H.)— "AVill  you  kindly  tell  me 
how  many  times  per  day  you  consider  it 
advisable  to  feed  little  chickens,  and  how 
many  handfuls  of  hard  grain  or  wet  mash 
you  would  feed  to  each  100  chickens  at 
the  first  feeding,  and  how  would  you  in- 
crease it?  When  wheat  bread  crumbs  are 
fed  is  it  better  to  dry  the  bread  in  the 
oven?  " 

Little  chicks,  after  they  begin  to  eat 
heartily,  which  is  usually  when  about 
two  days  old,  should  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  eat  practically  all  the  time.  That 
is,  while  a  definite  number  of  feedings 
are  usually  made  there  should  be  food 
available  all  the  time,  not  in  kind  and 
form  to  clog  their  appetites,  but  that  none 
may  go  hungry.  How  best  to  accomplish 
this  depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  num- 
bers of  chicks  kept  together  and  the  con- 
ditions of  feeding.  For  chicks  w'ith  hens 
cooped  on  good  range,  or  for  small 
brooder  lots  with  similar  range  con- 
ditions, three  feedings  a  day  may  be 
enough  if  food  left  over  can  be  left  where 
it  is  not  soiled  or  wasted.  With  chicks 
in  large  lots  and  rather  crowded,  it  is 
better  to  feed  five  or  six  times  a  day, 
giving  only  what  they  will  clean  up  be- 
fore getting  it  soiled.  When  line  grains 
are  fed  in  litter  and  dry  feed  in  hoppers, 
the  period  between  feedings  may  be 
lengthened. 

I  don't  know  of  any  way  to  determine 
how  much  to  give  any  lot  of  chicks  at  a 
meal  than  to  watch  them  as  they  eat, 
giving  a  little  at  first  and  more  as  they 
eat  it  until  they  seem  satisfied.  There  is 
often  a  considerable  difference  in  the  ap- 
petites of  different  lots  of  chicks  of  the 
same  kind  and  age,  some  seeming  to  start 
eating  heartily  sooner  than  the  others 
and  keep  a  little  ahead  of  them  and  if  we 
adopt  any  rule  of  quantity  for  a  given 
number  of  growing  chicks,  and  increase 
periodically,  we  often  lose  by  not  giving 
them  all  that  they  can  use  to  good  ad- 
vantage. 

Perhaps  some  reader  who  is  keeping 
chicks  in  approximately  hundred  or  mul- 
tiple of  hundred  lots  can  give  the  amount, 
by  measure,  that  a  hundred  average 
chicks  will  clean  up  at  the  first  feed. 
Iluii'Ifiits  of  different  persons  vary  so  that 
standard  is  not  satisfactory.  When  I 
have  stale  bread  to  feed  I  prefer  to  pour 
on  it  as  much  boiling  water  as  it  will 
absorb  and  then  mix  it  stiff  with  corn 
meal,  which  the  hot  wet  bread  will  scald, 
adding  a  little  meat  scrap  to  flavor  it  up. 


ANGONAS  AND  LEGHORNS 

SAYS  the  Ancona  World:  —  ",!.  II. 
Kobinson,  editor  of  Fah.m-Poui.trv, 
says  in  his  issue  of  April  1st,  that 
Rhode  Island  Reds  are  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  red  Plymouth  Rocks  and  red 
Wyandottes,  and  that  Anconas  are  mot- 
tled Leghorns. 

"Mr.  Robinson  surely  does  get  mixed 
sometimes.  As  Anconas  are  an  older 
breed  than  Leghorns,  it  might  do  to  call 
the  latter  breed  in  all  its  varieties  ■  but 
variations  of  the  older  Ancona  breed, — 
White  Anconas,  Buff'  Anconas,  Brown 
Anconas. 

"It  would  be  just  as  logical  to  call 
Plymouth  Rocks  Barred  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  AVhite  Rhode  Island  Reds,  etc.,  as 
it  would  to  call  Anconas  mottled  I.eg- 
horns. 

"We  suggest  that  Mr.  Robinson  dis- 
pense entirely  with  the  established  breeds 
if  they  are  obnoxious  to  him,  and  just 
designate  fowl  as  red  hens,  white  hens, 
brown  hens,  l)lack  hens,  etc.  This  woulcl 
save  a  lot  of  confusion,  even  though  the 
whole  struction  of  the  poultry  industry  is 
built  on  the  division  of  the  breeds  by 
strong  well  defined  lines." 

If  editor  \  an  Iloe.ssen  will  compare  the 
Standard  descriptions  of  shape  of  Leg- 
horns and  Anconas  he  will  find  that  they 
are  so  nearly  identical  that  it  is  absurd  to 
claim  that  they  are  different  breeds,  dif- 
fering along  well  defined  lines.  If  he  or 
anyone  else  supposes  that  he  can  sfiow 
that  An(;ona8  are  older  in  Italy  than  leg- 
horns, or  older  in  this  country,  or  that 
most  Anconas  in  this  country  liave  not 
been  of  Leghorn  origin,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  evidence  produced. 

In  the  ca.se  of  the  l)ree(is  of  the  Ameri- 
can class  and  the  Ori)ington,  an  effort 
has  been  made  to  establish  l)reed  differ- 
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PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


COLUMBIAN  Eocka,  winners  at  Springfield, 
Holyoke,  etc.  Eges,  $2.  Circular  describing  this 
fine  breed  free.    A.  W^  McKinstry,  Chlcopec,  Mass. 

WHITE  ROCKS  —  Bred  for  business.  Kecs 
for  hatching,  $1.25  per  15:  S5  per  IIK).  Day 
old  chicks.  Daniel  Hayes,  Clarendon,  Vt.  .5  2 

"VrOYES*  BUFF  BOCKS.  Breeder  since  1895 
means  quality.  Four  grand  matings  my  best. 
Eprgs,  $3  per  15  straight.  You  will  pay  more  money 
elsewhere.  Egea  now  M'r  fertile.  Nothing  reserved. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed;  none  better.  Booklet  free. 
N.  E.  Vlce-pres.  Buff  Rock  Club.  Noyes, 
Thamesvlew  Farm,  L.  B.,  273,  New  London,  Conn. 

 WYANDOTTES.  

BOSTON  WINNING  Buff  Wyandottes.  Can  I 
help  you  to  winners  or  breeders?  Sewell  CIr. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  324  South  Road,  Holden,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES-Fertile  eggs  from 
free  range,  farm  raised  stock,  open  front 
houses,  standard  and  utility,  by  1000:  16  perKKI:  tl 
per  15.  Crowellton,  East  Denis,  Mass.   t  f 

WHITE    WYANDOTTES  —  Regal,  Dorcas 
line,  heavy  layers.  Eggs,  $1  50to  S5  per  sitting; 
$y  per  100.   Chicks,  $18  per  100.   Circular  free. 
Edelweiss  Poultry  Farm,  Sayvllle,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  5  2 

OWEN  FARMS' COCK.  $5;  condition 
splendid.    Eggs,  balance  of  season,  $1. 
W.  W.  Carman.  Margaretville,  N.  Y.  5-2 


$25 


BARKER'S  Otn  RELIABLE  heavy  laying 
strain.  15  years  breeding:  hundreds  of  satis- 
fled  customers.  Chicks,  the  strong,  vigorous  kind 
that  live,  15c.  each.   Eggs,  $1  per  15;  $6  per  100. 

Edw.  F.  Barker,  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  6-2 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

BOSE  COMB  REDS  —  A  large  vigorous  Dark 
'  Red  winning  strain,  second  to  none  In  utility 
qualities.  Fourteen  vcars  a  breeder  of  Keds.  Eggs 
$2  per  15;  JIO  per  100. 

W.  S.  Lyon,  Nashua,  N.  H.  5-1 

MAGENTA  POULTRY  FAR3I.  Established 
1808.  S.  C.  and  R.  C.  R.  I.  Reds.  Eggs  by  sot- 
tings  or  hundreds.  .Stock  that  i  have  sold  and  chicks 
hatched  from  Magenta  eggs  were  winners  by  my  cus- 
tomers In  leading  shows  of  16  different  states,  Mad- 
ison (rarden  and  Boston  included,  1913,  1914.  1915. 
Free  CIr.  F.  E.  Woodard,  E.  Longmeadow,  Mass. 

ROSE  COMB  Rhode  Island  Reds.  The  famous 
Sensation  Strain,  known  the  world  over.  My 
Reds  won  first  prize  at  Boston  Show,  1914.  I  have 
bred  Rose  Comb  Reds  for  ten  years.  Grand  winter 
layers.   Send  stamp  for  catalog. 

.J.  S.  Diamond,  Franklin,  N.  H.   t  f 

GENEGANSLET  POULTRY  YARDS - 
Breeders  of  high  grade  S.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds, 
White  Egg  Americans,  and  S.  S.  Hamburgs.  Stock 
and  eggs  In  season.   Write  for  prices. 

W.  A.  &  H.  A.  Rowllson,  McDonough.  N.  Y.  5-2 


ROSE  AND  SINGLE  COMB  Rhode  Island 
Reds.   Large,  vigorous  birds,  bred  to  lay. 
Eggs,  S6  and  $8  per  100.  Circular. 

F.  R.  Browned,  Little  Corapton,  R.  I.  4-1 

INGLE  Comb  Red  eggs  for  hatching,  *2  and  $5 
per  15.      Clark  Townsend,  Danbury  Conn.  5-1 


s 


SINGLE  COMB  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 
Large,  healthy,  farm  raised  stock.   Bred  for  big 
brown  eggs.    Hatching  eggs,      per  100:  $1  per  15. 

Burdlck  Poultry  Farm,  Rockvllle,  R.  I.  6-1 

PIPER  RHODE  ISLAND  BEDS  — 240-egg 
strain.  Both  combs.  Leading  winter  layers  18 
years.  We  pay  postage  on  eggs  for  hatching  sent 
by  parcel  post.  IJggs  from  extra  prize  layers,  best 
color,  If5.00  per  sitting;  *25,0O  per  100.  From  best 
layers,  $;i.(Xl  per  sitting:  JI2.00  per  100.  Common 
stock,  *l.r)0per  sitting:  *«.00  per  100. 

Hay  View  Farm,  North  Haven,  Maine.  5.2 

150SE  AND  SINGLE  COMB  Rhode  Island 
X\  Reds,  mated  to  dark,  strong  male  birds  from 
high  producing  stock.  Eggs,  $5  per  100;  $1  per  15; 
best  laving  strain  In  the  state. 

Royal  Poultry  Yards,  Tel.  28-12,  Slmsbury,  Conn.  6-2 


A.  THUR.STON  has  S.  C.  R.  I.  Red  eggs  to 
-J*    soil  at  $1  per  sitting:  |5  per  100:  from  large 
sl/.e  winter  laying  free  range  hens.   High  fertllliy 
g\iarantoed.  Swansea,  Mass.  6-2 

r>OSK  C03IB  REDS  —  Bean  stock.  Vigorous, 
V  farm  raised  heavy  laying  strain.   Fortilc  eggs, 
»2.(KI,  tl..')0,  »1.00  per  15;  t8,  »<;  and  »5  per  100. 

Theo.  Pearson,  Madison.  N.  H.  5-2 


BUTTERCUPS. 


rEO  LAK  STRAIN  —  Blue  ribbon  winners. 
^   Hatching  eggs  and  stock  for  sale. 

L.  E.  Osgood.  Plalnfleld,  N.  J.  6-1 


s 


LEGHORNS. 

'    C.  BUFF  LEGHORNS— Second  pullet  Mad- 
5»    Ison  .Square  (iarden.    Eggs.  $3  per  15. 
(iloenwood  Poultry  Yards.  Rutherford,  N.  .1.  61 

8IN<iLE   COMB   WHITE    LEGHORNS  — 
Trap  nested  and  bred  for  cimstllutlonal  vigor 
and  suix-rlor  egg  pi oducllun.   Eggs  for  hatching  a 
specialty.   Circular  free, 
dates  Poultry  Farm.  Bo.t  E,  Mt.  Carniel,  Conn.  5-1 

SC.  WHITE  LEGHORNS  —  Eggs  for  hatch- 
•     Ing.     Utility  and  exhibition  from  Young's 
direct.  F.  A.  Dand,  Laconia,  N.  H.  5-2 


YOUNG -FERRIS  strains  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns, 
farm  ralseil.  I  roe  i  .ingo  birds.  Breeding  stock; 
carefully  selected  yoai  iiiig  hens  matcil  with  large, 
pure  white  cocks  and  fuily  matured  cookeicls.  Eggs, 
special  matlngs,  ^8  per  10(1;  Utility  matings,  tfl  per 
100.  After  April  IStli.  *1.0II  discount  per  KKI  on  egg 
orders.  90%  fertility  guaranteed.  Chi.\  $10.00  and 
$12.00  per  100. 

Willow  Brook  Egg  Farm,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  3-1 

M OYER'S  SINGLE  COMB  White  Leghorns, 
263-egg  strain.    Baby  chix,  8c.  each.  Circular 
free.      Cirant  Moyer,  Box  B,  Fort  Plain.  N.  Y.  4-2 


"TJEDUCTION  EGGS  Young's  Strain  S.  C. 
JLV  White  Leghorns  $1  per  15  from  best  matlngs. 
fleavy  layers.  Cockerel  heading  first  pen  from 
Young's  first  pen. 

Hubert  Eltlng,  Highland,  N.  Y.  51 

SC.  BUFF  LEGHORNS.    First  prize  wln- 
•    ners.   Eggs  ?3  por  100.   Catalog  free. 

L.  O.  Mayer,  Columbia,  Pa.  6-1 

 ANCONAS.  

SHEPPARD'S  FAMOUS  ANCONAS.  The 
world's  best.  Single  or  Rose  Comb.  First  at 
world's  greatest  shows.  Greatest  egg  record— 256 
average.  Catalogue  free. 

Cecil  Sheppard,  Berea,  Ohio.  6-1 

 MINORCAS.  

BLACK  Minorca  eggs,  $3  per  sitting;  cockerels. 
R.  Story,  187  Arlington  Av.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  12-2 

Be.  BLACK  MINOKCAS-Beautlful  birds 
•  and  heavy  layers  of  large  white  eggs.  Eggs, 
$5  per  100.  After  April  15th,  $4  per  100.  Chlx  $12 
per  100. 

Willow  Brook  Egg  Farm,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  3-1 


HOUDANS. 


HOUDAN  stock  for  sale,  eggs  for  hatching;  util- 
ity and  exhibition.  J.  R.  Taylor,  Laconia,  N.  H. 

^  FAVEROLLES^  

WHITE  Faverolles—N.Y.  Palace  winners.  Won- 
derful layers:  finest  table  fowl.  Eggs,  $:)  and  $.") 
perls.  Edelweiss  Poultry  Farm,  Sayvllle,  LI..  N.  Y. 


^ALMON  Faverolles,  "King  of  I'tillty  Fowls. 


Buttonwood  Poultry  Yards,  So.  Swansea,  Mass 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS. 


LIGHT    Brahmas.    Hardy  thoroughbred.  13tli 
year.   Cock'ls,  f  '.M:  selected  eggs,  100.  $6:  5(i. 
$3.50;  13,  $1.  Hayst-iok  Mountain  Farm,  Norf.ilk,  Ct. 


88. 
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LANGSHANS. 


EGGS  HALF  PRICE  after  May  1.5lh.  First 
cock,  hen,  cockerel,  pullel,  pen,  Boston.  1915, 
won  by  Robinson's  Langshans.  Also  firsts  at  New 
York,  (Garilen,  Palace,  Slate  Fair,  Huffaloi,  heavy 
layers.   Black- White. 

J.  F.  Robinson,  Main  St.,  So.  Weymouth,  Mass.  6-2 


CORNISH. 


"|>ATH'S  Winners.  Eggs  reduced  for  season. 
JL\  White.  Dark  and  Buff  Cornish.  Shipping  dally. 
Eggs  and  stock.   Rath  Bros.,  Turtle  Creek,  Pa,  6-1 


ANDALUSIANS 


E 


GGS  from  prize  pen  S.  C.  Blue  Amlaluslans,  $2; 
3  sittings  $5.   Also  3  hens  and  cock  blnl  $8. 

Mre.  H.  Tennyson,  Springfield,  Vt.  5.1 


COCHINS. 


C1LOSING  OUT  SALE.  White.  Black,  Buff 
y  and  Partridge  Cochins,  all  1915  breeders.  High 
class.  Special  prices  for  fall  fairs.  Eggs  half  price 
now.  D.  C.  Peoples.  Ulirlcbsvllle,  Ohio.  6-1 

DAY  OLD  CHICKS. 


BABY  CHICKS  and  hatching  eggs  from  farm 
raised  profit  paying  Barred  Rocks  and  Young's 
White  Leghorns.  Chicks,  $15,  $12.50,  and  $li)  per  KKI. 
Write  today.    Catalogue  free 

Sandy  Hill  Poultry  Farm,  Box  12,  Bolton,  .Mass.  51 

DAY  OLD  CHICKS  from  trapnoslod  layers. 
Barred  Rocks,  R.  I.  Rods,  White  Leghorns. 
CIr.     Indian  Lake  Poultry  Farm,  Worcester,  .Mass. 


DAY  OLD  CHICKS.  Owing  to  many  come- 
back orders  from  old  customers,  we  did  not 
advertise  early.  We  are  asking  now  for  June  orders. 
Reduced  prices  and  strong  chicks  In  natui-e's  best 
season.  Rose  Comb  Reds,  White  Wyandottes,  Single 
Comb  White  and  Brown  Leghorns,  anil  Single  Condi 
Mottled  Anconas.  Can  furnish  l.OOO  White  Leghorns 
In  early  .lune. 

White  Creek  Hatchery,  West  Rupert,  Vt.  6-2 

ones  WHITE    LEGHORN  CHICKS  and 

OLFl/  No.  10  Newton  brooder.  $15:  50O  chicks 
and  No.  11  brooder,  $71).  Ofliclally  tested  white 
diarrhea  free  stock. 

George  W.  Adams,  Yantic,  Conn.  5-2 


BABY  CHICK.S— Ringlet  Strain  Barred  Rocks 
from  vigorous,  free  range  stock.  The  kind 
you  are  proud  to  own,  120.  each.  Prompt  and 
safe  delivery  assured. 

.J.  H.  Trout,  Unadllla.  N.  V.  6-2 

PULLETS  and  Baby  Chloks.  Free  from  white 
<llarrliea.  certlfiod  by  sUite  t<  st.  S.  C.  W.  Leg- 
horn pullets,  8  weeks  old,  anil  baby  chicks  for  May 
and  .lune  delivery,  i^uallty  an<l  prices  right.  Cir- 
cular. A.  B.  Hall,  Walllngford,  Conn.  6-2 
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H WEEKS  OLD  Pullete  anil  Baby  Chicks.  Pedl- 
tri  ce  Rose  Comb  Brown  Leghorns,  234  egg  strain, 
hiirhest  iiuallty.  trapncstoii,  bred  to  lay  stock.  Safe 
arrival  and  satiafactlon  Ruaranteed.  Write  tor  cir- 
cular No. '.I.       "  Cedarcroft,"  Madison,  Conn.  6-1 


WHITE  WYANDOTTE  CHICK  Special. 
Our  brooiUng  capacity  now  full.  We  offer  for 
.Iiine  delivery  chicks  from  our  special  matlnps  at 
1.5c.  each.  A  rare  chance  to  obtain  choice  stock 
reasonably.       Sllverstone,  Charlemont,  Mass.  6  1 


CUSTOM  HATCHING  

CIUSTOM  II  ATCIIIN<;  from  June Ist at  ereatly 
reduced  rales.  Hall  machine  capacity  4„5(IO.  Kx- 
perienced  operator,  (lot  in  touch  with  us  for  winter 
broilers.  Concordia  Kami,  ('oncord,  Mass.    .5  2 


TWO  OR  MORE  VARIETIES. 

h'lMHDEN  (ilCKSE,  While  Kunner  Ducks, 
J    Pearl  (InlneaN.    Fine  specimens  in  all  classes. 

Miss  Little,  Clyde,  N.  Y. 


II  AT<;iiiN<; 
I    Hoi  ks,  Wyar 


E«;<;S  that  hatch  '.)0%.  Heds, 
.„,  ..  .... 'dottes  and  Leehorns.  Kxhibition 

niatinesof  ani  ctre  strains,  la  eces.  $1  postpaid;  1(10 
fues,  Vi:  utility  maliiiKs.  I.'i  eees,  $1;  1(K)  egtrs,  $4. 
Four  nutnths  (iUI  pullets  bred  to  lay,  7.5  cents  each. 
October  delivery  if  reserved  now. 

Talking  Poultry  Yards,  Hainesport,  N.  J.  5-1 


B 


BANTAMS.   

ANTAMS,  34  varieties.  Send  stamp  for  circu- 
lar. Fenn  Bantam  Yards,  Desk  .30,  Delavan,  Wis. 


ROSE  COMB  BLACK  BANTAMS  - «  a 
pair:  cockerels,  $2  and  t3  each.  Eggs,  $2  for  13. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

.Solomon  Davis,  106  Summer  Ave.,  Reading,  Mass. 

PUCKS. 

FOR  SALE— Knglish  Penciled  Indian  Runner 
Duck  eggs.   Wonderful  layers  of  large,  pure 
white  eggs.  12  for  11.25;  .50  for  ^i. 
Mrs.  M.  K.  Hose.  IIKiroveSt..  Brookfleld.  Mass.  5  2 


WHITE  Runn»  r  Ducks,  laying  heavy,  $1  each ; 
lota  to  suit;  best  strains:  need  room.  Eggs, 
75c.:  speak  quick.  Conavllle  Yds,  Mallet  Creek,  O. 

5-2 


12 


PHEASANTS. 

(iOI.DEN  Phea.'fant  eggs,  *:):  12  RIngneck 
eKgs,  $1.73:  12  Silkic  eggs,  $1 ;  Kingneck  Males, 
$2.  A.  K.  Freeman,  Provlncelown,  Mass.  6-2 

~t  f\f\(\  I'HEASANT  eggs  for  hatching:  low 
J'  '    prices:  most  all  varieties.    Kngllsh.  (14 

per  loo.   Colored  catalog,  25c.    Exchanges  made. 

U.  Pheasantry,  Poughkeepsle,  N.  Y.  6-2 


TURKEYS. 


B 


RON/.E  TI  RKEY  eggs  of  quality  30c.  each, 
delivered.    T.  D.  Schofleld,  Woodstock,  N.  H. 

6-1 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FOR  SALE.  Complete  files  Farm-Poultry,  Reli- 
able Poultry  Journal,  American  Poultry  Journal 
from  Jan.  I.  1898,  to  ilate.  Also  American  Poultry 
World  since  1st  no.    E.  L.  Prlckett,  H.izardvllle,  Ct. 

Irr  SHEETS  OK  MUSIC  of  your  own  selec- 
tJ  tlon.  and  our  beautiful,  detachable  Library 
Folio  free  to  members  of  our  club.  Music  rolls, 
latest  songs,  1.5c..  postpaid  to  members.  Sentl  for 
particulars.         National  .Music  Lovers  Club, 

710  Myitle  Ave.,  Bridgeport.  Conn.  61 


PRINTING. 


ences  in  shape,  but  in  tlie  case  of  the 
Ancona  and  Leghorn,  nothing  of  that 
kind  has  been  done. 

In  the  breeds  of  the  American  class  we 
have  an  effort  more  or  less  carefully  fol- 
lowed out  to  keep  shape  distinct  in  the 
sliow  room,  while  in  the  yards  of  all  but 
a  very  few  of  the  most  skilful  and  careful 
breeders,  you  will  find  a  great  variety  of 
shapes  in  each  of  these  breeds  —  and,  in 
fact,  in  every  breed. 


Important  Notice  to  Subscribers 

DI'Ii'INii  the  Hiiiiiiiier  innnths  I'"\km- 
J'ciri.iKV  will  be  Lssiied  once  a 
month.  There  are  .several  reasons 
for  this.  With  the  differences  that  have 
arisen  between  this  country  and  Germany 
there  has  appeared  a  markeil  disposition 
on  the  part  of  advertisers  to  put  advertis- 
ing on  a  minimum  ba.sis  until  the  begin- 
ning of  next  season.  As  the  May  issues 
of  our  contemporaries  already  showed  a 
great  reduction  under  the  advertising  of  a 
year  ago,  it  seems  to  us  very  plain  that 
"  poultry  "  advertising  through  the  sum- 
mer is  going  to  be  smaller  in  volume  than 
ever. 

With  that  in  view,  two  papers  a  month 
not  only  make  heavy  expense,  out  of  pro- 
portion to  income,  but  put  on  the  editor 
an  extraordinary  amount  of  work.  In 
fact,  summer  has  always  been  his  hardest 
season,  because  it  is  the  season  when  least 
material  comes  voluntarily,  and  he  has 
always  tried  to  make  the  summer  issues 
as  interesting  as  others.  With  the  pros- 
pect that  unusual  eff  ort  would  be  required 
to  do  that  this  year,  he  prefers  to  concen- 
trate his  attention  on  one  issue  a  month 
and  take  a  semi -vacation  between  times. 

Subscriptions  will  be  extended  to  give 
the  full  number  of  ftapers  they  call  for. 


JJYTHING  from  small  tags  to  large  catalogs. 
L    First  cliiss  work.    Reasonable  prices. 
The  Everett  Print,  .53  Cornliill,  Boston,  Mass. 


Not  at  the  Garden. 

Artist  F.  L.  Sewell  writes  me  that  the 
illustration  pen  of  White  Wyandottes  on 
page  i:5o  of  our  last  issue  won  at  Boston 
in  I'.idl  instead  of  "  at  the  fiarden  about 
V.m."  lam  glad  that  he  has  furnished 
this  correction.  What  misled  me  as  to 
the  date,  and  consequently  as  to  the  place 
was  that  the  cut  was  published  in  F.vhm- 
rori.TKV,  April  1,  KtitL',  as  "The  Pollard 
Type  of  White  Wyandotte,"  Pollard's 
Poultry  Farm,  South  .Vttleboro,  Mass., 
and  I  was  under  the  impression  that  it 
was  made  one  year,  not  two  years,  before, 
deferring  to  Hosloii  and  Hkki,  I  find  that 
Mr.  Chester,  for  whom  the  cut  was  made, 
won  second  pen  at  that  show.  As  I  find 
that  at  the  same  show  Mr.  Sewell  made 
for  us  drawings  of  the  first  White  Wyan- 


dotte hen  and  the  first  White  Rock  pullet, 
I  will  print  these  two  cuts  for  those  who 
are  interested  in  types  to  compare. 

Mr.  Sewell,  in  his  letter,  refers  to  the 
group  shown  last  month  as  "a  pen  of 
generous  bodied  White  Wyandottes,  a 
type  somewhat  too  scarce  in  these  days." 
lie  adds :  "  It  is  a  very  true  picture  of  the 
birds  —  pity  only  there  are  not  more  Wy- 
andottes today  endowed  with  the  capacity 
of  such  types  to  produce  good  s'/.ed  eggs 
in  good  numbers.  Too  many  fanciers 
limit  the  Wyandotte's  usefulness  by  think- 
ing a  short  body  is  necessary." 


Juds:es  Who  Will  Place  Awards 
at  the  Universal  Poultry  Show, 
Panama=Pacific  Exposition, 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Roberts,  AVisconsin  ;  Card,  Connecticut; 
Dixon,  Oregon;  Forbes,  Alabama;  \"an 
Winkle,  Texas;  Pickett,  Indiana;  Cur- 
rier, California;  Russell,  Iowa ;  Palmer, 
Nebraska;  McClave,  Ohio;  Hewes,  Indi- 
ana; Hinds,  California;  Shove,  Massa- 
chusetss;  Branch,  Missouri ;  Ellison,  New 
York ;  Collier,  Washington  ;  (ioodacre, 
California;  Wittman,  Pennsylvania;  Mc- 
Cord,  Illinois;  Irving  Rice,  New  York; 
Coats,  British  Columbia;  Rhodes,  Kan- 
sas; Graham,  Ontario,  Canada;  Hicks, 
New  .Jersey;  Holden,  ^linnesota;  Tucker, 
Michigan. 

A-MERICAN  POUI.TKV  AsS()CI.\Tl().V, 

S.  T.  Campbell,  Sec'y. 


Change  in  Amherst  Program 

.Just  as  we  go  to  press  a  note  from  Prof. 
,1.  C.  'iraham  requests  us  to  state  that  at 
the  poultry  convention  at  Amherst  next 
month,  program  for  which  ia  given  on 
page  IiiO,  Mr.  (irant  M.  Curtis'  subject 
will  be  "Wliat  the  American  Poultry  As- 
sociation is,  and  What  it  is  Seeking  to 
Accomplish,"  instead  of  the  subject  as 
given  in  the  full  announcement. 


Confidence  at  Grove  Mill 

.Mr.  F.  (i.  Cook,  superintendent  of 
(irove  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  Waltham, 
Mass  ,  writes  us  that  they  have  their 
usual  number  of  chicks  a  little  ahead  of 
former  seasons  in  numbers  and  of  remark- 
ably uniform  superior  (iiiality.  'Sir.  Cook 
says  that  with  a  fine  and  seasonable  crop 
of  chicks  as  well  assured  as  theirs  now 
seem  to  Ije,  they  are  looking  forward  with 
conli<lence  to  the  coming  season,  antici- 
pating that  it  will  be  in  every  way  a  suc- 
cessful one. 


POUtTOY 

TONIC 

builds  bon"  nnd  musf'Io  in  your 
;niwni'^  su«  k— tlu-y  tlirive  hrrause 
very  orgainloini;  its  work, 
man  you  wantCONKEY'S; 
it  roiil..-uns  no  filler,  no  Cavciino 
pejipor — just  pun-  niodii'i ne  tb:it  tielps 
iiir  birds,    (ict  ft  i>ail  or  I'aekayv  n<iw. 

Conkey's  Head  Lice  OiDtmeot,  Conker's 
Powder, and  Conkey's 
Lice  Liquid  regularly  HdVf 
aod  rid  year  flock 
of  these  pests. 


itkcfpsi 

TclltlK 


yourPoultry  House 


1.1  4,- 
for  ■■(■on 

i'heg.'e.conkeyco.i 

y  Itldi:..  <  I  i:\  i:i.A.M>,  OHIO. 


WHITE 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

WINNERS  AT  BOSTON  1915 

1st  I'ullct,  ad  P.  ii,  .->th  Cc«  k«iel 
AVe  also  won  3<1  Pen  in  1  1H4 

rnnQ  exhibition  frombe8tmatlnB9».5  peris 
LUlIU  UTILITY  f'™i  first  class  pens  *8  per  100 

WAV  OI.I)  (  HICKS  from  Best  Utility 

Matinsrs  $1K.0(>  per  )  0(» 
CHOICE  I{RKKIJIN<;  STOCK  Males  $5 
and  up:  l-'eni.ile»  $.!  and  up 

W.  F.  HAYWARD 

p.  O.  Soathville.    WESTBORO,  MASS. 


CAUGHT  51  RATS 

ONE  WEEK 

I  2  One  Day  in  One  Trap  its.  if.) 

Catche.i  dally.  alwayH  rea<ly,  lasts  fi)r  years. 
Twenty-two  Indies  hich,  made  of  tralvanlzed 
Iron.  Can't  uet  out  of  orilcr;  weiKhs  nine 
pounds.  When  I'ats  and  mice  pass  <Ievice 
they  die.  Cheese  is  used.doine  away  with 
poisons.  One  sent  prepaid  on  receipt 
of  $a.  Mouse  trap  I  <>  inches  liieh. 
$1.   Money  b.ick  if  not  satisfied. 

H.  D.  SWARTS, 

Inventor  and  Manufacturer  l^nlversal  Rat  and 
Mouse  Traps 

Box  r.««.  SCUANTON.  PA. 


RINTINC 


PI 
For  Poultrymen  a  Specialty 
Costs  nutlurii;  to  send  yourcopy  and 
i;et  an  estimate.  Lowest  prices.  Free 
use  of  outs.  Sample  If  desired. 
VIKING  PRESS, 

MarKinal  St.,  EAST  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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FARM-POULTRY 


June 


SAFEST  AND  BEST 

FOR 


Incubators  and  Brooders 

You  Can  Run  Your  WHOLE  PATCH 
With  it  Witliout  Trimming  a  WiGl( 


A  Few  May  1915  Testimonials 

No  .S<»ot  and  No  Sniokf 

Plunisteel  Poultry  Yarris, 
Summit,  R.  I..  May  6,  '15 
As  the  season  Is  now  over  for  hatchlnK  I  shall 
not  require  any  more  oil  at  present.  The  oil 
has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  my  machines 
have  run  two  sessons  on  this  same  oil,  and  as 
yet  need  no  cleanine  — no  soot  and  no  smoke. 

Yours  truly,      L.  M.  Plumsteel. 

L.ost  a  Lot  of  Her  Trouble 

York  Beach,  Me.,  May  1.  '15 
As  usual,  I  want  another  barrel  of  your  "Com- 
monwealth Safety"  oil  In  a  hurry.  Didn't  know 
niy  supply  was  so  low  and  my  Incubators  still 
running.  We  are  uslne  It  for  household  lamps 
as  well,  f+reat  oil.  I  recommended  It  to  my 
next  nelehbor  and  she  has  lost  a  lot  of  her 
trouble  since  she  has  becun  uslne  It  in  her  in- 
cubators and  brooders.  Very  truly  yours, 
Alexander  Sloan. 

It  Is  Perfection ! 

Lancaster,  N.  H.,  May  21,  '15 
I  received  May  I8th  the  barrel  which  you  sent 
us  by  order  of  the  S.  S.  Pierce  Co..  filled  with 
your  Commonwealth  Safety  Oil.  It  is  perfec- 
tion, and  saves  a  ereat  amount  of  trouble  and 
anxiety  for  the  incubator  and  brooder  business. 
KespecUully  yours.      I.  W.  Hopklnson. 

COMMONWEALTH   SAFETY  OIL 

Has  No  Equal  tor  House  Lamps  and  Stoves 

AVKITK    KOK   PKK  KS 

JENNEY  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

8  India  St.,  146  Milk  St., 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


PROGRAM  OF  POULTRY  CON- 
VENTION, MASSACHUSETTS 
AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE 

The  Extension  Service 

A.MiiEK.^r,  M.\ss.,  Ji  i.v  21,  -22,  2:],  1915 
Wednesday,  Jl  i.y  21 

I.  .'50P.  M.    Lecture:  "Bee  Culture  as  a 

Side  IJne  for  Poultry  Keepers." 
Dr.  Burton  O  (jates,  Associate 
Professor  of  Beekeepinjr,  M.  A.  C. 

2.1.5P.M.  Lecture:  "The  Revival  of 
Turkey  Raising  in  Massachusetts 
and  How  It  Can  Best  be  Accom- 
plished." Dr.  Philip  H.  Iladley, 
Rhode  Island  State  College,  Kings- 
ton, Rhode  Island. 

3.15  P.  .M.  Demonstration:  (a)  "White 
Diarrhea  Infection  in  Baby  Chicks" 
Dr.  ( ieorge  E.  (^age,  Associate  Pro- 
fessor of  Animal  Pathology,  (b) 
Msit  to  the  Poultry  Plant. 

7.30  P.M.  I>ecture:  "Artificial  Incuba- 
tion." Harry  M.  Lamon,  Senior 
I'oultry  Husbandman,  ('.  S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

8.15  P.M.    Moving  Pictures. 

TiffRSDAY,  Jdly  22 

9.00  A.M.  Lecture:  "The  Solution  of 
an  Important  Problem  in  Incuba- 
tion." Dr.  H.  D.  (ioodale,  Biolo- 
gist, Department  of  Poultry  Hus- 
dandry,  M.  A.  C. 

9..3()A.  M.  Institute  Lecture:  Given 
under  the  Auspices  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Poultry  Association,  Inc., 
co-operating  w  ith  the  Massachusetts 
State  Board  of  Agriculture.  Charles 
L.  Wilder,  President,  Lancester, 
Mass.,  Presiding. 

Lecture:  "  Brooding  and  Growing 
Chicks,  the  Man,  his  Equipment 
and  the  Chicks."  Professor  James 
G.  Halpin,  Head  of  Poultry  De- 
partment, T'niversity  of  Wisconsin, 
^ladison.  Wis. 

II.  00  A.  M.    Lecture:  "  In  the  Light  of 

Present  l-Inowledge  and  Conditions, 
Whai  of  the  Future  of  ^lassachu- 
setts  as  a  Commercial  Poultry 
State?"  Professor  .1.  C.  Graham, 
Head  of  Poultry  Department,  M. 
A.  C. 

l..jOP.  M.  Add res.=  of  Welcome.  Presi- 
dent K.  J>.  Butterfield.  Response. 
Dr.  X.  W.  Sanborn,  llolden,  Mass. 

2.0<"l  P.  M.  This  number  is  given  under 
the  auspices  of  the  ^Massachusetts 
Poultry  Society,  Maurice  F.  Delano, 
President,  Vineyard  Haven,  Mass., 
Presiding. 

Lecture:  "What  Gun  the  Poultry- 
men  of  ^lassachusetts  do  for  the 
Advancement  of  Their  Own  Inter- 
ests?" (irant  M.  Curtis,  President 
of  the  Cyphers  Incubator  Company, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

3.30  P.M.  lecture:  "  Profitable  Squab 
Production  in  New  England. ' '  .lohn 
A.  Kiernan,  Proprietor,  Ha/.elwood 
Squab  [-"arm.  East  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

4,30  P.  M.  Annual  and  Business  Meet- 
ing of  our  two  State  Poultry  Organ- 
izations. 

(a)  Massachusetts  Poultry  Associ- 
ation, Inc.,  Charles  L.  Wilder, 
President,  Lancaster;  Charles  E. 
Allen,  Secretary,  Abington. 

(b)  Massachusetts  Poultry  Society, 
Maurice  F.  Delano,  ['resident,  \'ine- 
yard  Haven;  Charles  H.  Wood, 
Secretary,  Worcester. 

7.. -in  l>.  M.  Lecture:  "The  Demands  of 
the  New  I'/Ugland  Poultry  and  Egg 
Markets."  F.  S.  Snyder,  Batch- 
elder  it  Snyder  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

8. 1')  P.M.  Slereoptican  lecture:  "Per- 
sonal Reminiscences  of  a  Bird  Man, 
also  Aeroplanes  and  Zeppelins  in 
the  World  War. ' '  Earle  L.  ( ) ving- 
ton,  Newton  Centre,  Mass. 
Fkidav,  .July  23 

9.00  A.M.  Stereoptican  Lecture:  "The 
Preparation  of  Poultry  and  Eggs 
for  .Market."  I'rofe.ssor  11.  \'. 
Mitchell,  New  Hampshire  State 
College,  Durham,  New  Ilnmpshire. 

10.00  A.  ^1.  l-ecture:  "Experiments  to 
Determine  the  Palatahiliry  of  Poul- 
try Mashes."  Loyal  F.  Payne,  In- 
structor of  Poultry  Husbandry,  M. 
A.  C. 

10.30  A,  M.  Demonstrations  at  the  Poul- 
try Plant: 

(a)  KiUiiifr,  Picking  and  Dressing. 

(b)  Capnniy.ing. 

'Sir.  C.  J.  I'Celley,  Foreman  College 
Poultry  Yards,  .M.  A.  C, 


Professor  Graham's  Address 

T'l  the  Poultry  Keepers  of  Massachusetts: 
It  is  with  both  pleasure  and  pride  that 
we  hereby  present  this  program  for  our 
Third  Annual  Poultry  Convention.  The 
fact  that  over  onO  were  in  attendance  in 
11M3  and  over  7n(i  last  year  is  (juiie  con- 
clusive that  we  have  hit  upon  a  very  con- 
venient time  of  the  year  for  holding  these 
meetings,  and  that  there  is  an  intensive 
and  rapidly  growing  interest  in  poultry 
culture. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  program  we 
have  endeavored  to  unite  all  poultry  in- 
terests and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  us,  in- 
deed, to  announce  that  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture,  the  ]\Ias8achusetts  Poultry 
Association,  Inc. ,  the  Massachusetts  Poul- 
try Society  and  the  thirty- five  or  more 
local  poultry  associations  are  co-operating 
with  the  college  to  make  this  the  largest 
and  most  helpful  meeting  ever  held  in  the 
State.  This  enables  us  to  present  a  much 
better  program  than  would  otherwise  be 
possible.  Those  who  will  be  present  as 
well  as  those  who  have  attended  former 
meetings  cannot  help  but  note  two  dis- 
tinct characteristics  of  our  meetings; 
first,  that  we  get  the  very  best  speakers 
obtainable,  leaders  in  their  profession  or 
business,  and  that  they  are  not  men  who 
usually  cannot  be  heard  by  us  at  any 
other  time.  So  you  will  find  in  our  pro- 
grams a  definite  relationship  between  the 
men  and  their  subjects.  Second,  that  a 
great  variety  of  subjects  are  presented  in 
order  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  classes  of 
people.  There  are,  however,  so  many 
topics  of  vital  interest  to  poultry  keepers 
that  it  is  impossible  to  have  them  all  dis- 
cussed every  year.  Arrangements  will  be 
made  for  holding  the  meetings  on  the 
campus,  but  in  case  of  inclement  weather 
we  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  our  audi- 
ence better  than  ever  before.  The  con- 
tractors of  our  new  agricultural  building, 
which  will  be  the  pride  of  the  college, 
have  informed  us  that  the  large  audito- 
rium, with  a  seating  capacity  of  nearly 
l,(>0<i,  will  be  in  readiness  for  this  occa- 
sion. 

Fellow  Poultrymen  and  Women  • 

This  program  is  solely  for  your  benefit 
and  I  feel  that  it  is  the  best  we  have  ever 
offered  to  the  public,  but  the  success  of 
our  meeting  will  depend  largely  upon 
your  co-operation.  Neither  time,  energy, 
nor  expense  have  been  spared  in  its  prep- 
aration. Plan  to  come  yourself  and  bring 
your  friends  and  neighbors.  Advertise 
the  meeting  as  widely  as  possible  in  your 
locality.  Take  the  program  to  your  local 
paper  and  tell  the  editor  that  if  he  wants 
to  get  in  on  the  biggest  event  of  the  year 
this  is  his  oppori unity.  I^t  us  all  join  in 
making  this  the  crown-event  of  the  year's 
work.  .1.  C.  (iiiAiiAM. 


THE  COMMUNITY  EGG  CIRCLE* 

Marketing  the  Egg  Crop 

WHI/\  it  is  estimated  that  the  an- 
nual production  of  poultry  and 
eggs  in  the  United  States  is  in 
excess  of  .?(iOii,iinn,nnii— equal  to  the  value 
of  the  hay  or  the  wheat  crop— and  when 
it  is  estimated  that  there  is  a  total  loss  of 
nearly  S%  of  the  eggs  marketed,  the  im- 
portance of  this  subject  is  evident. 

This  great  loss  is  due  largely  to  im- 
proper handling  lietween  the  farm  and 
the  market.  Most  farmers  look  upon 
eggs  as  a  by-product,  and  the  returns  as 
so  much  clear  gain.  The  hens  forage  for 
a  living,  eggs  are  gathereti  when  con- 
venient and  kept  almost  anywhere.  With 
such  carelessness  and  a  combination  of 
mongrel  stock,  dirty  nests,  stolen  nests  of 
broody  hens,  unconfined  males,  late  ma- 
turing pullets,  and  other  undesirable  con- 
ditions, is  it  any  wonder  that  the  product 
includes  such  a  high  percentage  of  small, 
cracked,  dirty,  stale,  healed,  and  even 
rotten  eggs? 

.Occasionally  tlie  accumulations  of  all 
these  kinds  of  eggs  are  taken  to  the  coun- 
try merchants  and  exchanged  for  mer- 
chandise. The  merchiiit  uf-ually  l)uy8 
these  eggs  "case  count,"  paying  the  same 
price  for  all  kinds  anil  sizes,  provideil 
they  are  eggs  with  an  unliroken  shell. 
Small  production  results  in  small  or  in- 
frequent shipments. 

Remedies 

Many  of  these  losses  can  be  prevented 
by:  t 

(n  )  Selecting  pure  breeds  that  lay  more 
and  larger  eggs,  such  as  the  White  Leg- 

•  From  V.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  Farmers'  Bul- 
letin 6156. 

■1  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  .WH  —  Hints  to  rioultry 
raisers,  by  Harry  M  Lamon.  of  the  Animal  Hus- 
bandry Division,  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 


horns,  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Rhode  Island  Reds,  Orpingtons,  etc. 

(h)  Giving  better  care,  food,  ami  shel- 
ter, with  dry,  clean,  vermin  proof  nests. 

('■)  Confining  males  except  in  breeding 
season. 

(--/)  Collecting  eggs  frequently,  esi)e- 
cially  in  hot  or  muggy  weather. 

(c)  Storing  eggs  in  a  dry,  clean,  coul 
place. 

(/)  Using  small  and  dirty  eggs  at  home. 

(.7)  Marketing  frequently,  witii  protec- 
tion at  all  times  from  heat. 

(/i)  Selling  for  cash  on  a  basis  of  size 
and  quality,  "loss  off"  instead  of  "case 
count." 

(0  I'.sing  an  attractive  package. 
(,/)  Combining  shipments  as  a  matter 
of  economy. 

Co=operative  Marketing 

By  uniting  several  egg  producers  in  an 
association  more  can  be  accomplished  in 
these  essentials.  One  very  successful  egg 
company  has  a  large  incubator  house 
with  12,000  eggs  capacity,  where  early 
chicks  are  produced  for  the  members  at  a 
low  cost.  This  is  done  in  order  to  obtain 
early  maturing  pullets,  thus  securing  eggs 
during  the  fall,  when  eggs  are  usually 
scarce.  The  company  also  has  a  receiv- 
ing room  for  eggs  where  they  are  candled, 
sorted  to  weight  (about  24  ounces  to  the 
dozen),  packed  in  cartons,  and  shipped 
on  contract  orders.  Their  eggs  are  all 
guaranteed  to  be  according  to  grade,  they 
advertise  the  fancy  grades  on  their  car- 
tons and  cases,  and  market  prices  are 
paid  to  the  members.  Twice  a  year  divi- 
dends are  paid  each  member  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  eggs  marketed  through 
the  company  and  the  time  of  year  eggs 
were  brought  in,  a  larger  dividend  being 
paid  per  dozen  for  eggs  brought  in  during 
the  fall  and  winter  than  for  those  brought 
in  during  spring  and  summer,  estimated 
by  months.  A  regular  trade  is  established 
with  discriminating  consumers,  with  city 
clubs,  with  the  best  class  of  hotels  and 
restaurants,  and  with  fancy  grocers  for  a 
supply  each  day  or  week. 

The  reputation  thus  established  enables 
this  association  to  fix  its  price  at  several 
cents  per  dozen  above  the  regular  market 
quotations,  as  fancy  trade  is  willing  to 
pay  a  premium  for  a  guaranteed  article. 
^Io8t  egg  circles  co-operate  in  buying  their 
chicken  feed  and  other  poultry  supplies. 

Attractive  Package 

All  food  products  should  be  delivered 
in  a  clean,  attractive  package.  Some  of 
the  most  successful  egg  shippers  have  dis- 
carded the  dirty  wooden  case  and  are 
using  a  heavy  fiber-board  gift  ca'^e,  which 
will  hold  from  15  to  30  pasteboard  cartons. 
Each  carton  has  compartments  for  12  eggs. 
Upon  both  the  cartons  and  the  case  can 
be  printed  such  advertising  as  may  be 
wished.  This  style  of  package  is  espe- 
cially desirable  for  the  fancy  retail  grocer 
who  can  have  his  firm  name  included  in 
the  advertising.  The  fiber-board  case  is 
not  expensive,  forms  a  good  protection  to 
the  eggs  in  shipping,  and  is  worthy  of 
trial. 

Marketing  by  Parcel  Post 

With  a  firm  container,  parcel  post  can 
be  used  for  small  shipments  to  private 
homes  within  first  and  second  zones;  that 
is,  I  "Ml  miles.  Each  paper  should  be 
wrapped  in  paper  to  hold  it  snugly  on 
end,  in  its  own  individual  compartment 
of  the  container,  so  that  it  has  no  play; 
and  after  the  container  is  closed  it  should 
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be  securely  wrapped  in  strong  wrap[)iiig 
paper  and  tied  with  coarse  strong  cord,  t 

Marketing  Tlirough  the  Creamery 

Where  there  is  a  successful  creamery 
established  in  the  neighborhood,  eggs  can 
be  delivered  to  it  with  the  cream  or  milk. 
Creamery  oliicials  can  often  work  up  a 
fancy  trade  with  those  who  buy  the  butter. 
:\larketing  through  the  creamery  has  been 
very  successful.  S 

J  For  further  Information  see  Farmers"  Bulletin 
No  .504,  "Shlpplnc  eei-'s  by  parrel  post,"  by  Lewis 
B.  Flohr,  of  the  Office  of  MarkcU  and  Rural  Organ- 
ization. 

^  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  44.5,  "  MarketlnR  eegs 
through  the  creamery,"  by  Kob  K.  Slocum  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 


YOUNG'S  STRAIN 

Single  Comb  White  Leghorns 

/  HAVE  NO  OTHER  BREEDS 

My  Winnings  at  the  World's  Two  Greatest 
Shows  for  1915  were  as  follows: 

MAI>lSO.N  S<tr  AltK  GAKDEN  ItO^TON 
;{  Kiri-t* 
;{  Si-eonds 
J  Third* 
•£  l-Ourth* 
■Z  I'ifllis 

Mv  strain  has  been  bred  In  line  since  IWW  for  size an.l •■i;ir  pro- 
ducllim  and  the  show  birds  have  slnn'ly  been  ch^isen  from  the 
layers.    Theie  Is  no  breed  of  birds  on  earUi  that  breed  so  true. 

Thev've  been  wlnnine  blue  ribb  >nR  from  roa«l  to  coast  since 
the  beclnnlnir  of  Poultry  .Shows  In  the  ITii.b  d  Stales,  and  today 
are  wInninK  '.iTai  of  the  blue  ribbons  In  the  U  S.  and  Canada. 

You  can  «l«  the  same  for  very  little  money  t>T  purchas- 
Inc  ecBS  now. 

Owlnc  to  the  country-wide  depression  In  ceneral  hnslne's,  I 
am  KoInc  to  sell  iny  ecil»  al  lialf  price  after  May 
instead  of  .June  1st.   Matlne  List  free. 

W.  YOUNG,        -        -       MONROE,  N.  Y. 


.-.  rir-l- 
:t  •ifcond- 
I  IhiKl- 
;{  Ki>nrl1l« 
:t  Kil  l  lis 


